Dean’s Roundup (Friday, 15 January 2016)
Roundup: Ceiling function, the mathematical operation of rounding a
number up to the next higher integer.
Roundup: a term in American English referring to the process of
gathering animals into an area, known as a "Muster" in Australia.
Rounding up: when a helmsman cannot control a boat and it heads
into the wind
Roundup: the plan for an invasion of northern France by Allied forces
during World War II (WikipediA)
Dean’s Roundup: part blog, part bulletin; part honour roll, part
curatorial [cu ra·to ri·al (ky r -tôr - l, -t r -) n. nounised by the Dean
Dear All,
A Happy New Year to you all. The gap since the last Roundup means this is a
long and informative one, so I shall keep my pre-amble short.
Let me share with you briefly my hopes for FoA in 2016. I see the year ahead as a
launch year for HKUrbanLab and for a re-imaged FoA. I have been working very
hard with many of you to spend money, generously allocated to us by the Provost
and VC. I have been offering research groups either an RA or a PDF, depending
on needs. The list is nearly complete and I need everyone to work swiftly with
Cordelia and Shirley to make these appointments. It is essential that between now
and the summer we get the researchers in place and active on our projects. That
way I can bid for continued and additional funding in the 2016/17 year. All told,
and from various funding sources, the following new researchers will be in place in
the UrbanLab by April 2016, with some already in post:
•

6 Research Assistants (Rural Urban Lab, SustainablehighdensityCities,
HealthyhighdensityCities x2, Architectural History and Theory group, and
Urban Ecology and Design Lab)

•

1 Research Assistant Professor (iLab)

•

8 Post Doctoral Fellows (iLab, SustainablehighdensityCities, RCCPRRCUSUP, CUSUP-RCCPRR, HealthyhighdensityCities x2, RCCPRR,
SustainablehighdensityCities-CUSUP)

•

1 Assistant Professor (HealthyhighdensityCities and Faculty GIS teaching and
academic research support across all research groups)

•

1 Associate Professor (Urban Design across all departments and working
with CUSUP and SustainablehighdensityCities)

•

1 Senior lecture (FabLab)

Supporting these 18 new appointments are the following equipment investments:
•
•

1 robot for the FabLab
a state of art experimental VR and sensory feedback vision lab for the DLArun healthy landscape experimental lab (working title)

•
•

the recently completed 5DBIM lab occupying the entire 4th floor of the
Shanghai Study Centre
a new iLab facility on Knowles f7, due by the end of 2016

Expect more news as the appointments are made. There are some ongoing
additional appointments under discussion and I remain open to compelling funding
proposals that have a high probability of raising our international research profile.
From the summer, we should be seeing the first fruits of these investments in
people, kit and space. At that stage I think it will be time to widely promote
HKUrbaLab, along with a new FoA prospectus listing our new teaching programs
(4-5 new masters programs are in preparation). We will do this by a launch event,
high quality brochures and project briefings and some regional and world touring.
I would also like to think about embarking on a major capital campaign at that
stage, to take us to another level by securing ample long-term funding. If all goes
well, I can see us wanting to make a bid for additional research space, perhaps a
HKUrbanLab unit in the Sassoon Road inter-disciplinary research building. This
would free-up more Knowles space for teaching.
Thanks for all your efforts in making HKU FoA such an energizing and exciting
place to teach and research. I truly believe that we are in the process of creating
something that our competitors around the world will want to either emulate or buy
into.

Congratulations to all those listed below.
Chris

Movements of Faculty members
1. Dr. Cecilia Chu, Assistant Professor of the Department of Urban Planning and
Design, has transferred to the Division of Landscape Architecture with effect
from 1 January 2016.
2. Professor Berry Hsu of the Department of Real Estate and Construction will
complete his current term of service on 31 January 2016.
3. Dr. Daniel Ho, Associate Professor of the Department of Real Estate and
Construction, has joined the Faculty of Design and Environment of the
Technological and Higher Education Institute of Hong Kong (THEi) as a
Professor after completed his current term of service on 31 December 2015.
4. Ms. Tris Kee, Assistant Professor of the Department of Architecture, has joined
the Faculty of Design and Environment of the Technological and Higher
Education Institute of Hong Kong (Thei) as an Associate Professor and a
Programmes Leader, after completed her current term of service on 31
December 2015.
5. Ms. Lydia Lu Shine, Senior Research Assistant, has joined the Faculty with
effect from 1 December 2015.

6. Ms. Ying Zhou, Assistant Professor, has joined the Department of Architecture
with effect from 4 January 2016

Department of Architecture (DARCH)
1. Ms. Juan Du
-

Awarded the University's "We Are With You Project Fund 2014-15 (Second
Round)" for the physical implementation of two community projects titled
"Subdivided Flat Home Improvement Project and Water Community Mobile
Living Museum in the Southern District".

2. Ms. Tris Kee
-

Presented her GRF research paper, “New Elderly Housing Typology – the
Case of Hong Kong” at the International Conference of Social Sciences in
Tokyo, Dec 4, 2015.

-

Was invited to be a Session Chair at the International Conference of Social
Sciences in Tokyo, Dec 4, 2015.

-

Exhibited an installation “Re-thinking Industrialized Heritage –
Revitalization of Hong Kong Industrial Buildings in Adaptive Reuse”
featuring collective work from the ARCH4602 Building Technology course,
at the Hong Kong BI-CITY BIENNALE OF URBANISM\ARCHITECTURE at
Kowloon Park, Dec 2015- March 2016.

Department of Real Estate and Construction
(DREC)
1. Professor Lawrence Lai, Dr. Daniel Ho and Dr. Stephen Davies
-

Teachers and students of Department of Real Estate and Construction
discovered a long forgotten boundary marker stone from the very earliest
days of the British presence in Hong Kong. This B.O. No4, boundary stone,
is located in the Lei Yue Mun Park and Holiday Village in Sai Wan Shan.
The 172 year old stone marked the northern boundary of the military land
of the long abandoned Saiwan Barracks of which it is today the only
surviving reminder. The Department has informed the Antiquities and
Monuments Office of its finding. Professor Chau Kwong-wing, Head of
Department and Chair Professor, has sent the Commissioner for Heritage a
recommendation, drafted by Dr Stephen N.G. Davies in consultation with
Professors Lawrence Lai Wai-chung and Dr Daniel Ho Chi-wing, that the
stone be made an AAB Grade I listed object. The research team
comprising Professor Lawrence Lai, Dr. Daniel Ho and Dr. Stephen Davies
has participated in a field trip with the media, which was organized by HKU,
on 15 December 2015 to disseminate their research findings (press
release).

2. Professor Steve Rowlinson
-

Delivered a Fall Semester Invited Keynote Address at The Bartlett School,
School of Construction & Project Management, University College London
on 26 Oct 2015 entitled "One Country, Two Systems; Two Systems, One
country."

-

Delivered a speech entitled ‘Building Safety Culture and Competence: BIM,
gaming and all that’ at the CLP Safety Forum – Safety Awareness through
3D animations and graphics on 23 Nov 2015.

Professor Rowlinson at the speech
-

Participated in the Stakeholder Workshop of Gammon Construction
Limited 20th Nov 2015

-

Delivered a paper entitled "Public Sector Procurement: Process and
Technology Innovations" as an Invited Expert at the Second Habitechno
International Seminar organised by the Faculty of Architecture, Planning
and Policy Development, Bandung Institute of Technology, Indonesia, 9
November 2015.

3. Dr. Isabelle Chan
-

has been invited to be one of the judging panel members of the
‘Occupational Health Award 2015’. This award is jointly organized by the
Occupational Safety and Health Council, the Labour Department, the
Pneumoconiosis Compensation Fund Board, and the Occupational
Deafness Compensation Board. It recognizes organizations that make
significant efforts to implement comprehensive and effective measures for
occupational health. A site visit was conducted on 3 November 2015.

-

Participated in the HKIBIM-CIC BIM Conference 2015 on 19 November
2015.

-

Invited to participate in the CLP Safety Forum – Safety Awareness through
3D animations and graphics on 23 Nov 2015.

4. Dr. Daniel Ho
-

Conducted a seminar on “Building Maintenance Cost Database” organized
by the Macao Management Association (MMA) on 29 October 2015 in
Macao. The seminar was attended by 100 delegates from the Macao SAR
government, the Public Security Police Force, property management
professionals, developers, etc. The seminar was reported in the local
media (in Chinese):
Macau Daily News, B07, 30-Oct-2015:
http://www.macaodaily.com/html/2015-10/30/content_1040617.htm
Hou Kong Daily, A11, 30-Oct-2015:

http://www.houkongdaily.com/20151030-A11-6041.html
5. Dr. Wilson Lu
-

Served as an international assessor for the CIOB Research Paper Award
2015, from November to December 2015.

-

Delivered a talk “iLab@HKU, urban big data, and some interesting
research projects on the ground” to the MSc Students in Dept. of Land
Economy at Cambridge University on 30 November 2015.

-

Visited Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh and delivered a talk “Application
of BIM and views on the developing construction market in China” in the
School of Energy, Geoscience, Infrastructure and Society. He also
discussed the research collaboration plan on some potential topics such as
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and Building Information Modelling
(BIM), from 2nd to 3rd Dec 2015.

6. Sr. Peter Bay Wong
-

Re-appointed by the Chairman of Construction Industry Council as a
Director of the Hong Kong Green Building Council Limited (HKGBC) for the
term of office from 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2017 (both dates
inclusive).

-

Re-appointed by the Director of Buildings as a member of the Inspectors
Registration Committee Panel and the Inspectors Registration Committee
for a period of two years commencing 1 January 2016.

Department of Urban Planning and Design
(DUPAD)
1. Professor Rebecca Chiu
-

Invited by the World Renewable Energy Network to become a member of
the International Advisory and Program Committee for the WREC XVI
conference to be held in Perth, Western Australia in February 2017.

-

Invited by the Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors and the Hong Kong
Association of Property Management Companies to be an honourable
member of the Jury Panel of 2016 Quality of Property and Facilities
Management Award.

2. Dr. Shenjing He
-

was invited to join the Urban-Rural Governance and Policy Research
Committee, Urban Planning Society of China and give a talk at the inaugural
conference of the research committee on 28 November, 2015, Nanjing,
China.

-

is invited to join the steering committee of Urban China Research Network
(UCRN). UCRN was initiated in 1999 by researchers at the State University
of New York at Albany, USA. Major research funding by the Andrew Mellon
Foundation made it possible to organize a series of conferences and working
groups and to sponsor a small grant program that supported over 100 young
scholars during 2000-2005. UCRN promotes multidisciplinary research
through international conferences, exchanges of faculty and students,
establishment of working groups, and seed funding for new projects.
Network members are at work on research projects ranging from urban
morphology to the dynamics of rural-urban migration to issues concerning
housing, crime and changing family structure within China.
Further details about UCRN can be found at the following website:
http://mumford.albany.edu/chinanet/index.html

3. Prof. Anthony Yeh
-

Attended the Academic Committee of the Guangdong Key Laboratory on
Urbanization and Geographical Environmental Spatial Modelling on 21
November 2015 as the Chairman of the Academic Committee.

-

Invited to be a panel member of the International Conference on Hong
Kong and the World under the Belt and Road Initiative organized by the
Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies of the Chinese University of
Hong Kong and the Central Policy Unit of the HKSAR Government from 1718 December 2015 at the Chinese University of Hong Kong

4. Prof. Bo-sin Tang
-

Participated in a two-day workshop on “Multiple Urbanisms: Urban Theory
and the Global South” organized by the Global South Studies Center,
University of Cologne, Germany from 19 - 20 November.

5. Ms. Christina Lo
-

Appointed as a Member of the Appeal Tribunal Panel, Section 45 of the
Buildings Ordinance (Cap 123) for 3 years, from 1 Dec 2015 to 30 Nov
2018.

Division of Architectural Conservation
Programmes (DACP)
1. Prof. Lynne DiStefano
-

As a Faculty Associate of the School of Restoration Arts at Willowbank
(Canada), invited to lead three sessions for the three-year graduate
programme: Conservation Plan, Cultural Mapping and Interpretation, from
9 to 11 November 2015.

2. Dr. Hoyin Lee
-

Invited as a keynote speaker at the “Guangzhou-Hong Kong Forum on the
Adaptive Reuse of Historical Buildings” (歷史建築合理利用粵港論壇),
organised by the Guangzhou Lingnan Architecture Research Center,
Guangzhou Urban Planning Bureau on 19 November 2015; The Forum
was attended by representatives from the Office of the Historical and
Cultural Landmarks of Guangzhou Committee, and the Land Resources
and Planning Administration of various municipal districts.
See:
http://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzA3MDk2ODg3Nw==&mid=400612636
&idx=1&sn=80e03caf73349ebca1407a5d6b249c6e&scene=1&srcid=11198
UYmhF1bfrZpXSHveGQG&from=singlemessage&isappinstalled=0#wechat
_redirect

-

Published journal paper, “Size Does Matter: The ‘Order of Focus’ Approach
for Conserving and Exhibiting Large-scale Military Artefacts in Military
Museums,” in Surveying & Built Environment, Vol. 24, Issue 1 (Dec. 2015):
83-94. (Published by The Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors, ISSN 18169554]

-

Delivered a public lecture, “Chinese Revival Architecture of China’s
Republican Period” (「民國時代的中華復興建築」, in Cantonese), by
invitation of the Dr. Sun Yat-sen Museum, 19 December 2015. See:
http://hk.drsunyatsen.museum/en_US/web/sysm/activites/programmes101
2/talk.html. (Attended by about 60 people – the quota was 40 people)

3. Dr. Ken Nicolson
-

Published a book, Landscapes Lost and Found: Appreciating Hong Kong’s
Heritage Cultural Landscapes (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press,
2016) (ISBN 9768-962-209-339-3). Description of the book: “Landscapes
Lost and Found is an essential reference for conservation professionals
and students. Cultural landscape is an important concept that has been
recognised by UNESCO as a World Heritage category, and the author
contextualises the concept with local examples, making it relevant to Hong
Kong and other Asian cities.” HKU Press pamphlet attached.

Division of Landscape Architecture (DLA)
1. Yuan Lin, visiting research scholar
-

published a paper titled “Controversies and Consensus of Green Heart
Strategy in Randstad Holland During 60 years of Development and Their
Inspirations for Contemporary China” in the Journal of Urban Planning
International, which can be retrieved by CSSCI.
Abstract: Randstad Holland is well-known for its regional form that
polycentric Metropolis ring and big green heart coexist with each
other. However, 60 years of the implementation of Green Heart
strategy is not an accomplishment in one action. There have been
lots of controversies over a long time which brought about extensive
debates about its persistence or discard. There are two main
controversies. One happened in 60-70s, when the concept of
Green Heart Metropolitan was just been putted forward, the
economic recovery after the World War II stimulated the rapid
growth of the built land within the Green Heart, which confused the
people about the strategy's effectiveness; the other happened in
mid-1990s, when the Ministry of Space Planning conducted a road
controversy about the Green Heart strategy's survival, during which
here are critics and resistance, and approval and support as well,
sufficiently affecting the ideal and paradox of the conservation of
agriculture area in Metropolitan region. This paper tries to better
understand the controversies and consensus of Green Heart
strategy, and better grasp the new trends of protection and
management in green heart, so as to provide some insights for the
urbanization and rural area protection in contemporary China.

2. 2015 The 13th Asian Design Award competition
-

Three of last year’s Thesis students (and their tutors) have won awards at
the 13th Asian Design Award competition (2015), for their thesis
projects. This is the national level award scheme for students of landscape
schools in China
o Esther FUNG Yick Nga: Gold Award - Best Original Design Awards
in Landscape Architecture category
o Gap CHUNG Wai Kin: Silver Award - Best Original Design Awards
in Landscape Architecture category
o Ffion ZHANG Zihui: won the Silver Award - Best Design Project
Awards.
o Andrew TOLAND, Ashley Scott KELLY, Mathew PRYOR received
awards for Tutor of Merit / Outstanding Instructor
Results listed at http://a424420597.oinsite.yh.mynet.cn/_d277115427.htm
The website does not have an English version, but you can search "The
University of Hong Kong" for the information.
Below is the award leaflet in English for reference:

3. Gap CHUNG Wai Kin (MLA Graduate)
-

won a Bronze award at the Singapore Institute of Landscape Architects
Awards – Student Design Awards 2015, for his thesis project supervised by
Matthew Pryor, citation as below.

4. Scott Jennings Melbourne
-

Published the following in the current issue of the University of
Pennsylvania’s LA+ journal:
Melbourne, SJ (2015). Resort Urbanism: The Role of Landscape in Hong
Kong's Discovery Bay. LA+ Interdisciplinary Journal of Landscape
Architecture, 2, 96-101.
Abstract: Hong Kong’s Discovery Bay presents an emergent typology for
integrating urban growth at significant densities within a rich topographic
condition. A mixed-use development primarily devoted to residences,
Discovery Bay manifests commercial success even as the collective project
highlights risks in combining urban convenience with landscapes of leisure
before more comprehensively establishing the social structures of
community. Within the context of an increasingly dynamic Southeast Asia,
it is critical that successful, if imperfect, developments like Discovery Bay
are investigated as living experiments that may inform future growth
patterns throughout the region. As a built work with more than three
decades of expansion and inhabitation, DB (as Discovery Bay is
colloquially called) is also relevant to designers and planners beyond this
territory who may recognize within the development, relationships and
ideas worthy of adapting to different climatic and economic contexts.

5. Matthew Pryor
-

presented a paper ‘On The Nature Of Stone Wall Trees’ at the 8th Annual
International Arboriculture Summit - Hong Kong (November 19, 2015)

-

his article titled ‘Street Tree Planting in Hong Kong in the Early Colonial
Period (1842-98)’ published in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society
Hong Kong Branch. (Vol 55). http://www.royalasiaticsociety.org.hk/

Centre for Urban Studies and Urban Planning
(CUSUP)
1. Prof. Anthony Yeh
-

presented a Keynote Paper on "Mega-City Regions in China : Past,
Present, and Future" in the 2015 International Symposium on Megaregions
in China organized by the Faculty of Architecture, Design and Planning and
co-sponsored by the China Studies Centre, University of Sydney, on 24
November 2015.

2. Prof. Anthony Yeh and Mr. Zhong Teng (PhD student) (DUPAD)
Anthony G.O. Yeh, Teng Zhong (PhD student) and Yang Yue (2015),
"Hierarchical polygonization for generating and updating lane-based road
network information for navigation from road markings", International
Journal of Geographical Information Science, 29:9, 1509-1533.
Abstract: Lane-based road network information, such as lane geometry,
destination, lane changing, and turning information, is important in vehicle
navigation, driving assistance system, and autonomous driving. Such
information, when available, is mainly input manually. However, manual
methods for creating and updating data are not only costly but also timeconsuming, labor-intensive, and prone to long delays. This paper proposes
a hierarchical polygonization method for automatic generation and updating
of lane-level road network data for navigation from a road marking database
that is managed by government transport department created by digitizing
or extraction from aerial images. The proposed method extends the
hierarchy of a road structure from ‘road–carriageway–lane’ to ‘road–
carriageway–lane–basic lane’. Basic lane polygons are constructed from
longitudinal road markings, and their associated navigational attributes, such
as turning information and speed limit, are obtained from transverse road
markings by a feature-in-polygon overlay approach. A hierarchical road
network model and detailed algorithms are also illustrated in this paper. The
proposed method can accelerate the process of generating and updating
lane-level navigation information and can be an important component of a
road marking information system for road management.

3. Dr. Shenjing He
-

organised a special issue entitled "Migration, communities, and segregation
in Chinese cities" for Eurasian Geography and Economics, together with
Prof. Si-ming Li of Hong Kong Baptist University and Prof. Kam Wing Chan
of University of Seattle. This special issue includes 5 papers and an
introduction with the following details:
Shenjing He, Si-Ming Li & Kam Wing Chan (2015) Migration, communities,
and segregation in Chinese cities: introducing the special issue, Eurasian
Geography and Economics, 56:3, 223-230, DOI:
10.1080/15387216.2015.1103661

-

Together with Prof. Donggen Wang, Dr. Shenjing He co-edited a book
entitled "Mobility, Sociability, and Well-being of urban Living", published by
Springer (Berlin), 2016, with the following details:
Wang, Donggen, He, Shenjing (Eds.) 2016. Mobility, Sociability and Wellbeing of Urban Living. Berlin: Springer.
Abstract: This book investigates critical urban issues related to socio-spatial
segregation, housing, daily travel, mobility of the elderly, etc. from the
perspective of wellbeing. This is a collection of the latest research works by
frontline researchers working in the fields of geography, urban studies,
transport, and sociology. Drawing on theoretical and empirical explorations,
collected chapters in this book connect mobility and wellbeing, bridge
geography and health, and analyze the implications of mobility
disadvantages on urban marginal groups’ wellbeing. Research findings
presented in the book are also highly relevant for practitioners and policy
makers in the pursuit of improving urban livability since wellbeing, or quality
of life, is increasingly considered as an important criteria alternative to
income growth to evaluate economic, social and urban development.

4. Mr. Jianzheng Liu (Ph.D. student), Dr. Jie Li and Dr. Weifeng Li (DUPAD)
-

Published a graphical article in Environment and Planning A:
Liu, Jianzheng, Jie Li, Weifeng Li, and Jingsi Shaw. 2015. "Mapping ethnic
migration in mainland China from the early 1960s to 2010." Environment
and Planning A 47 (12):1-3. doi: 10.1177/0308518X15616632.
Abstract: This study aims to map ethnic migration activities associated
with a significant change in the mix of ethnicities for a given area in China
from the early 1960s to 2010 and to ascertain where and among which
ethnic groups such activities were prevalent in the past 50 years. To our
knowledge, this is the first effort toward a nationwide mapping of ethnic
migration in China in the past 50 years that has been undertaken.
To achieve this, we utilized the Geo-referencing of ethnic groups (GREG)
dataset, a widely used ethnic distribution dataset developed by Weidmann
et al. (2010); the LandScan 2010 population grid; and 2010 census data for
China. The original data in the GREG dataset are drawn from the wellknown 1964 Soviet Atlas Narodov Mira.

-

Published a review article in ISPRS Journal of Photogrammetry and
Remote Sensing:
Liu, Jianzheng, Jie Li, Weifeng Li, and Jiansheng Wu. "Rethinking big data:
A review on the data quality and usage issues." ISPRS Journal of
Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing. doi:
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.isprsjprs.2015.11.006.
Abstract: The recent explosive publications of big data studies have well
documented the rise of big data and its ongoing prevalence. Different types
of ‘‘big data” have emerged and have greatly enriched spatial information
sciences and related fields in terms of breadth and granularity. Studies that
were difficult to conduct in the past time due to data availability can now be
carried out. However, big data brings lots of ‘‘big errors” in data quality and
data usage, which cannot be used as a substitute for sound research
design and solid theories. We indicated and summarized the problems
faced by current big data studies with regard to data collection, processing
and analysis: inauthentic data collection, information incompleteness and
noise of big data, unrepresentativeness, consistency and reliability, and
ethical issues. Cases of empirical studies are provided as evidences for
each problem. We propose that big data research should closely follow
good scientific practice to provide reliable and scientific ‘‘stories”, as well as
explore and develop techniques and methods to mitigate or rectify those
‘big-errors’ brought by big data.

iLab
1. Professor Steve Rowlinson (DREC)
-

co-organized a BIM demonstration and Introduction to iLab with RIB on 23
Nov 2015.

Professor Rowlinson at the speech

This event attracted nearly 100 participants
-

delivered a paper entitled "Public Sector Procurement: Process and
Technology Innovations" as an Invited Expert at the Second Habitechno
International Seminar organised by the Faculty of Architecture, Planning
and Policy Development, Bandung Institute of Technology, Indonesia, 9
November 2015.

-

delivered a speech entitled ‘Building Safety Culture and Competence: BIM,
gaming and all that’ at the CLP Safety Forum – Safety Awareness through
3D animations and graphics on 23 Nov 2015.

Professor Rowlinson at the speech
2. Dr. Isabelle Chan
has participated in the HKIBIM-CIC BIM Conference 2015 on 19
November 2015.
-

has been invited to participate in the CLP Safety Forum – Safety
Awareness through 3D animations and graphics on 23 Nov 2015.

3. Dr. Wilson Lu
Delivered a talk “iLab@HKU, urban big data, and some interesting
research projects on the ground” to the MSc Students in Dept. of Land
Economy at Cambridge University on 30 November 2015.

-

Visited Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh and delivered a talk “Application
of BIM and views on the developing construction market in China” in the
School of Energy, Geoscience, Infrastructure and Society. He also
discussed the research collaboration plan on some potential topics such
as Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and Building Information
Modelling (BIM), from 2nd to 3rd Dec 2015.

4. Dean Webster

- delivered a presentation at RIB iTWO conference 2015 titled “Realising the
iTWOcity Vision” on Thursday, 19 November 2015

Healthy HD Cities
1. Dr. Bin Jiang (DLA)
-

Has 5 studies accepted by the Conference of the Council of Educators in
Landscape Architecture (CELA) 2016 in USA:
-

-

Urban Soundscapes: The Interactive Effect of Auditory and Visual
Stimulations on Mood
Bin Jiang, Wenqi Ji, Matthew Pryor, Tian Zhang, William C. Sullivan
Revitalizing alleys in high-density cities: How urban and landscape
design interventions influence the sense of safety
Bin Jiang, Nga Sze Cecilia Mak

-

Creating Right Greenway in the High-Density Inner City to Promote
Residents’ Mental Health and Wellbeing: Evidence from a Megacity in China
Weiting Shan, Bin Jiang

-

How Much Vegetation Density in Green Infrastructure Do People
Prefer? Pongsakorn Suppakittpaisarn, Bin Jiang, & William C. Sullivan

-

Scripting in Landscape Assessment: A Vegetation Density Case
Study Pongsakorn Suppakittpaisarn, Bin Jiang, Slavenas, & William C.
Sullivan

-

Will co-organize a preconference workshop of CELA 2016 “Healthy
Landscapes & Human Health”, with Prof. William C. Sullivan from
University of Illinois and Prof. Chun-Yen Chang from the National Taiwan
University

-

Delivered a keynote speech on “Healthy City & Healthy Landscape: New
Perspective and New Methods” at the Asia Architecture and Urbanism
Alliance 2015 Annual Award Ceremony, Shanghai and at the Faculty of
Architecture, Tongji University, Shanghai, in November 2015

-

Delivered a speech on “Influence of urban green infrastructure on
public health” in the Faculty of Architecture, Hunan University, Changsha,
Oct. 2015

-

Gave a presentation with Cecilia Mak Nga Sze on “Measuring impacts of
urban design solutions on citizens’ sense of safety: Revitalizing back
alleys in Hong Kong at the International Conference on Crime
Geography, Guangzhou, in July 2015

-

Conducted with Ms. Dorothy Tang on a MLA Design studio on “Industrial
Ecology & Humanity” on E-waste problems in Guiyu, Guangdong
Province, China.

2. Dean Webster
-

has successfully applied (as Co-I) with Dr. Jianxiang Huang of DUPAD
(as Co-I) and Dr. Michael Ni of the School of Public Health (as PI) for a
research project titled “Impact of Window Views on Hypertension and
Health Related Quality of Life in Hong Kong”, funded by the Food and
Health Bureau’s Health and Medical Research Fund (HMRF).
The study will be the first to examine the health impact of window views in
high-density cities. In-line with HMRF thematic priorities, the research
explores the health impact of window views on hypertension, which is an
important risk factor of many non-communicable diseases (NCD), and
health related quality of life, including measures of mental health. Results
will shed light on environmental risk factors of hypertension and healthrelated quality of life. Findings can inform urban planning decisions,
housing estates development, and landscape design to promote health in
Hong Kong and beyond.

- Gave a lecture on Healthy Cities and co-moderated a discussion session
with Professor Edward Ng of CUHK School of Architecture at the Croucher
Advanced Study Institute workshop on “Changing Urban Climate and the
Impact on Urban Thermal Environment and Urban Living” on 11 December
2015

Ronald Coase Centre
1. Prof. KW Chau and Dr. Lennon Choy
-

Had jointly organized a conference on Institutions, Institutional Analysis,
and China’s Economic Transformation with the Ronald Coase Center for
the Study of the Economy at Zhejiang University on Nov 23, 2015. 16
speakers from North America, Japan, Mainland China, Taiwan and Hong
Kong had presented their studies in four conference sessions, namely the
political economy of China’s market transformation, the slowing down
economy, the industrial structure of production, and the institutions of land
and urbanization.

2. Prof. KW Chau
-

Had presented a paper in the conference entitled “A property rights
analysis of subsidized homeownership: problems and solutions”.

3. Dr. KC Wong and Dean Webster
-

Had chaired two sessions in the conference, one on the industrial structure
of production, and another one on the institutions on land and urbanization.

4. Dean Webster
-

Dean Webster’s co-authored paper with Dr. YANG Xiao titled “Estimating
the mediate effect of private green space on the relationship between
urban public green space and property value: evidence from Shanghai,
China” (Ref: LUP_2015_167) has been accepted for publication in Land
Use Policy.

Sustainable HD Cities Lab
1. Prof. Phil Jones, Dr. Jianxiang Huang

-

Together with research students of the Sustainable High Density Cities
Lab, Professor Jones and Dr. Huang visited the School of Architecture of
South China University of Technology in Guangzhou on 18 December
2015. The group visited the State Key Laboratory of Subtropical
Architecture Science. Prof. Phil Jones has given a presentation entitled
‘Energy Positive Low Carbon Buildings’; Dr. Jianxiang Huang gave a
presentation entitled ‘Sustainable High Density Place’. The visit opens up
research collaborations between HKUrbanLab and South China University
of Technology. The two sides agreed to conducted environmental modeling
and field studies in the future and to strengthen ties in urban design
curriculums.

Visit to South China University of Technology. From left to right: Ms. Yiyang Yang,
Ms. Rong Peng, Prof. Phil Jones, Dr. Jianxiang Huang, Prof. Ping Su, Ms. Mengdi
Guo, Ms. Tianyao Zhang

-

A research seminar was held drawing attendants from Hong Kong, Cardiff,
UK, and Athens, Greece. Researchers reported progress on the integrated
model of urban microclimate and building energy. Research initiatives
related to plants and architecture were also presented on 26 October 2015.

From Left to right: Dr. Jianxiang Huang(HKU), Prof. Phil Jones(HKU/Cardiff), Ms.
Yiyang Yang(HKU), Ms. Yali Wang(HKU), Mr. Jason Tse(Cardiff), Ms. Rong Peng
(HKU), Ms. Mengdi Guo (HKU), Ms. Anqi Zhang (HKU), Mr. Guy Perry (AECOM)

2. Prof. Phil Jones, Dr. Jianxiang Huang and Mr. Chad Mckee

-

Visited the Zero Carbon building, the first of its kind in Hong Kong. The trip
suggest research opportunities with data analytics and optimization of
green building energy operations on 17 December 2015.

Fieldtrip to Hong Kong Zero Carbon Building. From Left to Right: Prof. Phil Jones
(HKU/Cardiff), Mr. Jason Tse(Cardiff), Mr. Chad Mckee(HKU), Dr. Margaret Kam
(ZCB)

3. Ms. Anqi Zhang and Ms. Rong Peng
-

Presented a paper at the IBPSA 2015 Building Simulation Conference
entitled ‘A Multizone Model to Assess Street Canyon Airflow in High
Density Cities’. The conference was held in Hyderabad, India, on 9
December 2015.

4. Dr. Jianxiang Huang
-

Served as a visiting professor at Gdansk University of Technology (GUT)
funded by the ERAZMUS programme of the Europe Union. Dr. Huang
offered a three-day course entitled ‘Environmental technologies &
sustainable city’ for12 PhD students coming from urban planning,
architecture, ecology, and engineering background.

Urban Ecologies and Design Lab
1. Ms. Juan Du
-

Juan’s project titled “Subdivided Flat Home Improvement Project and Water
Community Mobile Living Museum in the Southern District” has been
approved a sum of HK$750,000 from the “We Are With You Project Fund
2014-15”.
The funding will mainly go to the physical implementation of the 2
community projects - 1 Subdivided Units Improvments and 2 Mobile
Museum. Both to be implemented during 2016-2017.

