Dean’s Roundup: 26 January 2017
Roundup: Ceiling function, the mathematical operation of rounding a
number up to the next higher integer.
Roundup: a term in American English referring to the process of gathering
animals into an area, known as a "Muster" in Australia.
Rounding up: when a helmsman cannot control a boat and it heads into the
wind
Roundup: the plan for an invasion of northern France by Allied forces
during World War II (WikipediA)
Dean’s Roundup: part blog, part bulletin; part honour roll, part curatorial [cu
ra·to ri·al (ky r -tôr - l, -t r -) n. nounised by the Dean from curator +
editorial]
Dear All,
The Year of the Rooster has more geo-political uncertainties than recent years.
Roosters, in the Chinese tradition, are said to be confident, honest and hardworking
and my belief is that these qualities help individuals and organisations weather
stormy seas. HKU seems to be back on its feet after two or more years of battering
and FoA is growing in strength. HKUrbanLab is making its way out there as a global
brand and at the same time refreshing people’s respect for FoA, which already has a
great reputation. New appointments permit us to strengthen and diversify, renew
ourselves and deepen our educational and research offer to the rest of the world.
Nasrine is hoping to be able to advertise three, possibly four new posts in 2017, in
addition to the professor in practice post currently advertised. KW Chau plans to
advertise three posts in 2017 for REC. DUPAD’s latest professorial recruit, a very
fine transport specialist, started in January. I have just signed off an advert for a new
tenure-track Urban Silk Road Assistant Professor post, which is one of a coordinated
set of hires with this focus across the Faculties of Architecture, Arts, Social Science
and Education. FoA’s Silk Road post is being advertised broadly and we shall decide
which department it is hosted by once we see shortlist. I am expecting pressure from
on high to use discretionary funds made available in association with faculties’ 2017
Faculty Development Plans, to make another similar coordinated appointment across
faculties. Several might be of interest to us, including an arts-humanities
appointment, coordinated on some theme of mutual interest such as conservation,
curating and museum management in the arts; a post focusing on sustainable cities
and buildings science and/or policy linked with engineering, science and social
science faculties; or a post linking ecology, landscape and agricultural science. If
anyone has any additional compelling ideas that would (a) fill a subject-area gap in
your department/ FoA and (b) contribute to an existing strategic FoA/HKUrbanLab
research focus, then please let me know.
I wish you all a very fulfilling and successful year of the Rooster. With congratulations
to those mentioned below and thanks to everyone for their hard work to make FoA
great.

Chris

Staff Movements
1. Mr. Mathew Pryor, Head of the Division of Landscape Architecture, has been
promoted to Associate Professor (Teaching) with effect from 1 January 2017.
2. Dr. Zhou Jiangping, has joined the Department of Urban Planning and Design as
the Associate Professor with effect from 29 December 2016.

Teaching and other Achievements
FoA Departments and Divisions
Faculty of Architecture (FoA)
1. Dean Webster
-

Has been appointed as Honorary Professor of UCL (University College
London), in the Centre for Advanced Spatial Analysis (CASA), from 2016-2019.

Department of Real Estate and Construction (DREC)
1. Sr. Wong Bay
-

Has been appointed by The Chief Executive as a member of the Antiquities
Advisory Board under section 17(1) of the Antiquities and Monuments
Ordinance (Cap. 53) for two years from 1 January 2017 to 31 December 2018.

2. Dr. Isabelle Chan
-

Was invited to the judging panel member of the ‘Occupational Health Award
2016’, jointly organized by the Occupational Safety and Health Council; the
Labour Department, HKSAR; Department of Health, HKSAR; the
Pneumoconiosis Compensation Fund Board; and the Occupational Deafness
Compensation Board. This award recognizes organizations that make
significant efforts to implement comprehensive and effective measures for
occupational health. Four site visits have been conducted on 6th Jan 2017.

-

Facilitated a CPD workshop entitled ‘Mindfulness-based Stress Reduction for
the Health of Construction Practitioners’, organized by the Institute of Safety
and Health Practitioners, from 11th Nov to 30th Dec 2016 (eight 2.5 hour
sessions plus one full day). Dr. Mei-yung Leung, City University of Hong Kong,
is another facilitator of the workshop.

Research Achievements
HKUrbanLab research groups
Centre of Urban Studies and Urban Planning (CUSUP)

1. Dhaka’s Research Visit
-

The Dhaka Research Team conducted a research trip to the City from 7 – 12
January, 2017. The team comprised Prof. Rebecca L.H. Chiu (team leader),
Dean Chris Webster, Dr. Shenjing He, Dr. Weifeng Li, Dr. Kyung-Min Nam,
Ms. Dorothy S. Tang, and Dr. Darren Cheung.

7 January - visited government housing site and police housing quarter site
in the Purbachal New Town.

Dr. Chowdhury Md. Zaber Sadeque, Additonal SP (Development) of the
Bangladesh Police, briefed the Team on the development of the police
housing quarter site in Purbachal New Town.

8 January - The Bangladesh Institute of Planners organized a meeting on
“Urban Infrastructure and Housing” under its Dialogue Series on Urban
Planning and Development at its headquarters for the HKU Team to exchange
ideas with the Institute’s key members and key persons in various public
authorities.

After the opening remarks from Prof. AKM Abul Kalam, President of the
Bangladesh Institute of Planners, and Dr. Shammi Akter Satu, Prof. Chris
Webster and Prof. Rebecca L.H. Chiu spoke on infrastructure connectivity and
land value, and housing policy and policy environment in Hong Kong
respectively. The presentations were followed by other presentations and
open discussion. Also speaking at the meeting were Dr. Hossain Zillur
Rahman, Chairman of the Power and Participation Research Centre,
Bangladesh and Adviser of the former Caretaker Government of Bangladesh;
Dr. Khurshid Zabin Hossain Taufique, Director of Urban Development
Directorate, Government of Bangladesh, and key persons of various public
authorities.

9 January - the Team met with Mr. M Bazlul Karim Chaudhury, Chairman, and
Mr. Md. Sirajul Islam, Chief Town Planner, of the Capital Development
Authority (RAJUK) to discuss the latest planning issues in Dhaka.

9 January - the Team met the Secretary of the Bangladesh Bridge Authority,
Khandker Anwarul Islam, and Project Director of the Padma Bridge project.

The Project Director of Padma Bridge gave briefing to the Team on the details
of the bridge construction.

10 January - the Team visited Kollyanpur slum and Sadek Khan slum to
understand the present slum conditions in Dhaka.

11 January - the Team met with the Mayor of North Dhaka City Corporation,
Mr. Annisul Huq about the management of the city.

The Team visited the Department of Urban and Regional Planning,
Jahangirnagar University on January 11 afternoon.
2. Dr Jianzheng Liu (Post-doctoral Fellow in DUPAD)
-

Dr Jianzheng Liu visited Peking University Shenzhen Graduate School to
conduct a survey from November 2016 to January 2017. During his visit, Dr
Liu taught a postgraduate seminar course entitled "Seminar series on
Research Design" for postgraduate students in the School of Urban Planning
and Design at Peking University Shenzhen Graduate School.

3. Professor Rebecca Chiu
-

Delivered an invited presentation “Urban Infrastructure and Housing” at the
Dialogue Series on Urban Planning and Development in Dhaka, Bangladesh,
organised by the Bangladesh Institute of Planners (BIP) on January 8, 2017.

-

Delivered an invited presentation “Livability in Hong Kong” at the Smart Living
Conference, organized by Productivity Council, 13 January 2017.

-

Delivered an invited presentation “Liveability Concepts and Hong Kong’s
Liveability” at the HONG KONG 2030+ Knowledge Sharing Seminar 1 –
Liveability, organized by Planning Department, HKSAR, 15 January 2017.

4. Dr. Shenjing He
-

Led a group of six PhD candidates/researchers (including one Post-doc and
one senior research assistant) from DUPAD and REC to visit Chongqing
University, 22-29 December 2016. Group members from FoA HKU include
Ms. Rong Cai, Dr. Dong Wang, Ms. Xi Wang, Mr. Zongcai Wei, Mr. Linchuan
Yang, Dr. Zhao Zhang. This trip was funded by the “HKU-China 1000
Exchange scheme 2016 (2016 香港大學千人内地交流計劃)”, the Ministry of
Education, P. R. China. The co-organizer of this exchange activity is Dr. Miao
Xu from the School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Chongqing
University. Six researchers from HKU and five PhD candidates from
Chongqing University presented their research at the Doctoral Forum on
Urban Transition and Governance, Dr. Shenjing He and faculty members
from Chongqing University, include the Dean of Architecture and the Head of
Planning Department served as discussants.

-

The team from FoA HKU also visited The School of Construction
Management and Real Estate and some public rental housing estates.

-

Delivered an invited public lecture on Homeowner Associations and
Neighborhood Governance of Gated Community – A Case Study of
Guangzhou, at the School of Architecture and Urban Planning at Chongqing
University, 23 December 2016.

Abstract: Drawing on a large-scale household survey and in-depth interviews
in Guangzhou, China, this research closely examines the formation and
operation of homeowner associations (HOAs) and their governance efficacy
in urban neighborhoods. This study examines the application of theories on
private governance and collective action in the Chinese context and integrates
the empirical analyses into a general discussion of state–market–society
interactions. The HOA concept in China is far from a form of private
governance by Western definition. On the contrary, it generates a societal
force to counterbalance the market force brought by property management
companies and the state power enforced by the residents’ committee to
address homeowners’ political and material needs. Collective action theory is
a useful explanatory tool for the HOA’s governance efficacy in China. Yet, the
state power and market force also bring a strong imprint on the decisionmaking of collective action in terms of determining organizational
arrangements, the availability and quality of information, and the benefits of
collective action.

iLab
1. Wilson Lu, Linzi Zheng (a PDF working with Dr Lu), Ke Chen (REC PhD student),
Prof. K.W. Chau, and Yuhan Niu (REC PhD student)
-

Published an article “Zheng, L., Lu, W., Chen, K., Chau, K.W., and Niu, Y.
(2017). Benefit sharing for BIM implementation: Tackling the moral hazard
dilemma in inter-firm cooperation. International Journal of Project
Management. Forthcoming”.
Abstract: Building information modelling (BIM) plays an important role in
furthering value-creation of construction projects by advocating information
sharing between firms and managing projects collaboratively. However,
individual firms inherently safeguard their self-interests, even though
cooperation might reap joint BIM benefits for a project overall. This epitomizes
a typical problem of moral hazards in inter-firm project-based organizations.
To incentivize inter-firm cooperation for BIM implementation, this paper
develops an outcome-linked benefit sharing model that considers sharing joint
BIM benefits among stakeholders including designers, contractors, and clients.
By modeling stakeholders’ behaviors as evolutionary games within a

principal–agent formalism, it has been deducted that (1) designers/contractors
could be incentivized to cooperate had each stakeholder received a share
higher than the quotient of BIM costs over value-creation in the
design/construction phase; and (2) how joint BIM benefits can be more than
noncooperation outcomes is key for clients to support BIM implementation.
2. Dr. Wilson Lu
-

Visited “Chongqing Logistics City (CLC)” in Chongqing on 11 Jan 2017,
meeting with the Chairman of the CLC and vice mayor of Shapingba District,
Chongqing where the CLC is affiliated to. The CLC is set to be built into an
international railway port in inland China and a new modern trade & logistics
city in Western China. The CLC is planned to cover an area of 35.5 square
kilometers with the total investment of CNY 111.7 billion.

-

Gave a talk “Smart construction objects” in Faculty of Construction
Management and Real Estate at Chongqing University. He also met the Dean,
the Associate Dean, Professor Liyin Shen and other members in the Faculty.

HealthyHD Cities Lab
1. Dr. Guibo Sun, Dean Webster and Alain Chiaradia
-

Had the following paper accepted: Guibo Sun, Chris Webster, Alain
Chiaradia (2017). Objective assessment of station approach routes:
development and reliability of an audit for walking environments around metro
stations
in
China.
Journal
of
Transport
&
Health”
DOI: 10.1016/j.jth.2017.01.010
Abstract: Twenty-Five Chinese cities have built up 87 urban rail transit lines
during last 6 years. These developments have not been generally
accompanied by integration of walking environments with the transit stations.
In this paper, we develop and test reliability of a 67-item urban rail walking
access scan tool to measure the walking environments of access routes to
urban rail transit. This instrument is for the many similar new lines appearing
across China’s cities and can assist urban rail planners to understand and
remediate walking environments within station catchment areas to increase
transit ridership.

