Dean’s Roundup: 10 November 2017
Roundup: Ceiling function, the mathematical operation of rounding a
number up to the next higher integer.
Roundup: a term in American Englifsh referring to the process of gathering
animals into an area, known as a "Muster" in Australia.
Rounding up: when a helmsman cannot control a boat and it heads into the
wind
Roundup: the plan for an invasion of northern France by Allied forces
during World War II (WikipediA)
Dean’s Roundup: part blog, part bulletin; part honour roll, part curatorial [cu
ra·to ri·al (ky r -tôr - l, -t r -) n. nounised by the Dean from curator +
editorial]
Dear all,
I am joining the stage with various notables at an AGI (Asia Global Institute) panel on
sustainable futures and thought I would share two related items with you. First, the
text I have submitted to the AGI to indicate the themes I plan to bring to the
conversation (no PPT presentations). Second, the final version of the film ‘Density’
that I co-produced a few months ago with Tom Cozens of OwlinSpace productions.
I’ll no-doubt be accused of being bleak in both, but both are designed principally to
provoke thought and discussion. I share as an example of one strategy for gearing
up the promotion of HKUrbanLabs. I have allocated donor budget to make 8 more
research-focused films. Working with Eric, in his capacity both as Associate Dean for
Special Projects and architectural film scholar, and trialling ideas on others, we are
proposing 9 three-minute Youtube-style films, showpiecing HKUrbanLabs’ agenda.
Eric has researched avantguard low-budget film makers in HK, London and
elsewhere and advises giving all films to OwlinSpace, following the pilot ‘Density’.
The premise of the films project is to avoid ‘corporate’ and ‘show and tell’ promo style;
to focus on a single high-impact issue in each film, linked with one of our labs; make
a provocative statement; preferably (but not suitable for all topics), focus even more
sharply on a single hypothesis, research question, statement or proposition. ‘Density’
focuses on the question: ‘What is the limit to urban density?’. The hypothesis posed
visually in the film is that mental health is the ultimate limit (beyond technology and
even public health). This makes the film not only provocative but ‘clever’. People may
not agree, but they will talk about it. One aim might be to get these films circulating
in high schools around the world as trigger resources for class discussion. More
immediately, they will give depth and animation to our website. HKU president and
VPs have praised ‘Density’ for its creative approach, visual impact, soundtrack and
professionalism. I would like to invite HKUrbanLab leaders and their research
colleagues to send me a proposal for a film that captures the very best of their own
work. Eric, Wilson and I will select 8 to fund and shoot. Selection criteria: issue of
global significance; provocative; a strongly focused idea, hypothesis, proposition,
question, preferably not just a question but a thought provoking pointer to an answer
too; a few lines of indicative ‘screen play’; artistic; intellectual; doable on 2 days
filming + processing.
AGI discussion text

“The challenges of creating a sustainable, inclusive society do not belong
solely to the 21st century: they have been with us since the birth of civilisation

and no doubt before. Economic growth proceeds hand-in-hand with the
division of labour. The productivity of specialised labour is increased by the
concomitant division of capital and land into specialised uses. This is why
cities emerge, grow and densify and have always done so hand-in-hand with
the deepening of capital and labour markets. Every technological invention
that has boosted the productivity of these key factors of social, economic and
cultural production has given rise to social issues related to sustainability and
inclusiveness (the issue used to be couched as efficiency vs equity). History
provides countless illustrations, for example, the social disruption
accompanying the enclosure of England’s agricultural commons starting from
the 15th century or the conditions of the industrial working class at the end of
the 19th century. What is special about the 21st century version of this age-old
human dilemma (the blessing and the curse of the city)? One answer is that it
is the century in which we will approach 100% urbanisation. Within a period of
about 300 years, the world will have moved from approximately 0% urbanised
to approximately 100%. Viewed on an axis of time since the origins of modern
man, or even since the birth of recorded civilisation, this is a step-function:
a ‘singularity’ moment. From here on, the subdivision of rights over scarce
resources that generates and accompanies human progress will
be focused within a system of globally interconnected cities. This means
that space per capita will shrink and competition increase exponentially. All
this at a time when the rate of technological change is super-non-linear
(Moore’s Law). In 2001 Ray Kurzeweil predicted that during the 21st century,
mankind will experience not 100 years of technological progress but 20,000
years. What are the limits to urban density? Since humans are clearly willing
to subject themselves to inhuman living conditions for the sake of economic
and social enrichment - accepting impaired life-quality and significant risks of
communicative and chronic disease, then the limits to density are
likely, ultimately, to be public health and private health. Insanitary overcrowding can be expected to trigger coercive government action, as in Britain's
pre-war
slum
clearance, contemporary China's
demolition
of
it
chengzhongcun (villages in the city) and Latin America's squatter settlements.
It may be that mental health is more of an ultimate non-coercive limit to
density than physical health, since many physical impairments can be born
when the human spirit is healthy. One response to all this is that architects,
urban planners, public health professionals and other guardians of
civilisation, can tamper at the edges of this trajectory but are unlikely to be
able to change its destination. Another, is that good design and governance
works to improve and spread the beneficial effects of all technological
innovations and to moderate their social costs. This points to another
prospect for the future: the more people there are living and working
closely together, the more boundaries there are between private property and
the more need there is for well delineated rights over shared resources. The
future will therefore be heavily regulated to preserve social order. A bold and
noble move for Hong Kong might be to enforce a minimum living space rule
as a new social and moral contract for the future. Government would have to
supply more land to lower prices. Corporate development profits would drop,
but not disappear. A marker would have been placed in the sand. But
perhaps urban densification will not press on towards some natural, dystopian
limit. Inventors may come to the rescue. Just as cars and trains transformed
social interaction in ways unimaginable to the Victorians, the drone-car and
other futuristic technologies currently being piloted by Airbus, Boeing and
others, could herald another phase-change in man's relationship to the land,

once again reinventing the city through re-setting the costs and flexibility of
travel. This would not be a sustainable panacea for the ills of urban crowding,
however. Lowering the costs of travelling and increasing speed, will have the
effect of focusing economic and social activity in crowded cities even more
strongly. The internet and high-speed rail travel have only increased the
dominance of capital cities since firms like to co-locate to reduce the costs of
searching for suppliers and customers and people like to co-locate to reduce
the costs of searching for work, friends and leisure. If some unimagined
innovation rendered transport costs zero, then very likely, the population of a
country would move to be near just one large city or perhaps a number of
them. If drone-cars allow future urban populations to live 100 or 200 miles from
a city centre, then to the extent that benefits of this new wave of exurbanisation fall to a more privileged group, as they surely will, this will set up
new social tensions. The cycle of technology-driven re-allocation of people
over space, social tension and corrective action, will forever continue.”
© Chris Webster, Dean, FoA, HKU.
Density:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9AOASkoGz2LZDNXY1hOVUcyUHc/view?
usp=sharing

Congratulations to all those who have contributed in the ways described below.
Chris

Teaching and other Achievements
Media
The Faculty is informed by CPAO on a monthly basis of its KE efforts via the local
media. Below is a list of the news / media coverage in the month of August with
substantial KE elements related to the University’s teaching, learning and scientific
research that are generated by CPAO via the Wisers platform.
Since news / media coverage in Mainland and Overseas are not covered by CPAO
at the moment, if there are any news / media coverage in the above regions that you
wish to report via CPAO’s platform at http://hku.hk/hkumedia/media/, please contact
Julie Chu at juliechu@hku.hk

Category
Collaborative
Collaborative
Collaborative

News / Media coverage - August 2017
Pub
Headline
Name(Eng)
獅子山上 - 畢日堯 傳媒人引發激辯尋良策 ON.CC
Oriental Daily
獅子山上：引發激辯尋良策
News
水塘起樓
Yahoo HK

Date
08/02/17
08/02/17
08/03/17

商經局政助馮海容棄外國護照
《香港樓語－陳東岳》地從何來大辯論
(17:11)

Apple Daily

08/03/17

ET Net Chi

08/03/17

The Standard

08/04/17

Collaborative

Losing dams not always bad
「地從何來」須達廣泛共識

Wenweipo

08/04/17

Collaborative

水塘起樓

Sing Tao Daily

08/04/17

Collaborative

陳樹培：填平船灣淡水湖？ 匪夷所思

08/04/17

Individual

Restored to the people

Collaborative

A priceless green lung

Collaborative

船灣淡水湖建屋論帶來的契機

Ming Pao
China Daily Hong Kong
South China
Morning Post
Hong Kong
Economic
Journal

Individual

街知巷聞﹕嘉頓見！深水埗時光坐標

08/05/17

Collaborative

郊野公園的前世今生

Ming Pao
Hong Kong
Economic
Journal

Individual

Yahoo HK

08/07/17

Individual

港建築保育落後國際 學者點評成敗例子
逾 80 年歷史嘉頓中心將重建 深水埗重要
歷史會被抹去嗎？

HK01
Newspaper

08/07/17

Individual

探射燈：逾半物業為歷史建築

08/08/17

Individual

政府應奪策略性主動地位填海造地
港建築保育落後國際 學者點評成敗例子
活化政策推十年 市民沾不到利

on.cc
Hong Kong
Economic
Journal
Sing Tao Daily

08/08/17

Collaborative
Collaborative
Collaborative

Individual

維修當心

08/04/17
08/05/17

08/05/17

08/07/17

08/08/17

Category
Individual

Collaborative
Collaborative
Individual
Collaborative
Collaborative

Individual

Individual
Collaborative
Collaborative
Individual

Collaborative
Collaborative

News / Media coverage - August 2017
Pub
Headline
Name(Eng)
Oriental Daily
探射燈：逾半物業為歷史建築 維修當心 News
Hong Kong
港大園境建築學者倡天台耕作：可把本
Economic
港耕地擴大 400 倍
Journal
Ming Pao
有樓唔使飲水
Weekly
嘉頓中心聳立 80 年 見證深水埗社區發
展
MSN HK
藉船灣填海建議檢視香港水務政策
am730
China Daily Living up to the smart city dream
Hong Kong
Hong Kong
Economic
18 場知名建築師與設計師對談
Times
China Daily
Hong Kong
As Hong Kong demolishes its character Edition
正反論壇：填平船灣建屋 看法兩極掀激
辯
ON.CC
東網電視：《正反論壇》激辯填平船灣
Oriental Daily
淡水湖
News
South China
New task force eyes consensus on land Morning Post
Hong Kong
Economic
人口膨脹需求飆 六大法寶增土地
Journal
South China
Search unlikely to land any compromise Morning Post

Date
08/08/17

08/10/17
08/12/17
08/14/17
08/18/17
08/18/17

08/18/17

08/18/17
08/19/17
08/19/17
08/30/17

08/31/17
08/31/17

For individual KE, our academics who gave expert opinions on major issues in
August are listed below for your reference together with their comments made.
HKU Individual KE
Lee Ho-yin - Conservation and development are not a zero-sum game. /
The most basic criterion for achieving sustainability, whether there’s a
natural environment or a man-made environment like a city, is always about
diversity.
Faculty of
Architecture

Lawrence Lai Wai-chung - Government should take a strategically active
role in land reclamation / The deadlock of New Territories Small House
Policy.
Mathew Pryor - About 600 acres of land in HK could be used for agriculture
if rooftops are utilised. By turning rooftops into farmland, the area of arable
land will increase by 400 times.

FoA Departments and Divisions
Department of Real Estate and Construction (DREC)
1. Professor KW Chau
-

Has attended a press conference for a building model handover ceremony
with K.Wah International Limited (K.Wah). The ceremony is part of the
Academic X Industry Programme, which aims to facilitate exchange between
BSc(Surveying) students and practitioners in the real estate development
industry. K.Wah is the first industrial partner under the programme. The
company has generously donate a building model of Twin Peaks, a residential
development project in Tseng Kwan O, to the Department of Real Estate and
Construction. The building model is now exhibiting in the Studio located on
5/F of the Knowles Building.

2. Dr. LH Li
-

Has given a remark in the closing ceremony of the Undergraduate Research
Exhibition. 32 research posters were exhibited this year, which are synopses
of selected undergraduate dissertations produced by BSc(Surveying) and
BA(Conservation) students.

Department of Urban Planning and Design (DUPAD)
1. Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) Awards for Research Excellence 2017
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/knowledge/research/rtpi-awards-for-research-excellence/
-

Professor Rebecca Chiu’s entry was shortlisted for the Academic Award.
Details are as follows:
•

Politics, Planning and Housing Supply in Australia, England and Hong Kong
Professor Nick Gallent (Bartlett School of Planning, University College
London), Professor Rebecca L.H. Chiu (Hong Kong University), with
Professor Nicole Gurran (University of Sydney)

-

Dr. Xingjian Liu’s entry was commended for the Early Career Researcher
Award. Details are as follows:
• Polycentric Urban Development in China: a Multi-scale Analysis

Dr Xingjan Liu (University of Hong Kong), with Professor Ben Derudder
(Ghent University), Mingshu Wang (University of Georgia)
-

Dr. Weifeng Li’s entry was shortlisted for the Early Career Researcher Award.
Details are as follows:
• Temporal Patterns in Fine Particulate Matter Time Series in Beijing: A Calendar

View

Dr Jianzheng Liu (University of Hong Kong), with Dr Jie Li (University of
Hong Kong), Dr Weifeng Li (University of Hong Kong)
2. Professor Rebecca Chiu
-

has been conferred the award of Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences in
the United Kingdom on 12 October 2017.
https://www.acss.org.uk/fellows-archive/
The new Fellows are drawn from academics, practitioners and policymakers
across the social sciences. They have been recognised after an extensive
peer review process for the excellence and impact of their work through the
use of social science for public benefit. This includes substantial contributions
and leadership in various fields, including higher education, social, economic
and environmental policy, government, law, charitable foundations and think
tanks.
The citation of Professor L.H. Chiu is as follows:
Professor Rebecca Chiu, Head of the Department of Urban Planning and
Design at the University of Hong Kong. Professor Chiu is an expert on housing
development and urban sustainability issues, especially housing and urban
policies in Asia.

3. Professor Anthony Yeh
-

HKU PhD Student Won International Best PhD Prize for Urban Mobility in
Developing Countries
Dr. Muhammad Adeel, a PhD graduate of Professor Anthony Yeh in the
Department of Urban Planning and Design of the Faculty of Architecture who
is now working as a Research Officer in the LSE Cities programme at the
London School of Economics and Political Science, UK, has won the CODATU
Prize of the best PhD thesis on urban mobility in cities of developing countries.
CODATU (Cooperation for Urban Mobility in the Developing World) is an
international organisation with the headquarter in Lyon, France with the aim to
promote sustainable mobility policies and knowledge sharing between the
developed and developing countries. (http://www.codatu.org/who-we-are/)
The CODATU PhD prize, which Dr. Adeel shares jointly with Dr. Digvijay S.
Pawar from India, aims to encourage young researchers in the field of urban
transport mobility in developing countries and to reinforce the interaction
between researchers, professionals and policy makers. The Prize Committee
consisted of six distinguished professors and experts in the field of urban
mobility.
In recognition to his research, Adeel will receive a formal Certificate from
CODATU, a money prize of 500 Euros, and a free invitation to the CODATU
XVII Conference (Hyderabad, India, 4-6 November, 2017) where he will
deliver a speech on his PhD dissertation during the closing session.
Adeel completed his PhD studies at HKU in year 2015 on “Transportation
Disadvantage and Social Exclusion in Pakistan” with an Internationalization
Postgraduate Studentship under the supervision of Professor Anthony Yeh
and he has published a number of papers in top academic journals, including
Transport Policy and Transportation.
His study showed that gender, income and residential location are the three
important determinants of transportation disadvantage and social exclusion in
Pakistan. Furthermore, socio-cultural context plays an important role in
shaping the complex links between them. A majority of population, including
women, students, rural residents and low income groups seem to be
disproportionally affected. Women generally avoid travelling out of home and
also make fewer daily trips than men due to their safety and privacy concerns
under the Muslim culture of Pakistan. Their families also do not prefer their
mobility without permission, veiling or escort. Adult women in cities depend
more on personal automobile rather than public transport, particularly for their
education and work trips. There is a widening of mobility gaps between gender
and urban and rural areas, and reduced discretionary travel and higher
transportation expenditures due to the overreliance on motorized mobility
among young women. The study concludes that there is a need for an
integrated land use and transport management perspective with particular
focus on the gender dimensions, so as to reduce poverty and facilitate the
disadvantaged to access to economic resource and promote social inclusion
in the country.

Division of Architectural Conservation Programmes (DACP)
1. Dr. Hoyin Lee
-

Featured in the South China Morning Post feature article “Living Heritage of
Hong Kong: Discover defining Hong Kong architecture, from the ultra-modern
to colonial relics,” published on Saturday, 21 October 2017. See:
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/community/article/2116294/discoverdefining-hong-kong-architecture-ultra-modern

-

Would like to share the following article from the New York Times that explains
an ancient Japanese technique to protect cedars by charring it a witchy
charcoal.
The Latest Design Trend: Black and Burned Wood, by Amanda Fortini, 19
September 2017
(https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/19/t-magazine/shou-sugi-ban.html?mcubz=3)

This article echoes to Hoyin’s intuition years ago when an ACP alumnus asked
him about the purpose of charring the surface of external timber walls of the
traditional Japanese houses as seen in those on the Naoshima Island (shown
in the photo below)

-

Was re-quoted in the following article entitled “‘We stand to wipe out a whole
era’: how the 1970s could vanish from Vancouver” in The Guardian dated 27
September 2017. (https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2017/sep/27/wipeout-era-1970s-vanish-vancouver)

2. Xiao Liu, PhD Candidate
-

Awarded a Certificate of Honor, for his outstanding performance in the course
at the 2017 “Future City and Architecture” International Doctoral School, held
in the College of Architecture and Urban Planning, Tongji University, from 11
to 20 October 2017.

3. Ms. Claudia Yu, BA(Conservation) 2017 Graduate
-

Awarded the top prize, 2017 Prize of the Consulate General of France (Prix
du Consulat Général de France), by the Consulate General of France in Hong
Kong and Macau and Legion d’Honneur Hong Kong Chapter, for outstanding
academic performance in the French programme at the School of Modern
Languages and Cultures, Faculty of Arts, The University of Hong Kong. See:
https://hongkong.consulfrance.org/Language-Scholarships-AwardCeremony-2017-School-of-Modern-Languages-and

Division of Landscape Architecture (DLA)
1. Mathew Pryor
-

Has been selected as the recipient for the Faculty of Architecture Outstanding
Teaching Award for this year.
The Selection Panel is highly impressed by Mathew’s innovation, contribution
and leadership in teaching and learning. He always takes the lead in exploring
and venturing novel approaches of teaching.
Mathew has made significant contribution in the curriculum development and
pedagogical innovation in both the BALS curriculum and the CCCs he is
running. He is actively participating in teaching and learning initiatives across
HKU as well as extending his impact internationally beyond the institutional
level. His excellence in teaching is also evident in his consistently high scores
in Student Evaluation of Teaching and Learning.

2. Dr. Cecilia Chu
- Was awarded the University’s Knowledge Exchange (KE) Impact Project Fund

to support an exhibition project, entitled “Infrastructure Imagination, Hong
Kong City Futures, 1972-1988,” which will be held at Hong Kong’s City Gallery
from March 23 to May 17, 2018.
- Co-organized a student exchange workshop, entitled “Human City Workshop
/ Hong Kong Studio: Retaking the Commons & Renewing Civic Spaces,” which
was jointly organized by Stanford University, HKU, CUHK, HKDI/BCU,
Tsinghua University and local organizations and design firms, from
September 13 - 16. The workshop includes a public forum and roundtable
discussion held at the Asia Society Hong Kong Center on September 16.
http://www.humancityworkshop.org/hong-kong-roundtable.html
- Was nominated as Advisor for the Hang Lung Young Architects Program, an
initiative to help cultivate interest among young people in architecture and to
foster their appreciation of the role of the built environment in "building the
culture, narrating the history, and shaping the future of the city.”
- Was invited as guest editor for the journal Nahkara: Journal of Planning and
Built Environment.

Research Achievements
HKUrbanLab research groups
Architecture, Urbanism and the Humanities Initiatives (AUHI)
1. Dr. Cecilia Chu
-

Published a journal article, entitled “Constructing a New Domestic Discourse:
The Modern Home in Architectural Journals and Mass Market Texts in Early
Twentieth-century China,” in Journal of Architecture, Vol. 22, no.6 (2017):
1066-1091. (Note: This article is part of a special issue, entitled, “Dwellings in
Asia,” edited by Lilian Chee and Eunice Seng).
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/waUGAkMPvmM8iidbwvJM/full
Abstract: This paper explores how changing ideals of the modern home were
articulated in China’s architectural journals and mass market texts during the
1920s and 1930s, a period in which many Chinese cities experienced
increasing housing shortages for the working poor along with changing
expectations of ‘contemporary’ dwellings for middle income urbanites. More
specifically, I examine how the design of residential houses and
domestic arrangements became a subject of intellectual and political concern

for architects and cultural intermediaries. By tracing the competing moral
claims ascribed to the modern home through these writings, I illustrate
their shifting assumptions about the ‘social role’ of architecture in the Chinese
context. I argue that while these critiques were closely related to those in
Europe and elsewhere, they were specific responses to accelerating capitalist
urbanization in China and were undergirded by a shared anxiety among
Chinese elites and professional experts to institute an authentic modern
design culture. Central to their efforts was the belief that well designed
dwellings would not only help to improve the lives of Chinese citizens, but also
transform their everyday habits and develop China into a more ‘civilized,’
healthy and productive nation. These explorations, which build on expanding
scholarship on modern architectural history in China, will contribute to a fuller
understanding of the contradictory perspectives of architecture and
domesticity in an unsettling period characterized by simmering social
discontent and emerging nationalism. The attention to lesser known –
and arguably collectively important – figures in this study will elucidate
the multifarious exchange of knowledge between different factions of
architects and institutions beyond the familiar ones represented in existing
historiography. Finally, the illustration of concerted attention to the problem of
the home in this period will underscore the significance of domesticity in the
construction of architectural discourse, which is an aspect that has been
largely eschewed in the writings of modern architectural history.
- Published a review of the book, “Enclave to Urbanity: Canton, Foreigners, and
Architecture from the Late Eighteenth to the Early Twentieth Centuries,” in
Journal of Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong, Vol. 57 (2017): 266-268.

Centre for Chinese Architecture and Urbanism (CCAU)
1. Professor Weijen Wang
-

Has secured a donation for a period of 4 years, at a total amount of HK$ 2.4M
from Tsz Shan Institute (TSI) of Tsz Shan Monastery for the Centre for
Chinese Architecture and Urbanism to develop collaborative teaching and
research programs on the study of Buddhist Architecture. In the current
proposal, a new University Common Core Course on Buddhist Art and
Architecture will be launched together with a number of research programs on
the related study in the forms of field surveys, symposiums, lecture and
publications to establish an interdisciplinary academic network on Buddhist Art
and Architecture.

CUSUP
1. Dr. Roger Chan
Wang, X., Huang Y., Chan, R.C.K., He, X. (2017), “A Study on the Rural Social
Network and Planning Paradigm of Villages in China”, City Planning Review,
Vol. 14, No. 17, pp 9-15, 41.
DOI 10.11819/cpr20170703a
Abstract: Current village planning mostly draws on experience from urban
planning, which is based on the rational planning model of elite decisionmaking, resulting in many problems. Essentially, planning is a kind of
institutional arrangement based on the demands of actors under certain social
context. Since actors and their behaviors in villages are far different from those
in cities, which will reorganize the assumptions and prerequisites of planning,
the paradigm of village planning is prominently distinct from urban planning.
This paper figures out the significance of social network and argues that village
planning is a kind of communicative planning based on endogenous order, by
referring to the paradigm development course of the Western urban planning
theories and the features of Chinese villages. In conclusion, it is stressed that
village planning should focus on social network, promotion on communication,
coordination, and consensus- building, and adjustment of the role that played
by planners.
-

Presented a paper “Addressing heritage conservation in post-earthquake
planning: Reconstruction plan of historic town Bungamati of Nepal” (with Dr.
Kishan Datta Bhatta, Dean of School of Architecture and Engineering, Far
Western University, Nepal) at the Asian Planning Schools Association Annual
(APSA) Congress hosted by School of Architecture, Tsinghua University 1214 October 2017.

A photo with Dean Bhatta and Dr. Roger Chan at APSA Annual Congress, Tsinghua University,
13 October 2017.

-

Attended HKU-Shenzhen University Joint Seminar on Planning and
coordination within the Greater Bay Area, followed by field visit to Shenzhen
as part of the MUP course, “Globalisation and Urban and Regional
Development in China” (16 October 2017)

HKU-Shenzhen University Joint Seminar on Planning and coordination within the Greater Bay
Area.

-

Participated in, and served as Chairman of the Organizing Committee to, the
Council of Asian Shopping Centers Conference 2017 (18-20 October 2017).
The event was attended by over 300 delegates from Hong Kong and overseas.
Professor Rebecca Chiu and Professor K Ling gave presentations in the
session “The Art of Transformation – Hong Kong and Asia.”

CASC 2017 Opening Ceremony at Convention and Exhibition Centre, with Council members
and Guest of Honour, Dr. Bernard Chan Pak-li, Under Secretary for Commerce and Economic
Development, HK SAR Government, 18 October 2017

-

A highlight of the Conference was the CEO Breakfast session attended by
over 40 global and regional industrial representatives. It provided an
invaluable forum for exchanges between industry leaders and academics on
industry best practices.

Field visits to IFC, PMQ, Lee Tung Streets and City Gate showcasing the best of city planning,
shopping and retail development at work in Hong Kong

The Conference addressed the impacts of Big Data, Belt and Road Initiative
and the Greater Bay Area on retail trend and shopping planning, which had
received wide media coverage (18-23 October 2017: Sing Tao Daily News,
Yahoo.com.hk, HK Economic Times, HK Economic Journal, Ta Kung Pao,
Wen Wei Po, China Daily (English), The Standard, HK01, Ming Pao and Apple
Daily).
-

Served as adjudicator in the Hong Kong Institute of Planners Annual Awards,
a major annual event for the planning and design professions to showcase
their best projects in Hong Kong and abroad (21 October 2017).

HKIP Annual Awards – adjudication in progress 21 October 2017

-

Present a paper entitled “Inter-cities cooperation and governance mechanism
of the Pearl River delta bay area” at the 2017 Hong Kong Political Science
Association
(HKPSA)
annual
conference
(21
October
2017).
https://www.facebook.com/events/169111380311410/

2. Professor Rebecca Chiu
-

Published the following articles:
Li., J. & Chiu, R.L.H., 2017. Urban investment and development corporations,
new town development and China’s local state restructuring – the case of
Songjiang new town, Shanghai. Urban Geography, pp.1-19.
DOI: 10.1080/02723638.2017.1382308
Abstract: This article seeks to understand China’s new urban space
production and associated state space rescaling through a microscopic
investigation of urban investment and development corporations (UIDCs),
based on a case study of Shanghai’s Songjiang New Town Development
Corporation (SNTDC). It argues that the introduction of UIDCs as both
developers and managers of designated urban regions is a creation of
institutional reformation to accomplish customized place- and scale-speciﬁc
spatial projects under the state strategy of new urban spatial development,
playing an essential part in the rescaling of state space. UIDCs are
economically independent of other social groups, politically bonded with the
local government, and assume entrepreneurial and administrative functions
within designated areas, acting as intermediary agents to enable local states
greater capacity in governing new urban space production, engineering social
change, and propelling economic development.
Satu, S.A. & Chiu, R.L.H., 2017. Livability in dense residential neighbourhoods
of Dhaka. Housing Studies, pp.1–22.
DOI: 10.1080/02673037.2017.1364711
Abstract: Prime cities in developing countries, like Dhaka experience
haphazard and intense horizontal densification. The livability of dense
neighbourhoods needs to be investigated, particularly, the role of housing and
planning in mitigating density problems and capitalizing the advantages of
high-density living. This article argues that housing form and planned
community facilities giving respect to socio-cultural practices can significantly
influence Dhaka’s livability. Also, a wider definition of housing should be
adopted to facilitate improvements in livability. As well, an integrated approach
of residential planning is important in intensified housing development projects
or planning for dense areas, encompassing housing standards, community
facilities, public transport, open space provision and socio-cultural habits. This
paper recommends the Bangladeshi Government to ensure enforcement of
residential plans, to establish density zones in Dhaka’s main urban areas to
guide spatial and transport development and neighbourhood facility provision,
and to give greater respect for cultural practices in neighbourhood planning.

-

delivered an invited presentation on “The Past 20 Years of Shopping Centre
Development in HK and the challenges ahead” at the 2017 Council of Asian
Shopping Centres Conference: Shopping Centre Embracing Change: What’s
Next? Organized by Institute of Shopping Centre Management, 18-19 October
2017, Hong Kong.

-

chaired the CEO Breakfast meeting, at the 2017 Council of Asian Shopping
Centres Conference: Shopping Centre Embracing Change: What’s Next?
Organized by Institute of Shopping Centre Management, 18-19 October 2017,
Hong Kong.

3. Dr. Kyung-min Nam
-

Nam, K.-M. (2017), “Is Spatial Distribution of China’s Population Excessively
Unequal? A Cross-country Comparison”, Annals of Regional Science, 59(2):
453-474.
DOI 10.1007/s00168-017-0839-0
Abstract: This study explores whether China’s population distribution is
excessively biased toward large cities or coastal regions. The test is based on
a fixed effects model estimated from a 5-year panel dataset for 101 countries,
and two spatial inequality measures are computed from 0.25◦ × 0.25◦
population grids for a parallel cross-country comparison. The results show that
the spatial Gini coefficient for China does not deviate from a general trend,
while Moran’s I index is biased upward. This suggests that the spatial
inequality of China’s population distribution tends to be more obvious at the
regional level than at the city level.

4. Dr. Shenjing He
-

Dr. He was invited to give a speech entitled “Spatial rights, aestheticization
and sustainable urban redevelopment in Chinese cities” at the Beijing Forum,
hosted in Diaoyutai State Guest House and Peking University, Beijing, 3-5
November 2017.

-

Dr. He was invited to give a public lecture entitled “Triple Movements in
China’s Urban Transformation: Gentrification and the Remaking of Chinese
Cities” at the School of Geography, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 2
November, 2017.

5. Prof. Bo-sin Tang
-

attended 14th International Congress of Asian Planning Schools Association
(APSA 2017) at Tsinghua University in Beijing, China on 12 October 2017
and presented the following conference paper:
Wong, S.W., Liang, M. and Tang, B.S. (2017), “Planning for urban
transformation of rural villages: an empirical study of shareholding
cooperatives in Guangzhou Luogang District, China”, 14th International
Congress of Asian Planning Schools Association (APSA 2017), Tsinghua
University, Beijing, China, 12 October 2017.

HealthyHDCites
1. Dr. Chinmoy Sarkar, Dean Chris Webster and Prof. John Gallacher
- in their endeavour to bring urban planning and design on to the core of medicine
and public health had the following paper published in The Lancet Planetary
Health at:
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(17)301195/fulltext
Chinmoy Sarkar, Chris Webster, John Gallacher (2017) Association
between adiposity outcomes and residential density: a full-data, cross-sectional
analysis of 419 562 UK Biobank adult participants. The Lancet Planetary Health,
1(7), e277-e288.
Abstract:
Background: Obesity is a major health issue and an important public health
target for urban design. However, the evidence for identifying the optimum
residential density in relation to obesity has been far from compelling. We
examined the association of obesity with residential density in a large and
diverse population sample drawn from the UK Biobank to identify healthyweight-sustaining density environments.
Methods: For this full-data, cross-sectional analysis, we used UK Biobank data
for adult men and women aged 37–73 years from 22 cities across the UK.
Baseline examinations were done between 2006 and 2010. Residential unit
density was objectively assessed within a 1 km street catchment of a
participant's residence. Other activity-influencing built environment factors were
measured in terms of density of retail, public transport, and street-level
movement density, which were modelled from network analyses of through
movement of street links within the defined catchment. We regressed adiposity

indicators of body-mass index (BMI; kg/m2), waist circumference (cm), whole
body fat (kg), and obesity (WHO criteria of BMI ≥30 kg/m2) on residential density
(units per km2), adjusting for activity-influencing built environment factors and
individual covariates. We also investigated effect modification by age, sex,
employment status, and physical activity. We used a series of linear continuous
and logistic regression models and non-linear restricted cubic spline models as
appropriate.
Findings: Of 502 649 adults in the prospective cohort, 419 562 (83·5%)
participants across 22 UK Biobank assessment centres met baseline data
requirements and were included in the analytic sample. The fitted restricted
cubic spline adiposity-residential density dose–response curve identified a
turning point at a residential density of 1800 residential units per km2. Below a
residential density of 1800 units per km2, an increment of 1000 units per km2
was positively related with adiposity, being associated with higher BMI (β 0·19
kg/m2, 95% CI 0·14 to 0·24), waist circumference (β 0·41 cm, 0·28 to 0·54), and
whole body fat (β 0·40 kg, 0·30 to 0·50), and with increased odds of obesity
(odds ratio [OR] 1·10, 1·07 to 1·14). Beyond 1800 units per km2, residential
density had a protective effect on adiposity and was associated with lower BMI
(β −0·22 kg/m2, −0·25 to −0·20), waist circumference (β −0·54 cm, −0·61 to
−0·48), and whole body fat (β −0·38 kg, −0·43 to −0·33), and with decreased
odds of obesity (OR 0·91, 0·90 to 0·93). Subgroup analyses identified more
pronounced protective effects of residential density among individuals who were
younger, female, in employment, and accumulating higher levels of physical
activity, except in the case of whole body fat, for which the protective effects
were stronger in men.
Interpretation: Housing-level policy related to the optimisation of healthy
density in cities might be a potential upstream-level public health intervention
towards the minimisation and offsetting of obesity; however, further research
based on accumulated prospective data is necessary for evidencing specific
pathways. The findings might mean that governments, such as the UK
Government, who are attempting to prevent suburban densification by, for
example, prohibiting the subdivision of single lot housing and the conversion of
domestic gardens to housing lots, will potentially have the effect of inhibiting the
conversion of suburbs into more healthy places to live.
The Comments to this paper appears at:
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(17)301237/fulltext
- The above article has been commented by:
I.Paciencia & A. Moreira (2017) Human health: Is it who you are or where you
live? Lancet Planetary Health 1(6) e263.
The comment is available at:
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(17)301237/fulltext
- Dr. Chinmoy Sarkar was interviewed by Thomson Reuters Foundation News.
•

Thompson Reuters Foundation News:
https://news.trust.org/item/20171005223645-zgrp8/

and
http://www.thisisplace.org/i/?id=14cc7021-8045-4811-a5d9bef285866895
The above article has been reported in most major news networks:
•

Guardian: https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/oct/06/inner-cityliving-makes-for-healthier-happier-people-study-finds

•

Daily Mail (online version):
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/reuters/article-4953838/Cities-makehealthier-happier-people--report.html

•

International Business Times: http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/were-better-offliving-cities-here-are-three-reasons-why-1642132

•

5-minute live interview with London-based talkRADIO in their 6 pm
program.

2. Dean Chris Webster, Dr. Chinmoy Sarkar and Alain Chiaradia
-

has the following paper published in Land Use Policy. This paper was led by
Dr. Yang Xiao at Tongji University.
Yang Xiaoa, Chinmoy Sarkar, Chris Webster, Alain Chiaradia, Yi Lub (2017)
Street network accessibility-based methodology for appraisal of land use
master plans: An empirical case study of Wuhan, China. Land Use Policy, 69,
193-203.
a Dr.
b Dr.

Yang Xiao – Department of Urban Planning, Tongji University
Yi Lu – Department of Architecture and Civil Engineering, City University of Hong Kong

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2017.09.013
Abstract: In rapidly developing countries where master plans quickly lead to new
cities, planning professionals still lack a robust methodology for the appraisal of land
use at the proposal stage. This research proposes a novel approach to master-plan
appraisal based on examining whether the relationship between the planned land use
pattern and the proposed street layout follows a systematic spatial logic, with land
use allocation correlated to accessibility characteristics of a location. Each land use
zone is given a score that reflects the degree to which it is connected to every other
land use zone in the master plan. The scores are derived from topological analysis of
the urban street grid using sDNA (spatial domain network analysis) methodology.1
Our analysis supports the hypothesis of a systematic link between connectivity and
land use class in general and also reveals certain specific features of land use
decision-making in the city. This includes a tendency for public uses to be located on
small sites and in the periphery. This is consistent with profit-maximizing behaviors of
local government. The potential for application of this methodology for evaluating
urban-scale master plans is discussed.

Keywords: Land use master plans, Entrepreneurial behavior, Accessibility, sDNA,
Wuhan

3. Dr. Chinmoy Sarkar and Prof. John Gallacher
-

had the following collaborative paper accepted in the Journal of Public Health:
Giovanni Piumatti, Simon C. Moore, Damon M. Berridge, Chinmoy Sarkar,
John Gallacher (2017) The relationship between alcohol use and long-term
cognitive decline in middle and late life: A longitudinal analysis using UK
Biobank. Journal of Public Health.
Abstract
Background: Using UK Biobank data, this study sought to explain the causal
relationship between alcohol intake and cognitive decline in middle and older
aged populations.
Methods: Data from 13,342 men and women, aged between 40 and 73 years
were used in regression analysis that tested the functional relationship and
impact of alcohol on cognitive performance. Performance was measured using
mean reaction time and intra-individual variation in reaction time, collected in
response to a perceptual matching task. Covariates included body mass index,
physical activity, tobacco use, socioeconomic status, education and baseline
cognitive function.
Results: A restricted cubic spline regression with three knots showed how the
linear (β1=-0.048, 95% CI -0.105 to -0.030) and non-linear effects (β2=0.035,
95% CI 0.007 to 0.059) of alcohol use on mean reaction time and intraindividual variation in reaction time (β1=-0.055, 95% CI -0.125 to -0.034;
β2=0.034, 95% CI 0.002 to 0.064) were significant adjusting for covariates.
Cognitive function declined as alcohol use increased beyond 10g/day. Decline
was more apparent as age increased.
Conclusions: The relationship between alcohol use and cognitive function is
non-linear. Consuming more than one UK standard unit of alcohol per day is
detrimental to cognitive performance and is more pronounced in older
populations.
Keywords: alcohol, cognitive decline, curvilinear, UK Biobank

4. Dr. Chinmoy Sarkar, Sarika Kumari (RA) and Dean Webster
-

got a paper accepted in International Journal of Sustainable transportation.
Chinmoy Sarkar, Chris Webster, Sarika Kumari (2017) Street morphology and
severity of road casualties: A 5-year study of Greater London. International
Journal of Sustainable Transportation.
The entire layout of all newly developed areas must, if necessary, be made
dependent on that safety factor; it would be rather futile to plan, by means of
layout, for hygiene and amenity, but at the same time to overlook that this
same layout is likely, daily and hourly, to cause death or maiming.
Sir H. Alker Tripp, 1942

Abstract: Built environment factors, especially street-scale design and traffic
casualties are intrinsically interlinked. Starting from Alker Tripp’s seminal ideas
about city design, street morphology and accident risk, this paper summarises
results from an increasingly sophisticated line of enquiry at the boundaries
between transport geography, network modelling, urban geography and
planning. It goes on to specify what we believe to be the most comprehensive
study yet, based on five years’ worth of road casualty data from London; GIS
data on street morphology and physical features captured at a street-link unit
of analysis; socio-economics and other determinants of accidents; and
individual data about casualty victims. We test hypotheses about links
between urban morphology and casualty severity using multi-level models with
individual victim attributes at level-one, street-link morphology attributes
(various measure of network connectivity) at level-two, and neighbourhood
descriptors at level-three.
Results indicate that street-level morphology and design (expressed as in
terms of betweenness, divergence ratio and hull radius), together with traffic
volume and physical features of streets are all significantly associated with
odds of ‘Killed and Seriously Injured’ (KSI) causality incidents. We find the
strongest evidence yet recorded that London’s 20-MPH speed-restricted
residential zones reduce the incidence of KSI; while neighbourhood-level
factors such as population density, deprivation of living environment and
access to services are also significant predictors of KSI indicating that
selective urban territorial enclosure can save lives.
Keywords: traffic casualty severity, STATS19, urban design, morphometrics,
multilevel, KSI.

5. Dr. Guibo Sun

- his seed grant for basic research has been approved with an amount of
150,000HKD, entitled 'Walkability and housing price in high density cities of
China' (Awards letter attached). Thank you for the discussions and great
support during writing the proposal. Shall be an interesting project.
Principal Investigator: Dr G Sun
Department: Architecture Faculty
Project title: Walkability and housing price in high density cities of China
Funding scheme: Seed Fund for Basic Research

6. Alain Chiaradia
-

Generated a rendering image with a sky view of the urban Hong Kong outdoor
pedestrian pathways:

iLab
1. Dr. Wilson Lu
- Following the highlight in the University Bulletin, 19 (1), September 2017, his
research on construction waste management (CWM) was further featured in
South China Morning Post (SCMP), 1-Oct-2017. It is about how big data can be
used to help tackle illegal dumping problem in Hong Kong.

- Gave a talk “How big data can help tackle contemporary urban issues? a study
of illegal dumping in Hong Kong” in the Research Workshop on “Frontiers on
Sustainable Construction within the Context of Big Data”, 26-27 October 2017,
Faculty of Construction Management and Real Estate, Chongqing University,
China.

- Gave a talk ““How big data can help tackle contemporary urban issues? a study
of illegal dumping in Hong Kong” in School of Economics and Management,
Southwest Jiaotong University, 30 October 2017, Chengdu, China
Abstract: Socrates said two thousand years ago that “by far the greatest and
most admirable form of wisdom is that needed to plan and beautify cities and
human communities”. Whilst this is still true, urbanism has also caused many
contemporary urban issues such as urban sprawl, gentrification, traffic jams,
crimes and violence, disasters, waste, pollution, and environmental
degradation. These issues are calling upon better urban planning and
governance. In recent years, big data has often appeared on the radar, together
with the concepts of sustainable/smart/resilient cities, to help tackle these urban
issues. This talk touches upon big data and tries to demystify its potential to
help tackle contemporary urban issues, urban crimes in particular. It will use the
illegal dumping of construction waste in Hong Kong as a case study.
Illegal dumping, sometimes called fly-tipping, is a criminal offence generally
referring to intentional and illegal abandonment of household or industrial waste
materials on public or private property. Since the implementation of the
Construction Waste Disposal Charging Scheme (CWDCS) in 2006, illegal
dumping of construction waste has regularly hit the headlines of local
newspapers. Offenders commit it to avoid the tipping fee and save on transport
time and cost, or simply for convenience, yet it is difficult to obtain the concrete
evidence of such offence. Big data can help in this case – to identify illegal
dumping from big data is similar to “identifying needles from a haystack”. This
talk will introduce the operable methodology to tackle this difficult problem.
- Was invited to give a keynote speech on 2017 International Conference on
Construction Engineering and Project Management (ICCEPM) in Sichuan
University, 30 October 2017, Chengdu, China. The conference was jointly
organised by Sichuan University, Tsinghua University, and the Korean Institute
of Construction Engineering and Management (KICEM) The speech is titled
“When West Meets East in Elsewhere”: Chinese Ways of Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) in International Construction”.
Abstract: The global construction market has in recent years witnessed a fast
expansion of Chinese international construction companies (CICCs). The
statistics from the Engineering News-Record (ENR) (2017) show that 65
Chinese companies were listed on the ENR’s Top 250 International Contractors
(TIC225) and in 2016 alone gained a total contracting revenue of $98.93 billion
from their overseas construction market. CICCs are emerging as one of the
strongest contenders in the global construction market among the many old-line
competitors from the U.S., U.K., Japan, and European countries. Meanwhile,
CICCs are also at times criticized as relatively irresponsible in assuming
corporate social responsibility (CSR), e.g. producing substandard work, offering
low pay, and maintaining poor health and safety standards. There are other
criticisms, i.e. the previous US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton warned of a
creeping “new colonialism” in Africa that foreign companies are interested only
in extracting natural resources to enrich themselves; “Local contents” of CSR
have been much ignored.
This talk aims to probe into how CICCs interpret and implement CSR during
their internationalization. The concept of CSR origins on the two sides of the
Atlantic and now has travelled to other countries including China. The common

discourses today are about corporate global citizenship and creating shared
value. Meanwhile, Chinese has a long history of emphasizing similar morals as
CSR. It can be traced back to Confucianism two millennia ago and the first
mingle of Western and Eastern CSR was experienced in the planned economy
era. Their idiosyncrasies of interpreting CSR will thus unavoidably be imprinted
with Chinese traditional ideologies. They will also look over the shoulder of their
peers - Western international construction companies, another dominant force
- in implementing CSR in the international market. The main argument is that
CICCs’ Eastern ways of CSR are unnecessarily as poor as some Western
commentators have claimed. Chinese traditional culture can be an ally to enrich
CSR theories and practices. Yet, CICCs’ eastern ways of CSR are
unnecessarily as good as we have defended. We have many CSR drawbacks
to overcome to make our built environment a better place.
- Published a joint paper with Dr. Kevin Wang (PhD graduate of REC) and Mr
Leo Chen (PhD student of REC):
Wang, H.D., Lu, W.S., Sunderland, J., and Chen, K. (2017). The interplay
between formal and informal institutions in projects: A social network
analysis. Project Management Journal. Forthcoming.
Abstract: In projects, various kinds of formal and informal institutions are crucial
for imprinting and controlling behavior. The interplay and potential conflict
between these two types of institutions have attracted increasing scholarly and
managerial attention, but conventional institutional analyses are hampered by
the lack of effective methodological instruments for understanding these types
and examining their fit (or misfit). This study employs the methodology of social
network analysis (SNA) to capture institutional interplay. We use four
construction projects to illustrate the interplay between formal and informal
networks in projects and to show how this interplay affects project performance.
Our findings reveal that, in general, such performance is better when there is
better fit—which indicates the extent of interplay—between a project’s formal
and informal guiding institutions. We also show how project managers can use
SNA to diagnose formal and informal institutions or networks, enhancing their
fit and thereby improving project performance. Results presented here have
implications for the role of these two institutional types and for how the fit
between them can be improved through conscious effort.
-

Dr Wilson Lu, as a Co-Principal Investigators, partnering with four professors
from Chongqing University, Tsinghua University, and Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, won a National Social Science Fund of China MAJOR project.
The project is titled “Resource and environment bearing capacity evaluation
and policy research of Chinese mega-cities under the big data era”.

-

Published a joint paper with Dr. Kevin Wang (PhD graduate of REC:
Wang, H.D., Zhang, X.L., and Lu, W.S. (2017). Improving social sustainability
in construction: a conceptual framework based on social network analysis.
ASCE Journal of Management in Engineering. Forthcoming.
Abstract: Along with the rapid sustainable development since the publication
of the Agenda 21 on Sustainable Construction (CIB 1999), there have been
increasing calls for social sustainability to be incorporated into construction.

One promising, yet under explored direction is to take into account the context
of temporal construction project-based organizations (PBOs), interconnected
networked stakeholders and the longitudinal monitoring of organizational
governance. The use of Social Network Analysis (SNA) to study various
relationship-oriented phenomena is gaining popularity in organizational
governance and project management, and has the potential to be applied to
construction where PBOs prevail. This paper aims to develop a multi-layered
conceptual framework for improving social sustainability in construction, where
the link between the theories of social sustainability and construction can be
advanced through network thinking and SNA. Based on the framework,
effective operational methods can be derived to measure and analyze the
working relationships involved and, in so doing, the social sustainability
aspects can be better embedded. A building project is investigated as a case
study to illustrate the application of the conceptual framework. By continuous
monitoring of the network interplay and adjustments on institutional settings,
construction can be more socially sustainable in the long run.
2. Ms. Meng YE (PhD student of Wilson Lu in Department of Real Estate and
Construction), Dr. Wilson Lu, Professor Roger Flanagan, and Dr. Kunhui Ye
-

Published the following paper:
Ye, M., Lu, W.S., Flanagan, R., and Ye, K.H. (2017). Diversification in the
international construction business. Construction Management and
Economics, Forthcoming.
Abstract: Economic globalisation has created an interdependent market that
allows companies to transcend traditional national boundaries to conduct
business overseas. In the international construction market, companies often
adopt diversification as a strategy for growth, for risk management, or for both.
However, the diversification patterns of international construction companies
(ICCs) as a group are barely clear. The primary aim of this research is to cover
this knowledge void by mapping ICCs’ diversification patterns in both business
sectors and geographical dispersal. It starts from a literature review of
diversification theories. Based on the review, a series of hypotheses relating
to ICCs’ diversification are proposed. Data is gleaned from Engineering NewsRecord, Bloomberg and Capital IQ, ranging from 2001 to 2015. By testing the
hypotheses, it is found that larger ICCs prefer to diversify than their smaller
counterparts. Most of the ICCs tend to diversify to geographical markets with
similar cultural or institutional environment. Market demands drive ICCs to
diversify to different geographical markets while they are more prudential in
venturing into new business sectors. The research provides not only valuable
insights into diversification patterns of ICCs, but also a solid point of departure
for future theoretical and empirical studies.

Ronald Coase Centre for Property Rights Research
1. Professor KW Chau and Dr. Kelvin Wong
•

The 2017 Asia Pacific Real Estate Symposium (APRERS) organized by The
University of Hong Kong (HKU), the National University of Singapore and
Tsinghua University was held on 24 August 2017 at HKU. The symposium
was co-hosted by HKU’s Ronald Coase Centre for Property Rights Research
(RCCPRR) and Asian Institute of International Financial Law (AIIFL). After a
rigorous selection process by the review committee comprising
representatives from the three organizing universities, 10 papers were
selected for presentation at the Symposium. The presenters, discussants and
symposium participants had an in-depth discussion on each paper. The aim
of the symposium was to foster academic debates and exchange of ideas on
real estate research issues as well as providing suggestions and comments
for the authors to improve the quality the papers.

