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ERIC SCHULDENFREI

As a preeminent institution for architectural education,
the Department of Architecture provides an
interdisciplinary research-intensive environment for
incoming students from around the world. The scale
and breadth of topics examined are influenced by our
geographical position at the epicenter of the most
massive rural to urban migration in human history. Our
studios shape the department’s culture as forums for
exchange, while our community of students, faculty, and
alumni impact Hong Kong, Asia, and the world.
International experiences inform our educational
approach and enliven our worldview. We currently
offer courses taught in France, Brazil, England, Norway,
and Korea and exchange programs with UC-Berkeley,
University of Sydney, University of Sao Paulo, ETH Zurich,
and the Architectural Association, among other worldleading institutions. Every year distinguished visiting
professors contribute to our studio culture, including
figures such as Wang Shu, Yung Ho Chang, Jing Liu, Sam
Jacob, Špela Videčnik, and Eyal Weizman. Graduates
from our foundational BA(AS) program progress in their
professional education either in our MArch program or at
other leading architecture schools in the world. HKU has a
global alumni network allowing the educational dialogue
to span generations, with each generation informing the next.
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The principal design tenets of the architecture that currently defines our
cities emerged in relation to disease. The first steel and concrete building in
Switzerland was a tuberculosis sanatorium for patients evacuated from urban
areas to recover in the mountains. 3 Although tuberculosis accounted for one
out of seven deaths in Europe during the 19th century, in dense urban areas such
as London it was closer to one in three. 4 Modern architecture was situated as a
form of utilitarian salvation, with buildings raised off what was perceived to be
contaminated ground. Steel and concrete construction were in part promoted in
the name of more sterile environments that diminished bacteria and improved
air quality.
In the past decade we have seen infectious outbreaks of H1N1 (2009), MERS
(2012), Ebola (2014), and now, COVID-19. In response to these contemporary
crises, three of which played out in modern cites filled with modern technology,
we need to question how cities should be defended against infectious disease.
How should architecture change? Will our current crisis dissipate without any
innovation put in place that may make our cities more resilient?
HKU Architecture organizes its research studios around critical questions
impacting society. Architects have a role in leading the public debate on how
society invests in urban infrastructure. Health security is one topic, another
is inequality. The Gini coefficient measuring income inequality in global cities
such as Hong Kong is becoming substantially worse each year. 5 In comparison
to the airport which occupies 1.2% of the land and is currently expanding,
public housing occupies 1.5% of the land in Hong Kong 6 but houses 46% of the
population. 7 Our architectural research labs are working to address these kinds
of imbalances while also studying inequality as it relates to topics ranging from
the impact of urbanization on rural communities across Asia and the growing
humanitarian crises arising as a direct consequence of subdividing residential
micro apartments in dense urban areas. Collectively, we need to think more
critically about what equity means, what defines our priorities in our society,
and where we intelligently invest our financial resources.

Buildings account for 36% of global energy use and produce far more carbon
emissions than any other sector. 8 Yet buildings can serve as a carbon sink
instead of contributing toward climate change if they are designed for
their microclimate, constructed with appropriate materials, equipped with
technology that generates electricity from sustainable sources, and are
optimized over their entire lifetime. Buildings can, by design, be built for
disassembly, so components can be dismantled and intelligently reused in the
future. Considering the embodied energy used to create a building, whole-life
design for energy and carbon optimization requires that the materials, structure,
construction, operation, demolition, and recycling costs are determined during
the design process. Within our cities the creation of more versatile buildings
serving numerous purposes will maximize how they are used, in order to have
fewer buildings overall. Sometimes the most sensible decision is not to build
anew, but to identify what not to tear down. In addition to reducing our carbon
emissions, such acts demonstrate the value we place on the artifacts of our
culture and define who we are as a society.
The education of an architect focuses on the historic, the analytical, and the
visionary. Architects produce designs that accommodate and, in turn, shape
complex systems of behavior. Cities such as Brasilia that were built from scratch
take decades before they come to life as people, society and the economy
adapt to their structures. More than ever we need to plan for adaptability, for
the future cities we design will house occupations that are unknowable today.
For a student entering primary school it is estimated that 65% or more of the
jobs they may seek after university do not yet exist. 9 The rise of automation
and AI-intensive technologies prompt us to question how we can meaningfully
contribute to society by providing greater insight into the human condition.
HKU alumni are building the future cities that will dominate the skylines of Asia
and elsewhere and their designs will shape individual lives, businesses, and
economies for generations. The education of an architect requires a context
capable of exploring the complexities of the human condition and there is
nowhere better situated to study architecture than Hong Kong.
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Chris Webster, How high can we go? Urban density, infectious vs. chronic disease, and the adaptive
resilience of cities, Town Planning Review, 2020.
Today 95,000 people die each year from cholera and infrastructural work still needs to be
implemented in many regions of the world. UN World Health Organization et al., Ending Cholera—A
Global Roadmap to 2030, Global Task Force on Cholera Control, 2017.
Beatriz Colomina, X-Ray Architecture (Zürich: Lars Müller Publishers, 2019), 89.
Dubos R, Dubos J., The White Plague: Tuberculosis, Man and Society (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1952),
8, 203.
Oxfam Hong Kong, Hong Kong Inequality Report, 2018.
Hong Kong Planning Department, Land Area Analysis, 2019.
Hong Kong Census and Statistics Department, Land-based non-institutional population in domestic
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United Nations Environment Programme, 2019 Global Status Report for Buildings and Construction
Sector, 2019, 9.
World Economic Forum, The Future of Jobs Employment, Skills and Workforce Strategy for the Fourth
Industrial Revolution, 2016.
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Architecture exists at the core of civilization itself. A design emerges in response
to the immediate and direct needs of society and the designer behind that
response is responsible for identifying those needs as much as addressing
them. With the world’s attention currently focused on issues related to public
health, it is essential to look to architecture for lessons regarding today’s crisis
in historical responses to global pandemics such as cholera. Originally identified
as a disease in 1817, the first three cholera pandemics killed fifteen million people
and brought about changes in medication, quarantine policy, and crowd control. 1
A turning point came through research that revealed a link between cholera and
the built environment, leading to consequential steps taken to reduce cholera’s
spread within the fields of architecture and urban design. These steps included
the widespread modernization of infrastructure that have nearly eradicated
urban cholera deaths globally. 2
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NASRINE SERAJI

into two important schools in the USA: Black Mountain College and the Illinois
Institute of Technology. Walter Gropius had fled Germany, becoming the
first spiritual director of the Graduate School of Design at Harvard under
Dean Joseph Hudnut. Radicality, criticality and resistance were building
up in art and architecture schools; paving the way through to the 60’s for
groups such as the Situationists, Superstudio, Archizoom and the rebel
youth who probed technology, progress and capital as the most dangerous
elements of the capitalist societies leading to poverty and inequality.
Locally, in the wake of the Shek Kip Mei fire, Hong Kong architects and
engineers had to join forces to house the homeless population of the
city. This meant that architecture was not immediately essential, the
urgency of housing people would only allow for efficient fire and flood
proof structures leading to large volumes with small footprints. This was
perhaps the beginning of the discourse on density and land allocation
as the most important ingredient of Hong Kong’s urbanism.
This was also a fantastic opportunity for our public university, HKU, to introduce
the field of architecture into its already other well-established disciplines
since 1912, with Gordon Brown appointed the first Dean of Architecture.

Philosophers have hitherto only interpreted the world
in various ways; the point is to change it.
That’s what I have been doing my whole life.
Kisho Kurokawa
Architecture is old, in the West it is as ancient as Latin and Greek
the classical languages that all knowledge was gaged against.
In the East it has its treatise on architectural methods and
standards Yingzao Fashi 營造法式 as early as the 11th century.
However, architecture is generally known through some of the most incredible
edifices and urban pieces in the world: The Pyramids, Persepolis, The
Forbidden city, Chand Baori in Jaipur, Temple of Bacchus, The Parthenon, The
Pantheon, Chandigarh, Brasilia, The National Mall in Washington, Notre Dame
cathedral, Eiffel Tower, Crystal Palace, but also The Sydney Opera House, The
Seagram building as well as the HSBC and Bank of China in Hong Kong or the
CCTV tower in Beijing and thousands more. These monuments, buildings,
cities, and urban areas are very different and varied in form, function and
ambition. They allow us to enter the most intense and imaginative moments
of our histories. All can be qualified as architecture that have allowed us to
describe, debate and construct common cultures as well as to demonstrate
humanity’s genius, intelligence and visions, techniques and technological
discoveries, material innovations and resilience across centuries.
The University of Hong Kong Department of Architecture is 70 years old.
Architecture at HKU was born in 1950 when post war euphoria and technology
were promising prosperous global future societies. The Modern utopian
thinking of the twenties and thirties that brought about the Bauhaus and was
put on hold during the Second World War were now being built and promoted
as the future of all progressive societies. By the mid 30’s the Bauhaus, the
alter ego of the Beaux-Arts, had already been dismantled and established

The 1950’s were the hinge years, modernism was struggling to prove that
housing should be the substance of our cities, WWII had finally ended and
though we were marching toward the most difficult years of the Cold War,
the world economy was on the rise. Housing was in demand, some of the
most important monuments to everyday life were being built. The 50’s and
the swinging 60’s gave rise to some of the most incredibly critical years of
our discipline’s history. The Beaux-Arts school in France saw its dissolution
following the riots in 1968, when architecture separated itself from the arts
and claimed autonomy as a fully independent discipline. The Architectural
Association in London had live lecture series and debates with the likes of
Rayner Banham, Cedric Price and the young fun bubble gum colour Archigram
group on the balcony and sometimes even in the front row. Japanese architects
such as Kenzo Tange, Fumihiko Maki, and Kiyonori Kikutake were busy creating
a sense of identity for Japan after Hiroshima. Japan’s economic supremacy,
the potential exponential population growth, the reduction of land and
resources gave birth to some veritable speculative architecture such as the
Agriculture City of Kurokawa, A Plan for Tokyo by Tange, and Kikutake’s Marine
City. The Metabolists were perhaps the last movement and manifesto in 20th
century architecture. Their architects built all that was to be called utopian
much later. Their radical ideas became the thrust of another Koolhaassian
magnum opus called Project Japan: Metabolism Talks, published in 2011.
When the first group of students graduated from the HKU program in 1955
the world was politically as unstable as it is today, economically in great
shape due to the post war massive reconstruction projects and the booming
oil industry. There was so much building and so much attention to newness
and visionary new towns and mobility infrastructures like highways and
rail connections connecting everything from the most remote parts of
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the territory to this amazing financially stable island. The first group of
graduates walked into a world of development frenzy, a world of construction
of infrastructures and new lives; a world that had no limits to growth.
The global political events of 2019 and the 2020 COVID pandemic are for the
very least unforgettable and extreme conditions that force us to come together
and write the future of our discipline; this time from the East. If the 17th and 18th
century “grand tour” enabled the European and English bourgeoisie to send
their young men to Europe as a sort of rite of passage before their full education,
then perhaps to celebrate our 71st year of existence we transform “architectural
education” to become a new rite of passage to greater knowledge about our
societies that we design for. A reverse “grand tour” is desperately needed, the
Silk Road is our cultural heritage, it is time for younger generations to appropriate
its potentials and capacities as an integrative architectural territory.
Let us look at the education of architecture as the ancients looked
at the learning of the two essential languages of Latin and Greek
and relate it to very specific local methods of construction as the
Chinese taught us to do. If the classics allowed for an openness and
capacity of reinterpretation toward the world, then architecture has
all its chances to become the 21st century classical studies.
To study architecture will not “only” lead to designing buildings, but be open
and inclusive to all other disciplines. We will study it to learn the complexities
and intricacies of the socioeconomic and political aspects of all that have
specific spatial and material consequences on territories, cities, landscapes,
environments and our societies. Then and only then, architects would have the
capability to propose varied and multiple possibilities and scales of engagement
surpassing the status quo of architecture only equals buildings. This is not
something that Walter Gropius would have supported in 1950 at Harvard
Graduate School of Design. But then again, we have moved seventy years ahead.

WESLEY SHE CHUN TING
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設計與研究

WEIJEN WANG
Diversity and intensity is intrinsic to the architecture and urbanism
of Hong Kong, the Greater Bay Area and China, characterized by
innovation, sustainability, and the demands for intense development.
Unique cultural riches and values make it possible to address issues
of complexity such as high-density urbanism, the rapidly changing
urban-rural scenario, the high-rise typology, the conservation of nature
and sustainable development in architecture and landscape.
Design and research in the Department of Architecture responds
proactively to this unique region and these specific issues, optimizing
the synergy between ideas and practice. A diverse faculty, including
globally recognized designers, renowned historians and theorists, experts
in building sciences and technology, leads the department in a constant
questioning of global and regional issues. Their efforts in the design studio,
laboratory and classroom have led to innovations recognized with awarded
built projects, exhibitions in international venues, and publications of
theoretical investigations and design works in leading journals and books.
Research programs and design studios at the graduate and
postgraduate levels offer students unique opportunities to study
the contemporary architecture, cities and landscape of China and
the Asia-Pacific region. Programs in architectural history and theory,
urbanization, rural construction and conservation, housing and urbanism,
computation design and digital fabrication, as well as technology
and sustainability, form the foundation of our research agenda.
With strong links to society, industry and government, the design research by
members from Department of Architecture bring architecture into communities
through building, successfully contributing innovative ideas from scholarship
to community projects integrating with design studios or funded by external
bodies. The Department’s research programs believe in the reciprocal
relationship between teaching and research through the design of architecture.
By making stronger ties between teaching and research as well as design and
knowledge exchange, the Department brings together students and teachers
from different degree programs and disciplinary specialties to the society.
The Department of Architecture believes in the capacity of architecture
for making better human conditions and their natural environments. We
are committed to developing excellence through unique opportunities in
this particular place and time. We engage communities and developments
in Hong Kong and China for building up knowledge and innovation, sharing
globally our experience on the betterment of architecture, city and nature.
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歷史與理論

TAO ZHU + EUNICE SENG

A historical consciousness is imperative in the education of an architect.
Rather than limiting the students’ vision to technical aspects of professional
training, an education in architectural history and theory encourages an
examination of the discipline within a broad sociocultural context. This helps
students hone the necessary critical skills needed to navigate the diverse
aspects and demands encountered in the practice of architecture.
Conventionally, architectural history survey courses have been taught
in accordance with a strictly linear chronological order: from classicism
and neoclassicism, to modernism and the contemporary. Such a history
curriculum, beginning with the ancient Egyptian, Greek and Chinese temples
often dampens a freshman’s enthusiasm for architectural history at the very
beginning of their studies. It also perpetuates the already obsolete idea of
architectural history as an exclusive discipline with its own tradition, which
stems from a distant space and time rather than as a complex of synchronic
and diachronic sources, contexts and interrelationships. Students tend to
think of architectural history as irrelevant to their own living conditions and
remain woefully disconnected from their current architectural design courses.
We offer a series of five history survey courses. These began with 20th
century modernism, focusing on the discussion of modern architecture
in relation to modernity and modernization (1); tracing back to the
various pre-modern architectural periods from a global point of view,
with an emphasis on cultural exchanges and comparative studies (2, 3);
extending to a survey on the global urban history, encouraging students
to examine the spatial issues in the larger settlement and territorial
scale (4); and concluding with a review of contemporary issues, prodding
students into considering history in relationship to the contemporary.

CHUI JESSIE ALISON

The teaching of history and theory at HKU is in an evolving relationship with
research on issues that concern architecture, the city and the region. Research
on design development and discourses in the Mainland; transcultural exchanges
between the postcolonial city of Hong Kong and Chinese cities, especially
Shanghai and Shenzhen; between Southeast Asia, particularly Singapore, Asia at
large, and the United Kingdom and beyond; challenge typical binary oppositions
and asymmetrical analyses. Collectively, these various intersecting research
trajectories have produced new notions of historiography in which Hong Kong’s
east-west adage is continually scrutinized and reframed. The feedback loop in
teaching and research is crucial in the training of an architect and a citizen who
is conscious of his or her participation in the thinking, making and inhabiting of
the environment. In a society dominated by bureaucracy and consumerism,
the goal of architectural history and theory is to enable students to develop a
critical awareness of the contemporaneity and the social consequences of their
spatial practices, making their actions more intelligent, considered and reflexive.
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都市與居住

JUAN DU

Research and design in architecture within an urban context is a fundamental
principle and strength of HKU’s architecture programs. Over the history
of architectural thought, shifts and changes have often arisen out of a
critical reflection on its evolving urban context. The present global trend
of urbanization has changed the practice and discourse of architecture
fundamentally. The importance of understanding the city is more pertinent
today than ever before. HKU recognizes the complex and rapidly changing
city of Hong Kong as an authoritative site of learning, providing a live
classroom for the research of urbanisms, both past and emerging.
In the MArch program, urbanism and habitation are core knowledge
categories that are taught through the format of advanced seminars. The
seminars offer a stimulating learning framework within which to explore
emerging concepts, knowledge and design tools to research and design
the built urban environment. The seminars are taught through learning
activities including textual readings, case studies and fieldwork. Graduate
students can choose study options from diverse courses, ranging from
mass housing, sustainability and globalization to rural-urban development,
and urban renewal. The research seminars complement the advanced
design studios in the MArch program, where design projects are often
situated within complex social and spatial urban environments.
At the undergraduate level in the BAAS program, foundational knowledge of
urbanism and habitation is taught both through lecture courses and design
studios. The lecture courses of urbanism are embedded within history and
theory course sequences. From the first year to the final Year Four, the design
studios engage architectural projects situated within sites of increasing urban
complexity. In addition, Year Four students have the opportunity to select a
graduate-level seminar course to advance their knowledge of urbanism.

LI YIN
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數碼設計

KRISTOF CROLLA + KAICONG WU

As recent technological evolutions are radically reshaping all aspects of
the architecture profession, it is essential for future generations to not
only explore the potential of latest advancements in digital media and
design computation, but also gain a critical understanding of new modes of
operation. While architects have described buildings traditionally through
drawings and physical models, today, new means and methods exist to
develop work through digital models in which project data is used as an
instrumental driver in the architectural design process. These models
can then directly inform the building process, since building information
control allows instructions to be sent directly to machinery for building.
As part of this, computer-numerically-controlled mills, three-dimensional
printers, robots, and laser cutters facilitate the rapid prototyping of designs,
making physical models, including experiments and full-scale prototypes,
a useful medium in the design evaluation process of building systems.
The digital modelling of complex conditions informs the assessment process, so
that an understanding of both the technical problems and the design potential
can be gained. Computational design techniques allow for building performance
simulations and analysis on issues related to structure or environmental
factors such as solar, thermal, and ventilation conditions. Recursive feedback
loops can be applied to study optimisation possibilities and options and
to dynamically alter designs for a more precise response to environmental
factors. Similarly, real-time finite element analysis allows approximation of
structural deformation and stresses from the early design stages onwards.
These can be combined with evolutionary solvers to, for example, optimise
positioning and dimensioning of structural elements to find unknown design
solutions and principles. Construction optimisation scripts can improve
building efficiency, using fewer materials and decreasing the need for a higher
number of unique elements, while maintaining the overall design intention.
Digital models can organise intricate temporal systems, for instance predicting
how the fluctuation of a currency could alter costs all the way through from
construction to the demolition process. Building information modelling manages
the budget, the project, and construction, and once the structure is completed,
the maintenance and operation. In addition to broadening the available
creative design solution space, the rationale for designing with these systems
is to increase productivity while understanding and controlling a greater
number of parameters for a more precise overview of the built environment.
Research regarding design computation incorporates developing methods to
generate, utilise, and enhance the information a model may hold. Other areas of
study can, for example, include developing interactive components for a building
with kinetic facades programmed to respond to changing environmental
conditions, or the incorporation of sensors and intelligent systems to design
buildings with a more ecological approach. These systems can be developed
to become almost invisible, so that a technological language of efficiency does
not displace the cultural and historic implications of a work of architecture.
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科技與環境

CHAD MCKEE

One of the most important issues driving today’s culture of design and
construction is the idea of environmental sustainability. What does it mean
for a building to be environmentally sustainable? How do we measure,
analyze and understand the environmental performance of buildings?
What can we learn from well-tested indigenous “vernacular” knowledge
of climate and construction? And how should we combine this knowledge
with contemporary technology to create new potentials for architecture
that are good for both people and the environment? These questions
underpin the design research agenda and teaching pedagogy for the
environmental technology curriculum at the University of Hong Kong.
Environmental forces are naturally dynamic. Exploring the challenges
and creative potential of airflow, sunlight, moisture and sound in the
process of architectural design requires new knowledge about the various
technologies and building systems available today—whether passive or
mechanical—and how they affect and are affected by environmental
flows. Heating, cooling, lighting and comprehensive building services are
examined, not as discreet and isolated problems but in the holistic sense
of being integral parts of the larger task of environmental manipulation.
Of primary importance in this process are the fundamental design
considerations of building technologies and their impact on formal geometry;
the relationships between spaces in plan and section; the admission and control
of solar radiation; daylight; airflow; and the adaptive mechanisms for occupants
to enable thermal and visual comfort. Defining the conditions for a symbiotic
relationship between architecture and the environment is of paramount
concern for the appropriate use of technology in architecture. Knowledge and
an understanding of the physical principles underlying this relationship, and
the computational tools needed to translate them into the design process,
are essential learning objectives for any serious student of architecture.

CLARISSE LEUNG
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實務與管理

WILLIAM TAM

The career of an architect, whether working locally or internationally,
demands a wide range of skills and expertise. Besides design ability and
technical knowledge, an architect needs a wide range of professional
knowledge, managerial skills, and personal integrity to realize their
projects. The curriculum of Master of Architecture courses on practice and
management are aimed at preparing the graduates to obtain their professional
qualification, and to address these requirements in professional practice.
						
To practice, an architect must be able to advise the client for any current
legislations and development control mechanism to bring about the
full development potential and the successful implementation of the
project either in the public or private sector. The underlying principles
of development control, building regulations and codes of practices
are universal with local adaptations in different countries: to ensure
building safety, the health of the occupants and the general public, and to
achieve a sustainable environment for us and the future generations. Our
community at large will demand every one of us in our profession to be as
competent as we can and to deliver our professional services at our best.
An understanding of cultural, legal, socioeconomical, administrative,
and business issues that affect architectural practices are critical for a
professional architect. Architects need to understand the business of
architecture, to ensure a viable and healthy environment for our creativity
to flourish. The basic frameworks of office organisation, marketing, business
planning, fee negotiations, architect’s agreement of services and most
importantly, financial management are addressed. Architects must be
familiar with various business legislations that regulate the profession.
The requirement on the individual architect in terms of ethic and conduct
is paramount as a professional. The ability to lead and to coordinate
different parties and disciplines fairly in realizing a project, from getting
a job, understanding the work stages: project inception, feasibility and
design, approval and consent, through to contract documentation,
contract administration, construction, post-occupancy evaluation,
and facility management. The values and the underlaying principles of
building contract are addressed to enable future architects can execute
the contracts and to act impartially with their clients and contractors.
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設計+文理學士課程

BASc Design+ is an undergraduate degree under the Bachelor of Arts
and Sciences program. It is aimed at nurturing highly effective, adaptive
and creative graduates who can lead across multiple disciplinary
subjects, and who will become known globally for their distinctive
qualities of creativity, analytical ability, critical thinking and innovative
problem-solving. Cutting across traditional disciplinary boundaries, the
program is structured around design thinking as a distinct foundational
approach to interdisciplinary studies, innovation and enterprise.
This degree prepares students to be innovators and creative leaders, training
students who want to capitalise on both entrepreneurial and creative
abilities. Combining insights, theory, research, methods and practices that
embrace a combination of design thinking, functional design and process
design, the academic focus provides students with a blend of thinking
tools that will equip them for the challenges facing all sectors of society.
The new Bachelor of Arts & Sciences degrees, involving all ten faculties
at HKU, are aimed at nurturing globally-minded thinkers and leaders able
to leverage their interdisciplinary knowledge and skills to address the
contemporary and future challenges of our increasingly complex world.

KRISTOF CROLLA + CESAR JUNG-HARADA
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建築學文學士課程

The BA(AS) Undergraduate Program offers an approach to architectural design
that is rooted in the human condition and the spirit of making. It promotes
design innovation, conceptual rigour and technological expertise to address the
issues facing Hong Kong and the region.
The program is organized into four tracks: Design Studio, History and Theory,
Building Technology and Visual Communication. Each track develops an
independent trajectory over the course of four years. As knowledge is acquired, it
is applied within the studio on scenario-based problems that intersect each track.
The design studios are organised to offer a progression in terms of challenge
and complexity. They begin in Year 1 with Tectonics, continuing on to Year
2 and Year 3 with Architecture and City, and culminating in Year 4 with an
Integrated Project that brings together the knowledge gained in the three
preceding years. Students work on projects that build knowledge from the
fundamental principles of space-making, material form, and abstraction
before going on to explore the impact of contextual relationships and
pressures on an urban site. They conclude with working on developing a
complex, multi-programmed building. The specific locations and problems
investigated relate to critical issues facing the region; including rural
development in China, urban regeneration in Hong Kong and Shanghai,
and housing development in various cities throughout East Asia.
The aim of the program is to develop the core abilities necessary within the
architectural profession including a strong connection to the historical and
cultural foundation of the discipline. Skills and knowledge are complemented
with an awareness of contemporary architectural issues, perceived from the
unique intersection of global and regional perspectives that define Hong Kong.

OLIVIER OTTEVAERE
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MAKING
CONNECTIONS

The course introduces first semester students to architectural design as a
symbiosis of space and structure. This complex task is addressed through
theoretical lectures, hands-on workshops, project analysis and presentations,
as well as iterative design tasks focusing on conceptual sketching, technical
drawing and crafting of models. The studio is taught using the methodology
of research by design, with students interacting and engaging in parallel to
creatively investigate a multitude of solutions and share their individual insights.
The studio is taught in three exercises, focusing on structure, prototypical
design, and media. In the first exercise “structure,” students are asked to
create an one-meter timber structure for various support and load conditions.
The structures are tested with weight until failure. Their deformation
and collapse are documented in film and technical hand drawings.
The main part of the semester is focused on the second exercise,
“design.” Students create an abstract, volumetric site model of either
CITY, COURTYARD, or SLOPE. Students then had to join up in groups of
four to create a neighbourhood and assign circulation and assembly
tasks for architectural intervention. Each student designs two models
in timber, which are related to the site context. The model should
demonstrate structural and spatial understanding, and develop an
architectural language that interacts with fellow team members.
The final block is conducted remotely and focused on technical drawings
and digital modelling at a closer scale. Students are asked to survey their
individual room, create technical hand drawings at 1:10 and create a detailed
3D model and axonometry of this room. The rooms are finally referenced
together to create a common labyrinth connecting the individual spaces.

BA(AS) PROGRAM

31
REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

INSTRUCTOR:
EIKE SCHLING (COORDINATOR),
JASON BOND, TERESA LAI,
ELSPETH LEE, IAN TAN, ALLAN CHONG

YEAR 1
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1:10

Osten Chan, ‘Technical Drawing’,
A2 translucent vellum, Black pen
*Drawing not in actual size. Printed ratio now is 1:4

Osten Chan, ‘Collapse’,
A2 translucent vellum, Black pen
*Drawing not in actual size. Printed ratio now is 1:4

Osten Chan, ‘Deformation’,
A2 translucent vellum, Black pen
*Drawing not in actual size. Printed ratio now is 1:4

CHAN CHUN NGOK OSTEN
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INSTRUCTOR:
ULRICH KIRCHHOFF (COORDINATOR),
WALLACE CHANG, GERALDINE BORIO,
DONN HOLOHAN, EIKE SCHLING,
BERNARD BRENNAN

MAKING
ARCHITECTURE

This project introduces context, program and volume for architectural design.
Students work in three neighbourhoods with different topologies, interacting with
their neighbours and the urban slope. The studio focuses on the building type
of Tong Lau, a Hong Kong-specific type of the shophouse, which consists of a
ground floor shop and an upper floor which is used for storage and/or the owner’s
living quarter. A courtyard is located either at the backend or in the centre.
1 Analysis. The first exercise focuses on observation and abstraction. Students
learn from an existing context by observing, studying and drawing. Students
choose any shop in Hong Kong (hawker stalls, wet market, shopping mall
etc.), take one specific spatial photo in black and white of that space and
draw an isometric drawing, a section, and write a 100 work analytic text.
2 Speculation. The reference project only acts as a starting point to critically
investigate a spatial idea and its potentials. Students sketch a speculative section
and write a 100-word concept about its purpose and function/performance.
3 Variations. Each student proposes three options for a single shop
focusing and emphasizing aspects of their speculative section.
This creates an important transition from abstract drawing
to a scaled and functional architectural intervention.
4 Design. Three imaginary urban sites were given with specific site conditions.
Each student designs a spatial concept for their Tong Lau based on the previous
steps 1–3, interacting with their neighbours and taking into consideration
aspects of the environment, context, tectonics and construction.
5 Detail. This exercise focuses on synthesizing the conceptual idea
of the shophouse into a constructive detail, and emphasizes the
consistency of design from big idea to small detail. Students summarize
their shophouse in one particular spatial detail at scale 1:20.
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A HOUSE, A HOME

1:50 Plan and Model

This studio is devoted to looking at the house – firstly through an analysis
of modernist architectural works, followed by design exercises which
propose to renovate the house in response to some of the most urgent and
pressing issues we face today. Beyond the skills and knowledge required for
these projects, the studio is a contemplation on the role of the architect in
society – our social contract. On one hand, the studio rigorously analyzes
the house, dissecting the house and framing architectural arguments
strictly through the language of architecture itself (plans, sections, models,
details, construction). On the other hand, the studio also conducts a
series of seminars to explore the house from cultural, philosophical, social
perspectives. Through the design of the house, we are anticipating the home.

CHEUNG WING LAM + LAU FUN
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INSTRUCTOR:
JOHN LIN (COORDINATOR),
ROBERTO REQUEJO-BELETTE,
NIKOLAS ETTEL, SU CHANG,
EVA HERUNTER, LIDIA RATOI

BA(AS) PROGRAM

YEAR 2

43
BA(AS) PROGRAM
BA(AS) PROGRAM
42

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

45
BA(AS) PROGRAM
BA(AS) PROGRAM
44

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

BA(AS) PROGRAM

YEAR 2

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

INSTRUCTOR:
JOHN LIN (COORDINATOR),
ROBERTO REQUEJO-BELETTE,
SU CHANG, LIDIA RATOI,
HAOTIAN ZHANG

VERNACULAR
TOOLBOX
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This studio revisits the toolbox of modern living and sees if we can make use of
our collective history. The goal is to critically re-examine and borrow some ideas
about modernity, details of construction or strategies for organizing spaces,
and apply these to an urgent and contemporary problem: how to reinhabit
the abandoned traditional houses of rural China? Taking inspiration from the
“spontaneous builder,” the studio also considers the role of the architect in
relationship to the natural evolution of vernacular architecture. By bringing
together two traditions: modernism and the vernacular, it is a process that
looks backwards and forwards while questioning the role of the architect.
Perhaps the cultural tendency of the Chinese to live in multi-generational
families where grandparents are responsible for child rearing has
also served to bring these contrasting lifestyle tendencies together.
Is this the beginning of a new design program for rural households,
combining industrial and craft techniques in a new functional dynamic,
neither rural or urban, traditional nor modern – but capturing the best
of both worlds, signifying a novel approach to sustainable living.

LAM YAN KIU JOYCE
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isometric drawing

HAYLEE TAI HIU CHING
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ARCHITECTURE
UNDER THE WEATHER
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INSTRUCTOR:
THOMAS TSANG (COORDINATOR),
BEISI JIA, WALLACE CHANG,
YING ZHOU, AU FAI,
MIHO HIRABAYASHI

YEAR 3

The studio challenges the conventional notion of a building's completeness
through examining the material consequences of the construction process,
reconsidering architecture’s temporality in relationship to natural systems.
Weather and architecture have a very troubled relationship; the tension
is a result of the desire that architects have to design structures that are
enduring and resistant to changes and the inevitable erosion caused by
the natural environment and atmosphere. Our first-hand experiential
knowledge of weather accentuates this sense of collective anxiety by
revealing the fact that there is a great degree of unpredictability in the
life of a building after the construction process has been completed.
Apart from the challenges that Modernist architects confronted since
the early 1920s – providing shade from the sun, improving interior
ventilation, controlling humidity levels, and protecting inhabitants from
the rain – this studio questions elements of vital importance regarding
our current atmospheric conditions, on meteorology and the climate; on
temperature, humidity, cloud cover, wind speed, atmospheric pressure,
and the natural elements; and the limits of our ability to forecast decay.
We reimagine how architectural projects must utilize elements more
comprehensively to modulate the environment. The ambition is to recognize
the inherent uncertainty that exists and the indispensable recuperation of the
forces necessary when buildings are designed independently for a specific site.
The studio observes the conflict between technological advancement and
cultural continuity that exists in all architectural projects. We argue that the act
of building is not a matter of restoring regional identity by recreating familiar
signs, but understanding the material consequences and the building process,
where the precise placement on a specific site accounts for its temporality.
LEE HAE JIN
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Special Report

“A boundary is never solid.”
Heat
invades,
voice
RGPGVTCVGU CPF CKT ŕQYU
$QWPFCTKGU CTG ŔNVGTU
separating certain elements,
and connecting others.
&KőGTGPV DQWPFCTKGU JCXG
their
unique
attitudes
towards those elements.
Some of them accept water,
some are sensitive to light,
and others may resist wind.
The organization of these
boundaries
rearranges
the elements. Spaces are
born in between, and are
endowed
with
distinct
characteristics. It is not the
touchable objects but the
experience, distinguishing

Hong Kong, Wednesday, 22 January 2020

14

The experience of spaces,
thus, is not framed by walls,
windows, or roofs. Similar
properties of elements
continue the perception
of spaces, which breaks
through the material borders.
On the other hand, the
transformation of elements,
even in the same area
divided by material borders,
indicate separate spaces.
The mismatches of tangible
and intangible boundaries
create a sense of ambiguity.
The body is limited, while
the vision is expanded; the

Hong
January 2020
2020
Hong Kong,
Kong, Wednesday,
Wednesday, 22 January

Celine Xu

Hong Kong

Where Are You?
Ambiguity and Layers of Spaces
according to combination of
VJQUGGNGOGPVUVJCVFGŔPGU
a space.

3

Energy-recycling Oasis shapes
new look of back alleys in Mong Kok

light comes,but the voice
KU KUQNCVGF VJG CKT ŕQYU
and water is prevented.
Brightness
breaks
into
darkness, wind blows away
solidity, and untouchable
surpass touchable. The
experience blurs the division
of spaces. People walk
through, but are confused
about where they are.

In an alleyway close to the
Langham Place in Mong
-QM C ŕQCVKPI OQPUVGTNKMG
structure appears in the early morning.
“The alleyway used to be a
place full of exhaust, smoke
and waste, with a super unpleasant microclimate for
everyone passing by,” says a
porter working nearby, “Yet
the structure is like tailored
to the context here and is
sealing all of these inside
itself.”

Uncertainty increases with
the superposition of spatial
layers. Countless variations
of elements in spaces
disturb the perception. The
overlaps, mismatches, and
rearrangements mix with
each other, claiming that
spaces are complex and
ŕGZKDNG

6JG ŕQCVKPI UVTWEVWTG
which is called Oasis No.8,
is the latest product of the
city-wide energy-saving plan
initiated by the Environment
Bureau of Hong Kong under
the frame of 2030+. According to the chief leader of the
project, the idea is building
up an urban ecosphere out
of residual space as well as
unused energy. “The project
is inspired and named after
Oasis No.7, a transparent
sphere attached to a museum which depicts some different meaning of a personal oasis in the city shaped

by the urban situation. It’s
a utopian metaphor of the
interaction among people,
architecture and city.”
Oasis No.8, while remaining
the essence of a parallel utopian space in dense urban
HCDTKE GZRNQTGU UKIPKŔECPV
issues in the sustainability
of urban energy consumption. It aims at collecting the
YCUVGF GPGTI[ FKőWUGF KP
void spaces such as alleyways and creating a self-sufŔEKGPV WTDCP QCUKU YKVJQWV
consuming extra energy and
resource for ventilation, illumination or other indoor
conditioning.
The design and construction of Oasis No. 8 is highly
autonomous, derived from
the detected energy map
of the proposed urban conVGZV 5RGEKŔE DWKNFKPI EQOponents and programs are
FGŔPGF D[ VJG URCVKCN SWCNity of energy distribution. In
this way, the structure can
be regarded as a naturally
grown product of the urban
situation.

People’s spatial experience
in Oasis No. 8 will also be
enhanced through the sensitive indoor system distilled
from the context. Even subtle changes caused by the
F[PCOKE GPGTI[ FKőWUKQP
YKNN DG CORNKŔGF CPF TGŕGEVGF VQ RGQRNG KPUVCPVN[
“When someone lights a
cigarette on the ground level or nearby buildings, I can
immediately feel the change
in temperature or humidity.”
says a local resident who
spent one day inside the
structure. The responsive
indoor adaptation system
reshapes people’s perception of the intangible energy
environment and arouses
public awareness of sustainable use of energy and resources.

Image Credit : Celine Xu

Image Credit : Jia Zheng

JIA ZHENG

Image Credit : Celine Xu

Image Credit : Celine Xu
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MASQUE/
MEDIATHEQUE
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INSTRUCTOR:
THOMAS TSANG (COORDINATOR),
ANDERSON LEE, KOON WEE, FAI AU,
MIHO HIRABAYASHI, RAY ZEE

YEAR 3

This design studio consists of two parts. In project 1, each student is
assigned with one of the 69 subjects/objects in John Hejduk’s The
Lancaster/Hanover Masque project. Through the process of close reading,
students are expected to see the unseen, and decipher the enigma of
Hejduk’s masques, then reinterpret and reconstruct the investigated
masques into a collection of 60 second stop-motion films.
The exercise of close reading is then shifted from the site-less masques
in project 1 to a highly specific site of project 2 – Matthäikirchplatz,
Berlin, a site heavily charged with the history of Berlin, and the history of
Kulturforum in particular. Each student is required to design a 3000m2
mediatheque building on site. Being surrounded by iconic buildings such
as the New National Gallery, the Philharmonie and the recent winning
museum proposal by Herzog & de Meuron, the mediatheque proposed on
site is expected to form a unique dialogue with the context. Meanwhile
students are challenged to question and explore the role of mediatheque in
relation to the past, present and future of Berlin, and of the world at large.

CLARISSE LEUNG
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INSTRUCTOR:
OLIVIER OTTEVAERE

CONCRETE
TRANSITIONS

The goal of the studio is to develop new structural articulations for high-rises
that are more agile in transiting from one type of program to another within a
complex. These aim to project gradients of communal spaces and living types
that reconcile for instance outdoor living issues in a sub-tropical climate.
To address new kinds of structural transitions, we revisit the work of some
key engineers-architects who pushed to great effects the full potential of
reinforced concrete: a short-lived liquid mass in space, in search of new solid
formations. They placed a strong emphasis on experimentation towards the
development of formwork design, supported by well-articulated geometries
and methods of construction that would liberate concrete once again from an all
too safe and predictable approach. But the restored attitude towards structural
concrete did not come without a high level of risk taking and occasional failures.
These structural mavericks took reinforced concrete to the limit of what
the new material could do, both structurally and spatially. The studio learns
from their process as a good practice methodology for experimentation.
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YONGKI SUNARTA + GYUHYEON CHOI + RHMARI TLEMCANI MYRIEM
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URBAN ARTEFACTS —
THE FUTURE ROLES
OF POST INDUSTRIAL
CARCASSES

Seating Area

Food Market

Temporary Auction Area
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"
Purchase Area

Collection Pipe
(collecting fish to the market from the tank)

0
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2.0

3.0

4.0 m
1:100

VIEWING TOWER

Wholesale Market

The studio approaches the issue of adaptive reuse of postindustrial
architecture and urbanism in Shanghai by critically researching the
Yanshupu Power Plant complex. Students collect data through site visits,
field trips, research, and meetings with city officials and power plant
representatives to document the existing buildings in the complex.
The studio culminates in architectural solutions that address/reveal
postindustrial heritages and its role to the future development in Shanghai.

Rooftop Viewing Tower

Outdoor Seating Area

!"#"!$"%&'%'()!"%&'*&+,"-"./(0",+&1)2
Based on the findings and in-depth analysis of certain industrial buildings/

"

structures and their interest in particular issues relating to postindustrial
spaces, each group of students are expected to develop a prototypical
model that embodies a spatial strategy which could be carried out in
their further design development. This spatial strategy is meant to be an
operative and productive tool that starts to address/resolve particular
issues/problems identified by the students and to enable them to further
develop their own positions. The prototype is also a tool to negotiate a
set of relationships between space, use, site, scale and etc. Techniques
employed include physical modeling, drawing and diagramming.

Indoor Seating Area
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Entrance for Visitors
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ANDERSON LEE, OSCAR KO
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Entrance for Merchants

Loading Area
(trucks can be parked to load and deliver goods)
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LEE HWANSEO
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Heating system(steam)

1915
Human circulation

Cooling system(water)

ȌȲǞǐǞȁƊǶȺƧƊǶƵׁ׀׃ب

1912

10
0 20 40 60

ׁ׀׀ǿ

71

0 5 10 20 30

Structure

scale 1:4000

׀ׅǿ

scale 1:2000

SITE RESEARCH : YANGSHUPU POWER PLANT
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INSTRUCTOR:
ANDREA PINOCHET

FIELD STATIONS:
NATURAL
TAXONOMIES

BA(AS) PROGRAM

Column Structure

1

2

3

Tapping into architecture’s capacity to synthesize different forms of
natural and political data into dynamic spatial models, the studio aims to
develop prototypes for a series of field stations that enable the observation
and collection of environmental data and its accessibility to the public.
Addressing issues related to environmental politics, the studio embraces
the Hong Kong territory working with Fung Shui Woods and proposing
a facility for scientific observation, education and public leisure.
As a class, students discuss the increased migration from the countryside to
city centers that has been taking place worldwide in the last decades and the
role tourism and education can have in the development of rural landscapes.
The studio pursues a rigorous study of the natural and geomorphological
conditions of a series of sites, culminating in the design and development
of architectural prototypes that reflect on the current needs of the local
communities and the transformation rural territories have been facing, leaving
old agrarian economic models behind and adopting leisure based economies.
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1 Steel Ring
2 Mycelium Block
3 Steel Dowel
4 Steel Connector
5 Steel Column Base
6 Screw Cap
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HOLGER KEHNE

DESTABILIZED FIELDS
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The studio gathers, updates and renews social and environmental drivers
appropriate to a “New Building” and experimentally gauges the formal repertory
left salient and open-ended by the Bauhaus and Constructivism. Through
employing the Bauhaus as a critical lens, the studio aims at circumventing the
superficial reading of style and to reclaim technology’s open-ended, projective
potential. Fundamental creative inquiry through open-ended design and formfinding processes shall gradually condense into a diagrammatic system that
can offer multiple directions to be developed according to the specificities of
any given brief and context. The interrelationships and reciprocities between
material-concept, form-affect, context-autonomy, function-meaning etc. shall
enable the navigation and mediation of architecture and the development of a
personal focus and corresponding technique in preparation for the final project.


:[HNLPZ[OLJLU[YHSYVVT^P[OPU[OLZX\HYLILJVTPUN[OLMVJ\ZVMZPNO[SPRL
[OLSP]PUNYVVTPU/H\ZHT/VYU7LLWYVVTZL_WYLZZKPɈLYLU[^H`ZVUL]LY`ÅVVYZ
;OL`Z[HUKZVUMV\YZPKLZVM[OLZ[HNLVYILJVTLZHJYVZZVU[OLWSHUHWLYPWOLYH
YPUNHUKHSPUL
LI YIN
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WALL EFFECT:
THE MAKING OF
AN URBAN
SCREEN WALL
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Housing remains by and large the backbone of our cities today. Yet, a
relentless process of urbanization continues to pressurize the demands for
high-density occupation in Hong Kong and Asia. Hong Kong’s built fabric
consists mainly of an addition of one predominant building type: the podiumtower. It is for the most part duo-functional; commercial at the base and
residential above. Socially, these point-blocks towers tend to promote
individual living, by virtue of being limited to an aggregation of condensed
units around a single core, generally sealed off from their natural environment.
At the urban scale, the accumulation of point-block towers remains a
simple sum of independent living entities, often acting as walls within the
city (wall effect) but unable to capitalize on the greater (massing) whole.
The overall building type under scrutiny for this term will be the wallbuilding or slab-block. Architecturally, we will rethink the articulation
of a habitable wall by revisiting ideas of porosity, deep shaded space,
thickness change, scalar transition, double-sidedness, structural facades,
modularity, mass subtraction, linear distribution, ground articulation and
integration to existing infrastructure. Environmentally, physical aspects
such as wall effect in building, cross-ventilation, light exposure (diffused vs
direct) will also be investigated. In doing so, we revisit the spatial character
and environmental performance of a wall as an urban manifesto.

YONGKI SUNARTA
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CHRISTIAN J LANGE

SHANGHAI LILONG
TOWER TYPES:
TOWARDS NEW IDEAS
OF VERTICAL AND
HORIZONTAL LIVING
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Until the early 1950s, more than 60% of the total housing area in Shanghai
consisted of Lilongs. This ground-related building block is characterized
by an outer perimeter along the main streets that is dominated by
workshops and shops and an inner circulatory rational system that gives
access to the two to three-story high residential units. This setup provides
a high degree of security and privacy, while at the same time delivering
social cohesiveness through an active neighborhood community.
Taking the qualities of the Lilong settlement as a point of departure, the premise
of the studio is to work out alternative building types for high-density housing
that seek to negotiate between the original low-rise character and network of
the city, while offering at the same time the density needed today. The studio
aims to develop solutions that can preserve the identity and urban quality
typical of Shanghai, without neglecting the call for densification. In fact, the
studio is aiming to find a compromise between the need for compaction, the
desire to preserve, and the idea of an architectural organism that combines
vertical built volumes with ground-level private and public spaces.

HWA AMANDA DE AI
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GUILLAUME OTHENIN-GIRARD

MEI FOO 2:
MODELS FOR
HOUSING
COOPERATIVE
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The studio explores strategies to densify Mei Foo Sun Chuen with a
program centred on a model of collective ownership for housing.
Mei Foo deals simultaneously with both intimate domestic and vast territorial
scales, through the repetition and variation of the individual units. On the one
hand Mei Foo is an “urban landscape” but it is also a collection of individual
dwellings, or “interior landscapes.” Mei Foo speaks to the importance of housing
as a repeated element within a wider territory, as well as to the essential
role of the individual dwelling unit, as the driver of this vast landscape.
By examining and altering (ultimately densifying) the existing conditions
already found within Mei Foo, students propose new collective models
of dwelling based on housing cooperative strategies, that (augments/
counters) the private model currently in place on the estate. Through this
act of transformation, students will show how housing policy and the form
of existing models can be harnessed to create new forms of living.

LAM HIN FUNG SHERMAN
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LI YIN

LAI KA CHUN JACKY

The Papable

1:600, 1:5000 ; North Point, Tai Hang; Jacky Lai; 2020.
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+11.80

+11.00

+8.88
+8.68

+5.68

+5.68
+5.28

SUSPENDED CEILING
FIRE-RESISTANT CLADDING
VOID FOR SERVICES

+4.88
+4.48

27mm 3-PLY CORE PLYWOOD FLOOR BASE
SOUND INSULATION
40mm thk. CEMENT SCREEDING
TIMBER FLOOR FINISH

+4.08

VOID FOR SERVICES
5X40mm thk. CROSS LAMINATED TIMBER COLUMN
40mm thk. THERMAL INSULATION
3x10mm thk. LAMINATED WOOD PANEL CLADDING

+0.80
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FIELD HOUSING:
NEW HOUSING
MODELS FOR MANILA
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In the capital city of Manila, affordable housing initiatives take the form
of displacing residents living in informal settlements to new suburban
developments at the city’s periphery. There are an estimated 3 million residents
currently living in squatter settlements in Metro Manila. These communities
live precariously under threat from fire, flooding and unhygienic conditions.
But for many of these residents, staying near the economic engine of the city
center is preferable to resettlement. Part of this sentiment is driven by the
city’s transit woes. Manila has among the worst traffic congestion in the world;
a problem compounded by deficient public transportation systems. New
approaches are required that address the staggering quantity of homes needed,
the interests of the communities being displaced, and the chronic dysfunction
of Manila’s transit systems. In contrast to the current suburban model of
housing development, we attempt to redress the adverse impact of peripheral
resettlement with low-rise, high-density proposals in the heart of Manila.

LUNG CHEUK KWAN MARCO

90 BA(AS) PROGRAM

BA(AS) PROGRAM

JAKARTERIES:
POROSITIES, FLOW
AND CONNECTIVITY
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INSTRUCTOR:
HOLGER KEHNE

YEAR 4

After torrential rainfall in the beginning of 2020, Indonesia’s capital Jakarta
suffered the worst flooding in recent history, with 60,000 residents
evacuated and large areas of the metropolitan area destroyed.
Outside the rainy season, rush hour traffic is bringing the city to a standstill,
there is a shortage of available land and infrastructure is seriously lacking. The
Indonesian government has just thrown the towel and declared to build a new
capital city on Borneo. The vast majority of the current 33 million residents of the
metropolitan area are bound to remain so new strategies for recuperating the
ground plane and the procurement of new, safe housing are urgently needed.
The relocation will free-up Jakarta’s current state government sites for
redevelopment. This becomes an opportunity to begin with deploying
nodal inner-city locations to perform catalytically as local valves and
continuities, to calibrate extreme water conditions and vastly improve flow
and connectivity for the surrounding fabric and the whole city. Shifting
to a condition of permeable tissue not only greatly improves the urban
context but also introduces opportunities for truly mixed-use conditions
that offer vibrant urbanity to residents and the community at large.
For this studio, each student designs an inner-city housing superblock
articulating how it provides high quality dwelling units that enable current
and future social constellations, needs and lifestyles. Furthermore the final
material shall demonstrate the integration of communal areas, discernible
semi-public spaces to be shared among residents, ancillary facilities, local
centre(s) and mixed-use programs to serve the community as well as how the
project offers permeability and connectivity for the neighborhood and beyond.

SISAY SOMBO
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INSTRUCTOR:
EVELYN TING

STEPPED HOUSING

BA(AS) PROGRAM

95
REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

94

This studio examines the potential of the terraced housing typology to respond
to issues of topography as well as introduce its own internal landscape. In the
context of the contemporary hyper-dense Asian city, the terrace typology’s
use of layering allows the terrace typology to be an opportune intermediary
between the horizontality of the single family house and the verticality of
high-rise towers. Through the study of precedents, the studio investigates
how tiered housing units operate on different scales, how green/communal
space and urban infrastructure is integrated, and considers how different
massing strategies balance the presence of the individual with the collective.

WONG SUM YU

建築學碩士課程

M ARCH
The Master of Architecture Program aims to influence architectural and
urban discourse regionally and internationally. It is committed to taking on
the most pressing issues affecting architecture and urbanism today. The
creation of unique spatial conditions brought on by the interplay of urban
dynamics between political, social, cultural and environmental forces, have
led to a diversity of challenges that must be addressed by a new generation
of future architects. This is intensified in the context of Asia, as rapid and
expansive forms of urbanisation reshape the ground, alter communities,
build infrastructures and change ecological systems. These urgencies act
as a framework for the curriculum that drives the content of design studios,
technology workshops and history and theory seminars. Issues also reflect the
research interests of faculty and are broad in scope and ambition; including the
impact of big data, digital craft, informal settlements, toxicity, extreme density,
peripheral urbanisation, rural transformation, and our changing ecology.
Over the course of the MArch Program, students will delve into a range of
these topics and acquire techniques for design and research inquiry, building
up expertise in order to formulate and test their own unique position. This
culminates in the thesis project that synthesizes the student’s approach and
critical contribution to the discipline. It operates both as a conclusion and more
importantly as a beginning of the student’s future career as an architect.
The Department’s location in Hong Kong enables it to be a hub connecting
academics and practitioners from across the globe. Forums for discussion
and debate bring together multiple voices from the US, China, UK, Brazil,
Australia, Europe and Asia. In 2019, we initiated the first Visiting Professor
program where we invited 5 visiting professors from around the world,
selected for their emerging significance to the discourse, to lead our design
studios. This together with our international lecture series and exchange
program with leading institutions, maintains the Department’s unique
position as a leading voice and interface for the exchange of ideas.
Looking to the future, HKU offers a new 3-year MArch (Design) degree
for students wishing to study architecture who have a degree in another
subject. This encourages the development of new perspectives on
architecture, enabling HKU to work with talented individuals who have the
potential to make a valuable contribution to the field and to practice.
As the world around us transforms, we aim to enrich and influence the
future of the discipline as it responds to these new challenges.

JOSHUA BOLCHOVER
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建築學碩士課程

M ARCH (DESIGN)
The new MArch 3-year Design Degree was initiated in September 2019. The
course offers the chance for students from a diverse set of undergraduate
degrees to study architecture. Whether from science or arts backgrounds,
the intention is to enable talented individuals who have the passion,
discipline and drive to study architecture, a chance to do so. In time,
these students will develop a broad spectrum of knowledge empowering
them to make valuable contribution to the field and to practice.
In the first year, students will become fully immersed in the study of
architecture. They will undergo intense design exercises involving physical
modelling, drawing and analysis as well as developing principles of
construction and structure, and an understanding of history and theory.
This rigorous training ground, learning design methods and procedures,
equips students to enter the two year MArch program in the following
year, undertaking exactly the same studio courses as their colleagues.
This course, although common in many US schools is unique to Asia.
By offering this course, the Department of Architecture is creating
a platform of knowledge made up of a rich mix of attitudes and
positions towards architecture that will be necessary to tackle the
key issues impacting the future of Hong Kong and the region.

JOSHUA BOLCHOVER
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STRUCTURING
DENSITY:
THE DEPARTED
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INSTRUCTOR:
DONN HOLOHAN

FALL STUDIO

The manner in which a culture attends to its dead is indicative of its
capacity for empathy. Spaces of memorial and remembrance provide
a structure through which we can express our grief and a means
of securing a measure of consolation in the face of mortality.
In Chinese culture, it is important for a deceased family member to be
buried close to his or her native place, so that he or she can watch over
descendants. However, in the world of the dead, as in the world of the
living, space and permanence are commodities readily available to
those with money to spend. The average waiting time for a space at a
public columbarium, which costs approximately HK$3,000, is currently
four years – similar to the waiting list for a public housing rental flat. A
space in a private columbarium costs approximately HK$1 million.
Columbaria are spaces which must accommodate not only the
dead, but also the living, as columbaria must hold thousands of
the latter during the Gravesweeping Festivals each year.
Through analysis and experimentation, and engaging with the
promise of new modes of making, students develop a position on
both funereal architecture and public space – restructuring the
relationship between the living and the dead in Hong Kong.

ZENG TIAN
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TRANSFORMING
THE CITY:
URBAN ACTIVATORS
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INSTRUCTOR:
JOSHUA BOLCHOVER

SPRING STUDIO

In architectural practice there is no such thing as the past. Whatever
still exists today, and has not died, is the historical present.
Lina Bo Bardi
Cities are dynamic; in constant states of transformation. Urban fabric is
erased and replenished, augmented and altered in cycles that respond
to the economic and political forces acting upon them. As architects
we are key actors in this process of renewal, constantly negotiating
between the built legacy of the past and the demands of the future.
Buildings that stand today contain vast amounts of embodied material, energy,
labour and finance. Demolition requires additional labour and investment
and its waste will no doubt end up in landfill or in the sea. Not all existing
buildings will however be suitable for the new demands and functions required
for new uses. The agenda is to rethink how buildings can be repurposed,
retuned, grafted onto and spliced. At the core is a critique of homogenous
city building, prioritizing economy over all other values, that dominates much
of the motivation behind urban development in contemporary Asian cities.
Hong Kong is a city which has never shied away from wholesale redevelopment:
sites are wiped clean, and with it communities are disbanded, businesses
relocated, building typologies become obsolete and histories forgotten.
In the last 10 years alone this has included the development of the
Graham Street Market ; Wanchai Wedding Card Street and Kwun Tong
Town Centre to name but a few. Change is at the core of urban thinking
and this semester we will focus on Wong Chuk Hang as a site in transition,
in which we will question and challenge how its future may evolve.

ZENG TIAN
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SUPPORT STRUCTURES
FOR LIVING
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INSTRUCTOR:
JOSHUA BOLCHOVER

FALL STUDIO

A support structure is a construction which allows the provision of dwellings
which can be built, altered and taken down, independently of the others...
A support structure is built in the knowledge that we cannot
predict what is going to happen to it. The more variety housing
can assume in the support structure, the better…
John Habraken, Supports: an alternative to mass housing,
Architectural Press London, 1972. Dutch edition, 1961
Across the world, the demand for affordable housing is an emerging crisis that
exists as a problem both in the developed world and in developing regions.
From London to Hong Kong, or from Chinese villages to Brazilian favelas, there is
a desperate need to provide people with homes. Yet, where are the architects
in this discourse? Since the 1970s, the heroic social project of mass housing
has been admonished amidst failed social engineering, poor construction,
planning mistakes and ghettoization. Now housing is predominantly provided
by house-builders and developers, and in the most part, architects are out.
The studio attempts to find a way back in by addressing affordable
housing as an intellectual project within the discourse of architecture.
Rather than focusing on the specificities of a community, inhabitants’
social welfare or their participation in a design process, the studio
focuses on housing as a support-structure for living.

MUNDLE KENT MACKINNON GEORGI
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SWIMMING IN
THE RESERVOIR:
A LEISURE FACILITY
IN LANTAU
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INSTRUCTOR:
GÉRALDINE BORIO

FALL STUDIO

The studio agenda is to explore the potential conversion of a man made
reservoir into an inhabitable infrastructure for swimming. From an
architectural point of view, students are engaged into a series of site and
program analysis with a view towards implementing a highly articulate,
critical and comprehensive structural design proposal for the selected site.
The challenge is to propose a construction that reduces to the minimum
the negative impact onto the site and aims to maximize the richness
of architectural qualities. The studio considers the built structure
as a framework to articulate the existing qualities of the place and
pay particular attention to behaviour it produces. Activities such as
swimming, sunbathing, picnicking, gathering, showering should take
place within, above, under and besides the construction and help us to
interrogate the traditional boundaries between inside and outside.

LAM CHUNG FAI

114 M ARCH PROGRAM

M ARCH PROGRAM 115

AMARAVATI:
CITY FUTURE TIME
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SONY DEVABHAKTUNI

FALL STUDIO

The studio looks at two modes of thinking through architecture: first, the
back and forth between descriptive and analytical study that can be
used to generate discursive, problematizing narratives; and second, the
transformation of this narrative into a speculative fiction through projective
design propositions. The studio will consider how these modes of thinking
through architecture function when high-definition satellite images are primary
sources of information; and specifically at how data visualisations can be
described, analysed and manipulated into tools of architectural projection.
The context of the work is a new capital city designed for 3.2 million
people on fertile, flood prone terrain in the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh.
Construction of this new city – named Amaravati after the important Buddhist
trading centre that occupied the site in the 2nd century BCE – began in
2016, based on a masterplan determined by a Singaporean engineering
consultancy and major government buildings designed by Norman Foster.
Nearly twice as big as Chandigarh, Amaravati, even before its existence,
embodies the contradictions of growing cities around the world. Its status as
a new, planned capital offers an opportunity to consider the role architecture
can play in territorial, urban and infrastructural scale questions and the
role of the architect within the complexity of such planning processes.
Can the architect make a contribution through the design of singular
moments within such a landscape? Can she offer speculative visions
that synthesize, frame and propel larger scale considerations?
Or is the architect’s role to critique underlying assumptions and
objectives through dystopian visions? The studio asks students to
articulate for themselves a position toward these questions.

FAN XINKAI
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INHABITING
ANTARCTICA:
ARCHITECTURE IN
THE EXTREME

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

INSTRUCTOR:
JUAN DU

FALL STUDIO

Human presence in Antarctica, necessary to conduct essential scientific
investigations on the pressing global problems of climate change and sea
level rise, is not conceivable without technologically advanced architecture.
A detailed analysis of Antarctic settlements (from historic whalers shelters to
the hyper-advanced contemporary scientific stations) will be instrumental to
assess the logistic and technological complexity of building in such an extreme
environment, the physical and psychological effects of remote inhabitation,
and the levels of self-sustainability attainable with today’s technology – the
latter being of utmost importance when considering life on other planets.
This studio contributes to an international collaborative project –
Antarctica 200, a cross-disciplinary project that aims to unveil the
unique traits of the continent-laboratory, assess its indisputable role in
the global ecosystem, understand the conflicting and fragile geopolitical
implications of the Antarctic Treaty System, and document the evolution
of Antarctic architecture to challenge the state of the arts and bring to
the foreground prototypes for inhabitation in the extreme. Participating
institutions include the Architectural Association (UK), Scott Polar
Institute (UK), Escola de Cidade (Sao Paulo, BR), Ness (Buenos Aires, AR),
Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile (Santiago de Chile, CL).

SONG HUIQING
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PROGRAMMING
OPEN STRUCTURES
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INSTRUCTOR:
BEISI JIA

FALL STUDIO

POLICE STATION COMPLEX
SECTIONAL PERSPECTIVE

The program turns out to be a comparatively short-lived condition, which
is why it is no longer suitable, despite the functionalist method of design
propagated by modernists, as a point of departure. However, fulfillment
of the program does constitute an obligation on the part of the architect.
Both the clients and the users of a building expect smooth operations
and sensible arrangements of the space. The creation of enduring
structures and the positioning of a building volume with respect to urban
planning cannot contradict one another. Analytical skills on functions,
programs, and critics on the relation between building structure typology
and transformation of uses are important in architecture practice.
The studio explores the relation between program and structure in
architecture. The students are encouraged to analyse the functional
programs of buildings, and make proposals of alternatives in the changing
circumstance. By investigating the issues of program history in architecture,
the studio investigates the relation between the static structure, and
the transformations of program in the life span of the building.
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TRANSFER STRUCTURAL
TRANSFORMATIONS
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INSTRUCTOR:
ULRICH KIRCHHOFF

FALL STUDIO

The studio’s objective is to revisit structure as the main methodological
architectural design tool and explore the spatial potentials that lie within
the relation of structure and program. Architectural space and structure
are symbiotic in a building. However, structure as the domain of engineers
has lost its relevance as an imminent design tool for architects. In the
contemporary production of architecture, structural models merely solve
problems of the shape of architecture. The studio revisits the spatial
and design potentials of structure, becoming the driver of concept and
space and the therein resulting spatial opportunities. We challenge the
high rise typology and its predominant podium-tower configuration.
The studio will specifically investigate the idea of structural transfer.
The urgency of architectural and structural integration lies in the recent trends
in Hong Kong’s planning regulations to incorporate mandatory wind tunnel
tests into the high-rise design in order to evaluate the structural integrity. With
the tendency to reduce flat sizes even further, structure has to be optimized
to allow for more usable space. This opens up the potential to speculate on
alternative structural design solutions for contemporary high rise building.

YIM CHI CHUNG TIM
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SECTIONAL
DYNAMICS:
SUCCESSIONARY
STRATEGIES FOR
THE GREATER BAY
AREA BEYOND 2050
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INSTRUCTOR:
MICHAEL KOKORA
WITH NATALIA ECHEVERRI

FALL STUDIO

Working primarily in model, this studio explores new sectional dynamics
and successionary futures for the Greater Pearl River Delta Bay in response
to climate change and sea level rise. Rather than rehearsing reactive,
restorative, or defensive techniques, the studio will speculate on new
ways of engaging what are typically considered problematic issues as
productive agents of change instead. We engage a range of questions
on what the future could hold for the Greater Pearl River Delta Bay.
The studio looks at adaptation scenarios for 2050 and beyond. How
can architecture be an active medium of change? How can living
with rising tides be a positive force for future development and
transformation? How can new landforms be made through successionary
processes to create new urban domains? What new forms of land and
habitation could respond to an undersupply of land and housing?

CHU YING HUNG
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IN COMPRESSION
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INSTRUCTOR:
CHRISTIAN J LANGE

FALL STUDIO

The industrial revolution 4.0 is ubiquitous in almost all industries. Though
some say that the outlook is frightening, since many jobs will be affected
by AI and automation, for architecture, we could develop a counterargument. If the industrial revolution of the 1850s was the beginning of
standardization, repetition, and dullness in generic architecture, the current
results of Robotic fabrication seem to offer a wide variety of specificity
and richness in architectural expression and materiality. The uniqueness in
each material system could be automated and therefore result in economic
competitiveness to off-the-shelf products. The trend has the promise that
not only our built environment would be enriched by a whole new palette of
materials but also that the architect might gain back power over the craft of
making, changing the role of the architect from a specifier to a fabricator.
This studio redirects our attention to structural capacity and techniques of
assembly. Traditionally bricks are put together via a level and a plumb line. That
method is suitable for walls, but more complex systems such as arches and
vaults need temporary scaffolding or a specific falsework to achieve accurate
assembly and structural strength. The studio, therefore, investigates how
robotic 3D printing and novel fabrication processes for falsework can rethink and
transform structural brick systems that rely on pure compression. The ultimate
goal of the studio is to develop, make, and test experimental prototypes,
and to understand their fitness for inventive programs, types, and spaces.

LIU TSZ YEUNG, TOM + ZHU CHENGLIN, FLORENCE
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TRAVEL AGENCY
TO FUTURE HUE:
DECONSTRUCT
THE NARRATIVE
OF #HERITAGE
#TOURISM
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INSTRUCTOR:
ROSALIA LEUNG

FALL STUDIO

While Venice and other European historical cities have stated the
crisis brought by over-tourism, more and more Southeast Asian
developing countries are opening their doors to tourists and making
use of their architectural heritage as a marketable commodity.
Since the economic reform in 1980s, Vietnam has opened her door to foreign
investors to redevelop the country after a century of war time. The upsurge
of commemoration is a paradoxical by-product of the capitalized-style
modernization. The city of Hue, listed as one of the three UNESCO World
Heritage Sites in Central Vietnam, was once severely damaged during the
French occupation and later the Vietnamese war. While the ancient citadel,
royal tombs, and Buddhist pagodas are being restored one by one, the city is
now depicted by tourist literature as a “City of Romance” together with the
glory of imperial Vietnam and the elegance of French colonial architecture.
While the past is repackaged by the tourist industry to meet tourists’
appetite for exoticism and social media “likes,” the selected attraction
sites become the built form of a narrative of “new” Vietnamese identity
which is very distant from the experience of the people of Vietnam. This
studio examines architectural heritage as the object of communication
for tourists’ consumption and the impacts of tourist driven architecture
under the context of globalization and extreme mediatisation.

SUN ZHENGYU
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EXPO 2050, PEACEFUL
CONFRONTATION: 
TOWARDS NEW
IDEOLOGY IN
UNITED KOREA
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INSTRUCTOR:
JAE LIM

FALL STUDIO

In 2008, the city of Seoul announced a development plan in the Gangnam
district which includes the 1988 Olympic complex, COEX, and waterfront
area. Its ambition is to link a commercial corridor with a new proposed
transit hub, waterfront and rehabilitated Olympic complex to meet the
increased future activities of the area while providing the new urban identity
of Gangnam to maintain and renew its status as a highly prized district in
Seoul. Since then, a number of master plans have been proposed under the
overall project narrative that the metropolitan government has outlined.
Instead of repeating what has already been put forward by the city and
other submitted proposals, this studio will turn the current situation
around, and introduce the idea of Expo 2050 at the site under the
theme, “Peaceful Confrontation” with a scenario of a united Korea
to explore the transnational political dimension in the project.
Students investigate key moments in the history of Expos to comprehend the
mechanics of how a different set of ideals are produced and implemented from
their inception to construction. Once students develop a literacy of cultural
construction in architecture, they identify issues to exploit in the social context
of Korea. Afterwards, the goal of the project is to construct a strategy that
allows architecture to perform in the domain of national interest that goes
beyond the self-economic interest of Gangnam for the future generation.

KWOK TSZ YI

138 M ARCH PROGRAM

M ARCH PROGRAM 139

A DOOR INTO THE SEA:
LANTAU 2030
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INSTRUCTOR:
VALERIE PORTEFAIX

FALL STUDIO

What are the alternatives to the ongoing reclamation process in Hong Kong?
Compressed between the sea and mountains, the territory appears today as
chaotic and hybrid built crystallization with specific densities. Informed by a
complex geography, the idea of concentric growth and continuous spread is
replaced by a non-linear development of hyper dense cores coexisting with the
natural landscape accounting for more than 75 per cent of the total land mass.
With the historical struggle and the stress on land resources, Hong Kong’s
geography is a narrative that is defined and redefined according to consecutive
political intentions, social and economical variations. The development of
the city has been fluctuating in a conflicting appropriation of recognized
land and sea. With the new Lantau reclamation project absorbing small
islands and their water, the notion of an archipelagic, sporadic density, and
coastline diversity will immediately disappear for one single, homogeneous,
living model. In this context, there is an urgent necessity to explore the
possibilities of designing new typologies detached from the land.
The studio looks for alternatives to homogeneous reclamation projects
with the aim to document existing floating houses and floating
communities to understand their current needs and everyday relation
to the sea; to re-territorialize forgotten or invisible island territories
by defining a liquid trajectory from Cheung Chau, to Sunshine Island,
Peng Chau and Lantau; to develop new tools for architecture to
respond to the rising of ocean levels and the increasing magnitude of
storms; to challenge the design of new modular infrastructure that
includes ecological and economical benefits of living on water.

FAN MAN SI
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INTERMEDIARY
ARCHITECTURES
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INSTRUCTOR:
EVELYN TING

FALL STUDIO

Hong Kong is a city of intermediaries in terms of both culture and architecture.
In response to issues of density, terrain, climate, and communication,
connectors are crucial to the operation of the city and often take
on dramatic proportions and forms in order to respond to the urban
context. They can be understood as small infrastructures or monuments
throughout the city. What can architecture learn from these urban
objects? Can we extract a set of vocabularies and apply them to
different programs? The studio studies the small and large scale side
by side, from handrail and roof connection details to urban figures.
The extreme pace of growing cities requires the same growth in urban
infrastructure. The studio looks at what kinds of techniques architecture
can appropriate from these infrastructures and vice versa, with the aims
to identify and articulate a set of architectural vocabularies that relate
to hyper-dense urban contexts – strong integration of site research
into individual design projects; develop a set of representational
techniques through physical models and drawings; clearly articulate
the relationship between the site and architectural proposal.

FUNG GARY KA CHUN
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TERRAIN, TYPE,
TECTONIC: RURAL
STRATEGY AND
VILLAGE FABRIC
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INSTRUCTOR:
WEIJEN WANG

FALL STUDIO

Retreat by the Garden

Villages in China are facing critical physical and social-economical challenges
due to drastic urban-rural migrations in the last few decades. Among various
urgent issues on population, production, employment, and education, there
are also critical issues on their physical environment including dilapidated
buildings and the poor condition of community and public spaces, as well
as a lack of awareness on heritage and environmental conservation.
The studio begins by searching, documenting village artifacts and
their typology: buildings and elements, infrastructure and landscape,
their certain original value and remaining functions. We contemplate
the value that remains and try to ascertain their connections with the
building’s materiality. The studio also encourages students looking into
what our ideas on architecture are, our memory of it as a product of the
collective, leading us to seek ways of transformation, ways of changing
the condition by designing the new programs and artifacts, and to identify
what relationship it affords us with this innovation and collective.

Retreat by the Field
Garden

Through designing three houses with an architecture narrative, the studio
encourages students to develop positions and methods of design in traditional
villages under transformation, defining critical issues and strategies for
architectural and urban design in the context of rural China. Highlighting
knowledge developed from understanding site, history, fabric and typology, the
studio addresses the dual-role of architect as a practitioner and also researcher.
By promoting a method of typological transformations, the studio advocates
an urban-rural strategy of village design through activating architecture,
rebuilding narratives of architecture and public spaces for Chinese villages.

BUILDING STRATEGY
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Commercial C
BookStore + 1 AirBnb Suit

Commercial C
BookStore + 1 AirBnb Suit

Commercial B
2 AirBnb Suits

Commercial A
2 AirBnb Suits

Linkage and Platform

Public D
Lookout Pavilion

Public C
Small Plaza

Public B
Tea House
Ancstor Hall

Road 1

Road 2

Public A
Lookout Pavilion

The Narrative: VILLAGE AS RETREAT GARDEN
The isolated mountain region being quiet with impressive landscape is
by nature a desired place for retreat. We imagine the future village a
garden for retreat. Nine building plots are selected based on the following criteria. They are to be transformed into retreat places by the mountain, the valley, the field, and the garden.
1. Isolation: The sites are at the periphery of the village and isolated
from the congestions
2. Emptiness and View: Enormous emptiness is left surrounding the site
to gaze afar.
3. Landscape and Nature: Each site could engage with the surrounding
landscape and nature elements.
4. Relationship: The plots selected create relationship with each other
and the surrounding landscape.
5. Walking Experience: The retreat is also understood as a walking experience in the village and the nature environment.

Retreat by the Valley

1:100 Model
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RENDERING 2
The Diagram is based on the Genealogy of Tanghou Village
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SERVICE BABEL FOR
MAGIC CAPITAL:
TRANSPORTING
THE MUNICIPAL
SERVICES BUILDING
FROM HONG KONG
TO CHONGQING
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A

INSTRUCTOR:
TAO ZHU

FALL STUDIO

The MSB (Municipal Services Building) is a unique type of architecture created
by the HK government in the early 1980s. Every MSB, distributed more or
less evenly in each district, within its own entity provides a wide range of
public services, such as dry and wet markets, cooked food centre, library,
gymnasium, and government and NGO offices. Not only efficient in terms
RESEARCH
of landSITE
use, some
of the MSBs possess high urbanistic and architectural
qualities. While connecting well with their surrounding urban fabric and street
networks through their lower levels, they host diverse public activities in the
BROKEN
LINK
- COTTON
STREET
air. They are
“social
condensers” made
of vertical program-space stacking.
GROUP
WORK a(KENJI,
VINCENT
& CAROL)
Chongqing,
metropolis
of more
than twenty million, has an extraordinary
urban density and hilly topography similar to those of HK. Over the
past four decades the city has produced a spectacular array of iconic
buildings and tourist attractions, earning itself the nickname “magic
capital.” Behind its breathtaking urban spectacles, however, the city’s
civic infrastructure and public services are severely lagging behind. The
Chongqing municipality has become aware of the situation and is willing
to change. This studio attempts to promote HK’s MSB as an approach to
improve Chongqing’s public service and general urban renewal process.

LEE HIU YAN

150 M ARCH PROGRAM

M ARCH PROGRAM 151

03

04
02

13

05

07

06

11

10
09

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Funicular Railway
Library
Multipurpose Auditorium
Residential Access
Vehicular Access
Community Garden
Community Greenhouses
Market
Restaurants
Dancing Platforms
Cinema Screen
Boardwalk
Entrance Gate
Ping Pong Room
Basketball Court
Swimming Pool
Pier
Cultural Monument

08

15
12

14

18
17

16

13

KENJI TANG

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

01

152 M ARCH PROGRAM

M ARCH PROGRAM 153

EXIGENT HABITATS
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VISITING PROFESSOR:
ŠPELA VIDEČNIK

SPRING STUDIO

The studio research focuses on key global concerns such as environmental
issues, climate change, increasing social and economic inequalities, mass
tourism, waste management and the growing population by exploring the
limits of habitation in severe environments. These habitats represent a
unique testing territory for human settlements because of its inherent
climatic singularity. Understanding the performance of architectural
proposals in these areas is essential to anticipate what might become
standard in the rest of the planet for years to come. The research through
design proposes schemes for specific sites while addressing issues such
as the latest technological breakthroughs, vernacular tradition and local
identity. The aim is to produce a coherent concept to cope with the exposed
facts for each scenario. The final result of the studio is a specific buildable
proposal, accurately developed and defined by 3D models, plans, sections,
construction details, physical models and prototyping for some parts.

YIM CHI CHUNG TIM + OPHELIA HON TUNG SUET

154 M ARCH PROGRAM

M ARCH PROGRAM 155
REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021
YIM CHI CHUNG TIM + OPHELIA HON TUNG SUET

M ARCH PROGRAM 157
156 M ARCH PROGRAM

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

158 M ARCH PROGRAM

MILLENNIAL
ARCHITECTURE:
TOOLS, STRATEGIES
AND PROTOTYPES FOR
POST-BOOM LIFE

With ourselves as both subjects and objects of study, Millennial
Architecture looks into tools, strategies and prototypes for our very
own. Millennial Architecture’s efforts concentrate around reinventing a
future for what increasingly sits at the centre of the millennial struggle:
housing. While housing was at the core of the 2008 financial crisis, in the
millennial condition, it remains inaccessible for the many, from London
to Los Angeles and from Beijing to Barcelona. Meanwhile, architecture
as a profession itself is taken hostage by the housing-crisis, reduced to
mere visual marketing at the hands of speculators and developers.
The studio develops a platform based on questions of peer-funding, crowdfunding, new modes of ownership, rent, co-housing and shared living. Ultimately
the goal of the platform is to disrupt the assumed developer-led model for
housing and enable large groups of people to take the housing question in their
own hands. In terms of building technologies, we work within the so-called
Discrete Design paradigm, which advocates parts rather than whole. Discrete
Design is based on a digital understanding of assembly, architectural modularity
and prefabrication and attempts to create functional wholes that emerge from
the assembly of generic, serialised, accessible and versatile form of architecture
with a short production chain that is prone to automation and therefore
able to disrupt the current building industry. Discrete Design is a collective
project which aims to reinscribe the “digital” in architecture in a framework
of social, economic and political relations rather than merely stylistic ones.
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VISITING PROFESSOR:
GILLES RETSIN

SPRING STUDIO
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VISITING PROFESSOR:
GLORIA CABRAL

SPRING STUDIO

UPSIDE-DOWN

Today, the majority of the global human population lives in conditions of
poverty and scarcity. In order to change this we need to create opportunities
for those who don’t have any; we need to invert the process; we need
to “do what we don’t know how to do” (yet). As architects, we need to
protect the habitability of our world through evoking the matter.
In a world that is expanding but lacking resources, the wisest way to protect
it is to try to be as austere as possible in respect of the matter that surrounds
us. Being austere does not only mean using low-cost materials. Being austere
means understanding that any material has its own structural capacity and
making efficient use of it. This can be investigated through the way in which the
material is arranged, through who lays it and who uses it, and how it is produced.
We might just have at our disposal the worst brick that has ever been produced;
but we can design its use so that the workforce – even the unskilled one – is
able to manage the characteristics of the material in favor of architecture.
The studio starts upside-down, inverting the common architectural
process that goes from design to construction. We start from the matter:
investigating its attributes, transforming it into a material; giving matter with
a purpose and allowing matter to serve. Imagining the ways in which the
material can be arranged, define the necessary protocol to implement it
into a construction material by proving its constructive relevance, defining
the best program to which it can be applied and develop it as a construction
hypothesis, as an architectural proposal. The proposal must be set in a
fragment of an urban utopia called “Little Hong Kong” and its program must
be adapted to a public space as a proposal for human development.

CHEN ZEHAN + FRANCISCO HAZEL CANDELARIA
ZHANG HOUZHE
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CHAN CHEONG KIT + FUNG WESLEY BRYAN
KAUFMANN MAXIMILIAN FERDINAND
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VISITING PROFESSOR:
EYAL WEIZMAN, AMY CHEUNG,
ELSPETH LEE

SPRING STUDIO

FORENSIC
ARCHITECTURE

Tear gas, banned in warfare under the Geneva Protocol except in the use
for riot control, has been used extensively throughout the city since Hong
Kong’s anti-extradition protests began in June 2019. Over 16,000 rounds were
fired in a 6-month period (dated 8/12/2019) in this densely populated urban
landscape. Playgrounds, shopping malls, MTR stations, nursing homes and
residential areas have all been infiltrated by these formless toxic clouds.
Hong Kong civilians are not only physically, but psychologically, socially
and environmentally impacted by the police response to the protests. The
dense nature of Hong Kong’s built environment has resulted in residential
neighbourhoods being affected by the use of tear gas – entering through
civilians’ windows, stairwells, cracks in the built fabric, air ducts and
building ventilation systems to displace breathable air in residential
spaces – transforming them into temporary “gas-chambers.”
Our studio adopts investigative practices developed by Forensic
Architecture in order to map the effects of tear gas in the city and to
analyse how the system of architecture presents itself as an accomplice,
weaponised by the choreography of the clashes between police and
protesters. From the scale of the object, to the individual dwelling and
the urban environment, we will examine how complex social, political
and architectural forces entangle across multiple strata of the city.
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THE STREET STUDIO
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VISITING PROFESSOR:
JING LIU, FLORIAN IDENBURG

SPRING STUDIO

In late Modern city planning, street design was almost entirely driven
by traffic planning parameters with moderate consideration for
vegetation. Today, from the homeless population in LA’s Skid Row and
London’s tunnels, to the surveillance system deployed via street cams
in Beijing and Hong Kong, from Google’s much contested Sidewalk
Labs pilot in Toronto, to the pink Pussyhats and the yellow vests, the
street in the new millenia is nothing short of the new frontier of cultural
expression, public discourse and technological transformation.
Thus in the streets around the world, along with the apparent as well as latent
fault lines of social fabrics and technological apparatuses, profound fractures
can be seen everywhere. Domesticity of the disenfranchised confronts
civility; camouflage tactics evades state control; the under-represented
parades in a rainbow of colors. The old discourse of street design rooted in
managerial ethos is fundamentally insufficient. With critical urgency, a new
discourse fueled by new polemics needs to be forged in the emergent void.
In this studio, we research the new players in the street, rediscover past
experimentations that might still offer relevance and study possible new
typologies that might be constitutive of a contemporary discourse.
On the island of Hong Kong vibrant street life and informal cultural
activities take place in the shadows of high-rise developments amassing
global capital. Traffic congestion dominates the urban experience and
the social space oscillates violently between control and liberty.
We map the studio project onto a decade-long advocacy of pedestrianizing
a stretch of DVRC (Des Voeux Road Central). We observe and document
the various constituencies fighting for the precious ground here. We
situate ourselves in the near future where smart mobility has reduced
congestion in Central significantly, freeing up DVRC to become a
new kind of public space shaped by its own time and people.

JAY HOLDER JORDAN
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建築學碩士畢業論文

2019–2020, A Year to Remember
We keep changing our position,
we are looking for a different angle
that neither adds nor subtracts,
forever on the margin, forever in transition.
We write with pens of different colours,
but these things, too, easily become superficial.
Is this how history is constructed?
Excerpt from “Images of Hong Kong” by Leung Ping Kwan (1949–2013)

What an academic year this has been. From June 2019 to June 2020, university
life was not defined by the standard school schedules– summer workshop,
first week of school, midterm exams, and final reviews. Rather, we marked
our agenda by overcoming interruptions to the calendar. From protests in the
streets of Hong Kong to a pandemic that has impacted cities around the world,
we have witnessed historical events unfolding in real-time. June, July, August,
September, October, November, and December, followed by the new year’s
January, February, March, April, May, and June—each month seemingly more
destabilizing than the one prior. As a result, this year’s students and teachers
alike have faced challenges that were impossible to previously fathom.
Thesis, which has always presented unique challenges of its own for generations
of aspiring architects, has been even more difficult this year. Years of education
and training, leading up to a graduate thesis project that is both a dreaded
final test and a hopeful rite of passage. Architectural thesis topics here at the
University of Hong Kong have always tended to be conscientious and serious,
tackling challenging issues in this city and around the world. This year, there
is an increased level of somberness in the thesis as developed, decreased
production in terms of models and drawings, as well as more noticeable
uncertainty and hesitations in the verbal presentations. And yet, as evidenced
in the works presented in the studio space, the conversations prompted
by such work, and the ideas introduced here in this book, the architectural
thesis at HKU is more ambitious than ever. From engendering housing
affordability to designing architectural activism in Hong Kong, from remediating
ecologically damaged new towns in India to speculating architecture in a postAnthropocene Arctic, this year’s thesis projects challenge the status quo of not
only how architecture should be constructed, but how the world should be built.
Painstakingly, we have learned to work from home, teach on Zoom, study
online, draw on screens, breath through masks, sanitize our hands, social
distantly, talk remotely and yet walk intimately. We have learned to appreciate
simple social interactions that were previously taken for granted: marking
on the same drawing, touching the same model, being in the same room, and
breathing the same air. Ideally, we have also learned to plan with contingency,
anticipate the unexpected, question the doctrine, understand the differences,
and respect the humanness in us all. What an academic year this has been.

JUAN DU
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ADVISOR:
VALERIE PORTEFAIX

This thesis is a retroactive manifesto based to set in the year 2000, focusing
on the context of a dense urban environment within Hong Kong which has
increasingly shaped a stressed population. The project is about creating
“momentary otherness” booths all over the city where individuals can stop by as
a therapeutic momentum. The locations of the booths will be replacing various
selected existing public payphone booth locations. Where distractions and
interactions within smartphones have yet to exist, the thought of connecting
to someone to assist or having online apps to soothe the mind is not simply a
click away. With virtual applications that practice mindfulness and therapeutic
uses existing now, this thesis will move forward to the exploration of the virtual
realm and discover how the virtual can inspire and be extracted back to the
real as physical spatial elements. The momentary otherness capsules placed
in the past will then become a fragmented memory of architecture today. This
artefact is then to be discovered throughout the thesis as a vital element within
the urban context of the city in the period of ten to twenty years from 2000.
Phone booths in Hong Kong Year 2000–2020: a personal yet public place,
now obsolete and maintained by having a second life. The methodology
of using the past as a lens through which the project can imagine the
future will not merely be highlighting the interconnectedness of the
past, present, and future, but using existing phone booths as a symbolic
representation which serves a fragmented memory of architecture within
the urban context of the city. Once a tool to connect to others, now to
be disconnected from others but to connect with one’s inner self.
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188 M ARCH THESIS

ADVISOR:
NASRINE SERAJI

REINTERPRETING THE
BUILT-ENVIRONMENT
THROUGH PRESENT,
PAST AND FUTURE
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The thesis is inspired by the exhibition “Paradise Lost – Gazing at
Contemporary Urban Civilization and its Metaphor” in Taipei.
The city is like a great house, and the house in its turn a small city.
Leon Battista Alberti
The thesis aims to reinterpret the ruin of 21st century Hong Kong by analogical
thinking allowing for both memory and history; mixes autobiography and
civic history, individual and collective. History has to be constantly rewritten
according to the needs and anticipations of new generations. In the museum,
such writings take the form of new additions and the remodeling of former parts.
A museum can be a narrative and a system that assumes an architectural form.
The thesis touches upon the issue of ruin. In the Renaissance a ruin is
described as a fragmented scripted text of antiquity of monuments,
tombs, columns. For the 21st century, a modern ruin is the result of rapid
urban transformations. A monument is dialectically related to the city’s
growth being the primary elements in the city which are persistent and
characteristic urban artifacts. In the short history of modern development
in Hong Kong, human impacts can be traced in the coastal reclamation
in shorelines and development of highways, shaping the barren rock.
Since the modern ruin is closer to our age of living, the modern ruin evokes
emotions to the loss of prosperity and security of the recent years. If the
progress of the 20th century becomes the ruin of the 21st century, how will
one look at the problem of the 21st century from the lens of the 22nd century?
Through ruins, one can see the progress. How can architecture regain its
power through the mistake it has made as opposed to the glory it has had?
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LAI MAN YEE

FUTURE RUIN 時代廢墟
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ADVISOR:
DONN HOLOHAN

POLITICAL SPACE
POST DIGITAL

The thesis attempts to explore the phygital constitution of political
architecture in the post-digital context of Hong Kong. The phygital denotes
the blending of digital experiences with the physical world. By utilising
and experimenting with various digital tools and workflows, the project
synthesises digital and physical entities to encourage discourses in the city.
A phygital forum network engaging Hong Kong citizens to heterotopic spatial
encounters of the city’s political future in the post-digital age is proposed.
The scheme establishes new forms of political participation connecting
multiple locations in the city to the main forum space through post-digital
means. Taking the Rostra from the Roman Forum as reference, the design
captivates the power of the citizens influencing the city’s policies and
addresses the polarizing views in the city through the phygital promotion
of rational opinion expressions. The project with Augmented Reality, digital
imaging and photogrammetry integrations generates and connects citizens’
discourse of social issues beyond certain constraints of time and space
while advocates phygital assemblies in the post-digital era. The proposal,
situated at Statue Square, Central, becomes the prototype of phygital forums
that can be further implemented across the city. The thesis questions
the role of the digital in the field of architecture, with incorporating digital
tools and techniques to bring the physical and the digital in equilibrium.
The phygital architecture embraces the post-digital as well as it reinterprets,
concretises, and amplifies true values and beliefs of Hong Kong citizens.
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Image Target (Admiralty Station) for
AR Content Anchoring and Overlay

Image Target (Cultural Centre) for
AR Content Anchoring and Overlay

AR Content:
Live Streaming/Portal to Podium Forum, Res Publica

AR Content:
Portal to Open Space in front of Court of Final Appeal

AR KIOSK PROTOTYPE ONE: MTR STATION PLATFORM

From Admiralty Station to Podium Forum Space at Res Publica, Central

AR KIOSK PROTOTYPE THREE: LANDMARKS

From HK Cultural Centre to Court of Final Appeal, Central

Image Target (Cha Chaan Teng) for
AR Content Anchoring and Overlay

Object/Scene Target (Phone Booth) for
AR Content Anchoring and Overlay

AR Content:
Portal to Interior of Rostra Corner, Res Publica

AR Content:
AR Digital Overlay of Live Debates/Speeches

AR KIOSK PROTOTYPE TWO: RESTAURANTS/CAFES
From Cha Chaan Teng to Rostra Corner at Res Publica, Central

AR KIOSK PROTOTYPE FOUR: PHONE BOOTHS

Replacing Phone Booths: AR Streaming Live Speeches at Res Publica, Central
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ADVISOR:
GUILLAUME OTHENIN-GIRARD

REFRAMING
THE HOUSING
COOPERATIVE FOR
HONG KONG

A caveat of the Hong Kong 2030+ development scheme is that it would
enable the erasure of the city’s aging built fabric and further increase the real
estate cartel’s accumulation of territory, thereby entrenching developers’
capacity to control housing prices. Given that this is a consequence of
state and developer collaboration, there needs to be an alternative.
Hong Kong’s first cooperative model, the Civil Servant Building Societies,
was distributed across the territory as a means to limit their values
and potential political power. This project, Nomos Syndicate, proposes
a cooperative housing scheme that reframes this act of distribution
as a potentially potent form of collective agency against private
accumulation, as well as an alternative mode of urban domestic life.
At the scale of the territory, Nomos Syndicate proposes a proforma to meet
the anticipated gap of 50,000 flats in private housing supply for the 2030+
scheme. Nomos Syndicate proposes to replace two types of sites currently on
the market that are undesirable for developers, but affordable for non-profits:
undissolved Civil Building Societies and single plots of decaying buildings.
At the district scale, these sites are scattered across blocks as a means
to preserve the aggregate block structure from its inevitable erasure
and consolidation post-2030. The syndicate shares facilities across
this network as a means to promote a porous urban domesticity.
At the scale of the building, a collective housing prototype is proposed
that frames the notion of individual and collective living without
enforcing the deterministic divisions of contemporary housing.
Altogether, through the survey of Hong Kong’s built fabric,
housing history, and contemporary real estate landscape, Nomos
Syndicate is a thesis on how an architect may contribute.
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NOMOS SYNDICATE

M ARCH THESIS 197
196 M ARCH THESIS

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

198 M ARCH THESIS

ADVISOR:
ROBERTO REQUEJO-BELETTE

This thesis explores the potential of a palimpsest drawing in
communicating spatial change over time as a new mode of documentation
in architectural design. It aims to rethink the drawing as a 1 to 1 spatial
synthesis of past histories to generate anachronistic constructs.
In the digital era the non-hierarchical structure of the internet treats information
in a way that alters not only our understanding but also our perception of it.
Culture is presented as a fragmented whole amidst a flatland of undifferentiated
parts resulting in the current construction of our built environment. It becomes
increasingly decontextualized and often disregards traces of the past.
Searching for a new method of archival documentation, the thesis utilizes
architecture as a medium in tracing the specifics of both the history and
the narratives of space. A new methodology is developed to allow the
transcription of the temporal effects of time. It aims to reterritorialize these
forgotten fragments of the past to construct a space that is not merely a
single-handed representation of the present, the past or the future but
a negotiation of what once was, what presently is and what will exist.
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NARRATING THE
ACCUMULATIVE
PROPERTIES OF
TIME IN SPACE
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ADVISOR:
KOON WEE

What will a city turn into when it is all about one company?
In the age of urbanization, where cities are dominated by megacorporations, there ought to be a renewed understanding of urbanism
initiated by company towns since the 19th century. This thesis is interested
in reviewing the complicit role of architecture in the development of
the Samsung R&D City of Suwon-si. The project showcases the rise of
a cybernetic society in search of an alternative urban mindset in a city
dominated by real estate development led by a single corporation.
Indeed, the city has become a corporate tool for growth. One prosperous
and closely controlled Samsung Utopia would coexist with another
neighborhood of high-tech lowlife. Corporate managers, service staff,
laborers and urban dwellers at the grassroots level are equally adept
at accessing and hacking into the city’s processing power in an effort
to survive in the city. The stance of this thesis is not to promote or be
overly critical of the inequality and contradictory future of Suwon-si.
Instead of producing value judgements on corporate power, this work is
structured as a multi-perspective recording of the chaos of expansion, taking
place both in the metropolis, the adjacent urban village, and the gray zones in
between. The built architecture of corporate towers and village tenements will
persist as a legacy of the past, while becoming the scaffolding for the society
of the future. Through the imagination of multiple actors and agencies, each
playing out his or her contrasting and authentic roles, the project is presented
in vignettes of constant adaptation. This study presents all manners and
shades of top-down planning, informal global networks, localized sprawl
and the in-between layers of obsolete and adapted existence. This thesis
explores the dynamic nature of urban change and alterations in every fiber of
the city. It challenges the common understanding that society and the city is
best served by purpose-built architecture with a well-defined ownership.
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CORPORATE
URBANISM
TIME FRAMING OF
CYBERNETIC CITY_
NEO-SUWONSAMSUNG
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COMPOSITED BODIES
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INSTRUCTOR:
ROBERTO REQUEJO BELETTE

VISUAL PRACTICES

This elective course in visual communication explores methods of
appropriation and compositing as a means to arrive at architectural invention.
The course is based on the premise that visual practice, in tandem with or
in anticipation of architectural practice, has the capacity to expand the
architect's formal and spatial vocabulary. As such, the course positions itself
as an opportunity to develop fluency in multiple modes of visual expression.
The main instrument of investiation is orthographic projection, intended as
a device allowing for a limited but focused visual inquiry and speculation.
The visualizations produced in the course are understood as artifacts and
simultaneously expected to unfold as cinematic narratives, ready to be
occupied and exploited as speculative architecture. Visualization assignments
rely on appropriation and compositing as the base mode of operation. The
spatial and formal lessons embedded in the selected subjects are to be
inspected, displaced, transformed, combined, and thereby become available
for future invention. The methodology aims to tansform commonplace
source visuals into entry points to powerful formal and spatial outcomes.

ZHU CHENGLIN
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212 COURSEWORK

Geometric Transformation_Phase 3 Bay

COURSEWORK 213

MAKING WAYS AND
WAYS OF MAKING

One to one or full scale design is not an issue of how large a physical output
becomes but rather how the properties of real materials are vigorously
experimented with at any particular scale. It is no longer intended merely as
a representation of something larger but rather an effort to become itself.
One to one mockups can potentially perform across a large range of sizes and
the proposed course will strive to bring forward inventive means of making
that engage material properties in response to external forces at work while
receptive to its investigated size. Making ways for such prototypes will address
the necessity to define well-articulated geometries and construct intermediary
frameworks which will become an integral part of the making process.
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INSTRUCTOR:
OLIVIER OTTEVAERE

DIGITAL MEDIA & FABRICATION

Hierachy of Structure_Sequence

This course is a workshop-based seminar supported by a series of lectures
where students will explore procedural logics of making that expand on and
revisit initial design premises from a series of progressive physical explorations.
Each scale of investigation has its own design focus and informs
the overall conception of a well-crafted prototype at the end of the
course. The seminar takes on a hybrid approach towards a range of
tools for making (traditional and contemporary) and puts emphasis
on craftsmanship and on assembly details of materials.
The core ideology for the seminar is to influence the process of architectural
design in reverse; that is by synthesizing an architectural proposal from
the findings emerging out of a succession of built experiments.

primary

primary +
secondary

primary +
secondary
+ tertiary

LEWIS JAMES MAPLETHORPE

214 COURSEWORK

STRUCTURAL SPACE

GUANYINPAVILIONOFDULESI
10THCENTURY,TIANJIN,CHINA
Chu Kit Ying, Shao Yang

獨樂寺
觀音閣

ARCH2060 Global Perspective
Cours
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INSTRUCTOR:
WEIJEN WANG, ZHU XU ANDREW

COURSEWORK 215

HISTORY AND THEORY

Chinese architecture is prominent for its timber-framed building system: the
structural skeleton is an organic whole that any subtle variation may result
in a drastic change of entire architectural forms. Producing architectural
form and style in pre-modern China and East Asia is not merely a matter of
building technology but also variously related to concerns of functions, regional
traditions, dynastic aesthetic ideas, and design motivations. For the final course
project, students conduct close and meticulous examinations of historical
monuments and represent their structural space in oblique projections.

STRUCTURAL FRAMEWORK
1/60

SHAO YANG + CHU KIT YING

Ting, Chan Ming Chun

216 COURSEWORK
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AU HON MAN HOWARD + CHAN KA HEI + LEE TIN WING ALVINA
LEUNG LOK YAN + WONG MEI TING + CHAN MING CHUN

哲學碩士及博士課程

The MPhil/PhD program in architecture offers independent research in
architecture, landscape architecture and urbanism. It is intended for individuals
who wish to enter teaching and advanced research careers with a commitment
to make an original contribution to the field. The program places emphasis on
originality, significance, and methodology in topics engaging pertinent issues in
Asia and China, as well as important intersections with international and crosscultural contexts. The Department leads a number of research centers associated
with the HKUrbanLab, the research arm of HKU’s Faculty of Architecture, including
the Architecture, Urbanism and the Humanities Initiative (AUHI), Centre of
Chinese Architecture and Urbanism (CCAU), Rural Urban Lab, Urban Ecologies
Design Lab, and Virtual Reality Lab of Urban Environments and Human Health.
Course requirements are designed to prepare entering students with
disciplinary knowledge, theoretical discourse and methods, and allow
sufficient flexibility to stimulate and support individual research projects.
A broad range of research is supported through the diverse expertise
of the department, active collaborations and relationships with other
departments in the faculty, throughout the university and beyond.
Academic training opportunities extend beyond coursework. Apart from the
regular workshops conducted by members of the supervisory committee,
the program is also supported by organized visits by international renowned
scholars from leading institutions including Columbia University, DTU
Denmark, ETH Zurich, IAAC Barcelona, MIT, NUS Singapore, SUTD Singapore,
Tsinghua-Tongji China, TUDelft, UC Berkeley, UNSW Australia, and University
of Washington. In 2020, the Department joins the Canadian Centre for
Architecture Doctoral Research Residency Program (CCA DRRP) network. Each
year, a selected candidate will participate in a summer residency with other
doctoral candidates from the U.S., Canada and other parts of the world to
undertake research and writing towards the completion of their dissertations.
The MPhil/PhD program hosts a biannual Research Postgraduate Student
conference and a CIB Student Chapter, which organizes international conferences
at regular intervals. The most recent biannual conference on Mobilities and
Knowledge Transfers in the Built Landscapes of Asia and Beyond took place in
late spring 2019. Students also present their ongoing research work at monthly
departmental seminars. As part of their educational training, students are
expected to participate in the instructional activities of the Department.
MAJOR RESEARCH AREAS

History and theory of architecture, urbanism and habitation; built environment
and urban landscape for public health and well-being; architectural and
sustainable technologies; analysis and development of buildings, landscapes
and regions with focus on social, cultural, economic, technological,
ecological and infrastructural systems; and urbanism with attention on
high-density, compact cities, housing research and design methods.

EUNICE SENG
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REMITTANCE HOUSES IN CHINA:
MIGRANT WORKERS’ JOURNEY
OF MANUFACTURING HOPE

LIU SIBEI

LIN YI-LING

PRIMARY SUPERVISOR:
BEISI JIA
CO-SUPERVISOR:
YING ZHOU

Amid Hong Kong’s extreme high density, the compact urban form with multilayered pedestrian system emerged as a manifestation of capitalist economy
and land policies. This dissertation research attempts to develop a new
methodology for understanding and decoding the pedestrian system and
composite elements of vertical high-density urban form. Unique to the vertical
spatial structure of a city such as Hong Kong, the building–pedestrian complex
is defined as a cluster of developments connected at the podium level, above
ground level, underground level or hill slopes, via elevated walkways, on ground
passages and underground subways. This study contrasts with conventions of
urban morphological studies developed in European and North American cities
that focus mainly on planar figure-ground relationships. Empirical cases will be
selected from both urban core areas and new towns in Hong Kong. In addition
to the relationship between urban morphology and pedestrian network, human
thermal comfort will be an element of consideration in this study, especially
given the subtropical climate in which this and many other developing cities
are situated. By attending to the interconnections between urban morphology,
pedestrian movement and the environment, this study extends existing
theoretical methods of understanding the spatial structure and patterns in Hong
Kong. In so doing, it aims to add to future studies of urban form in high-density
cities in the Global South and contribute to urban design guidelines and policies
with emphasis on pedestrian-friendly and thermally comfortable strategies.

PRIMARY SUPERVISOR:
CECILIA CHU
CO-SUPERVISOR:
ROGER CHAN

China’s economic reform since 1978 has facilitated the rapid growth of
domestic rural-to-urban migrant workers in search for wealth and prosperity. A
significant part of their income has been used as remittance to construct new
houses in their rural hometowns. This dissertation explores these burgeoning
developments and the attempts of migrant workers to realize their dream
homes. Borrowed from architectural historian Sarah Lynn Lopez, the term
“remittance houses” refer to the buildings constructed by migrant workers.
These houses are associated with particular economic and architectural
practices that involve migrant workers' decision-making based on personal
aspirations and values. The trans-spatial contexts of the study offer a window
to understand how migrant workers choose to allocate their money (i.e.
spending, saving, and investment) and determine the locations, types and
designs of the houses as well as their ongoing improvements. The study uses
an ethnographic approach to investigate the conceptions and uses of three
typologies of remittance houses in Yunan, Sichuan, and Fujian: commodity
housing in the county, self-constructed house, and in-site rebuilt house. This
dissertation suggests that remittance houses in China are material emblems
of migrant workers’ moral economy, revealing their determination to enhance
their families’ wellbeing even in their precarity with regard to the identity of
household registration (including the possession of land and property right
and access to public services and welfare in cities). The work aims to offer a
useful vantage point to understand the role of architecture as socioeconomic
practices and the essence of and relationship between the urban and the rural.
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DECODING THE MULTI-LAYERED URBAN FORM:
MORPHOLOGY, ENVIRONMENT AND HUMAN
PERCEPTION IN THE VOLUMETRIC BUILDING –
PEDESTRIAN COMPLEX IN HONG KONG
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DIEGO CARO

SUPERVISOR:
EUNICE SENG
CO-SUPERVISOR:
TAO ZHU

Ciudad Lineal (linear city) is a key site in Spain’s modern urban planning
history. The urban planner and entrepreneur Arturo Soria first described
his proposal for the Ciudad Lineal in 1882 as an elongated urban formation
– 500 meters-wide and unlimited in length – with a “backbone” formed
by railway infrastructure that would channel urban growth of world
metropolises, connecting cities such as “Cadiz, St. Petersburg, Brussels
or Beijing.” In 1894, Soria’s project became a reality when he founded the
company Compañía Madrileña de Urbanización (CMU) for the construction
of his linear city in Madrid and other projects. Conceived to become a
50-kilometer development along the periphery of Madrid as a nexus
between city and countryside, the project was truncated at 5.5 kilometers
in the 1930s. Currently, the original completed section of the project is a
main axis of Madrid’s downtown district with a suburban character.
This dissertation examines Soria’s theoretical thinking on linear planning
in its multiple dimensions, with focus on the international circulation and
interpretations of his linear city as an urban model and the specific reality of
Madrid within a global context. The significance of Soria’s project is twofold:
in urban planning history and theory, the Ciudad Lineal is the first modern
linear utopia that integrates the city and the countryside; in terms of global
capitalism and urban development, Ciudad Lineal is a paradigmatic urban
space shaped by sociopolitical and economical shifts. The dissertation analyzes
the twentieth century evolution of Soria’s project by attending to its role in
Madrid’s socialist-to-liberal urban planning and class formation, the dialectics
of private and public space, capitalism and Catholic moral values, globalization
and localism, city and countryside, new technologies and traditions.

RESEARCH SEMINAR SERIES

THU OCT 22

THU NOV 19

THU DEC 3

Concrete Approximations:
Material Responsiveness for
an Augmented Experience
of Space

Sixth Century as
Experimental Beginnings:
(Re)searching Medieval
Buddhist Architecture

Wetland Governance in China:
Actors, Networks and Aspirations in
the Politics of Ecology

Olivier Ottevaere

Dr. Andrew Xu

Assistant Professor
Department of Architecture

PhD Candidate
Division of Landscape Architecture

Discussant:
TAN Yuk Hong Ian
PhD Candidate
Department of Architecture

Discussant:
LIU Yuanfang
PhD Candidate
Department of Architecture

Primary Supervisor:
Dr. Cecilia Chu

Associate Professor of Practice
Department of Architecture

Wang Ting

Co-supervisor:
Dr. Eunice Seng and Dr. Xiaoxuan Lu
Discussant:
YANG Yuwen
PhD Candidate
Division of Landscape Architecture

Research
Lunchtime
Seminar
Series
Fall 2020

Department
of Architecture
The University
of Hong Kong

An ongoing seminar series provides a
platform for MPhil and PhD students,
visiting research scholars and faculty
members from the Department to
share work-in-progress research
projects. These talks are open to
the public and offer an opportunity
for students to present their work
to other students of architecture,
faculty members, as well as
members of the broader academic
community at HKU and beyond.

13:00—14:15
KB428, 4/F
Knowles Building
HKU
or
Zoom
Meeting

All interested are welcome.
Enquiry: hieunice@hku.hk

RPG STUDENT CONFERENCE

Every two years, the Department
hosts a Research Postgraduate
Student conference focused on
a research topic related to the
organizing student’s scholarly
interests. Previous conferences
have included graduate students
from around the world as well as
invited established scholars within
the discipline of architecture in
the region and internationally,
and faculty members of the
Faculty of Architecture at the
University of Hong Kong.
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ARTURO SORIA’S CIUDAD LINEAL:
A STREETSCAPE OF SOCIOPOLITICAL
NEGOTIATIONS, 1880S-2000S

公開講座及活動／資源

The Department of Architecture offers students a variety of opportunities
for international study and travel. Design studios go on study tours within the
region to sites of particular interest for architecture and urbanism in East Asia,
offering students a unique opportunity to gain a first-hand understanding of
the context of China’s urban and rural environment. The Department also hosts
undergraduate academic exchange programs with leading institutions in North
America and Europe. Jointly taught graduate level studios with other leading
universities offer opportunities for students to engage with their peers globally.
The Department has a strong commitment to the environment, and to
engaging communities in the South China region. Design studios and
research projects see staff and students participating in design projects
in China and Hong Kong, ranging from the construction of housing, school
and public architecture to the building of pavilions in public spaces.
The Public Lecture Series, discussion forums, symposia as well as
exhibitions held by the Department offer a platform for students,
outside professionals, and the broader public, to engage critical
issues emerging from within the discipline of architecture.
An Artist-in-Residence Program strengthens the vitality of the arts in
architecture by serving as a catalyst to broaden our understanding
of the disciplines. Invited artists deliver an innovative curatorial and
artistic approach that constitutes a contribution to the contemporary
discourse on architecture, urbanism, and landscape design. The
artist offers meaningful conversations to students and faculty to
sustain the development of artistic research and education pedagogy
through a work-shop seminar, an exhibition, and a public lecture.
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Eyal Weizman + Tao Zhu
Counter Investigations
6:30—8pm •3 Tue Apr 28

SPRING 2020
ZOOMIN: VISITING PROFESSOR TALKS
@ HKU ARCHITECTURE

Gilles Retsin + Olivier Ottevaere
Building
6:30—8pm •3 Tue May 5

ZOOMIN, an online lecture series organized by the Department of Architecture,
HKU, explores a new way of idea exchanges amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
In the spring of 2020, five distinguished international architects were
invited as Visiting Professors to teach at HKU. Since mid-January,
they all had been managing to overcome tremendous challenges to
teach and communicate with HKU students via internet, from their
own home-bases in London, Ljubljana, New York and Asunción. This
program invited each of them to give a public lecture, via Zoom.
Speakers shared with the HKU community and the general public their
architectural thinking and works. After each talk, a HKU professor opened
a dialogue with the speaker, to discuss how the current pandemic
is impacting our working, living and thinking, and how architecture
can confront the dire social and environmental crisis alike.

April 28, 2020		
Eyal Weizman + Tao Zhu
			Counter Investigations

Špela Videčnik + Juan Du
Inspiring Limitations
6:30—8pm •3 Tue May 12

Liu Jing + Sony Devabhaktuni
Public Space
8—10pm •3 Tue May 19

May 5, 2020		
Gilles Retsin + Olivier Ottevaere
			Building
May 12, 2020		
Špela Videčnik + Juan Du
			Inspiring Limitations
May 19, 2020		
Jing Liu + Sony Devabhaktuni
			Public Space
May 26, 2020		
Gloria Cabral + Guillaume Othenin-Girard
			Our Construction

Gloria Cabral + Guillaume Othenin-Girard
Our Constructions

REVIEW 2020 / PROSPECTUS 2021

The Public Lecture Series organized by the Department of Architecture
at the University of Hong Kong is a platform to engage critical
issues emerging from within the discipline of architecture.

THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE
ZOOMIN: VISITING PROFESSOR TALKS
@HKU ARCHITECTURE
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This lecture series exploits our relationship with the screen: we pay homage
to many directors and creators of the “Seventh Art.” We turn our public
lecture series into a publicly global film-lecture series, screenings of many
films that have directly or indirectly situated architecture in a larger context
of the city and its socioeconomic intricacies are the centre of our debates.
September 11, 2020

Frédéric Biamonti + Nasrin Seraji

September 17, 2020

Phyllis Lambert + Clover Lee

In December 2019 an invisible virus invaded
parts of China. On the 14th of March the French
president declared war on the baptised
Covid-19, an invisible but present enemy.
Schools, Universities, and all public institutions shut
their doors, avoiding massive propagation of the virus.
Universities in Hong Kong, their students, teachers
and administrative staff had already had a very
difficult first semester due to massive protests and
political unrest on the extradition laws. This city that
always represented and felt like one of the most
efficient and ordered cities in the world now looked
vandalised and bruised, crying for redemption.
In the second semester, the enemy was silent,
invisible and lethal. It would take its victims in the
most excruciating way; leaving them breathless.
All Universities, as did all governments, could only
rely on the advice of chief medical advisors, Deans of

FROM VERTOV TO GODARD
CITY AS STAGE, SUBURBS AS ALTER EGO

FRÉDÉRIC BIAMONTI
SEPT 11

medical schools, distinguished professors of virology
and epidemiology who became the new landmarks
of every nation and society. Most Universities
suspended classes and asked everyone to prepare
online instructions urgently. By mid-April, Zoom
participants across the world had increased to three
hundred million. Every school of architecture made
its lectures and reviews “truly public”. Watching
a screen was and will be for a long time the new
way of receiving and delivering lectures, courses,
discussions and even an Apéro amongst friends!

FROM RICARDO PORRO TO SAMUEL MOCKBEE
HIDDEN POWERS OF ARCHITECTURE

At HKU and the Department of Architecture, we pride
ourselves in turning cloudy skies and constraints into
bright horizons. This fall’s lecture series will exploit
our relationship with the screen, we pay homage to
many directors and creators of the “Seventh Art”.

DEANE SIMPSON
NOV 19

We will turn our public lecture series into a publicly
global film-lecture series, screenings of many films
that have directly or indirectly situated architecture
in a larger context of the city and its socio-economic
intricacies will be the centre of our debates.
Ten categories of films will be discussed
by directors / historians / architects /
designers / experts and cinéphiles.
We count on your active participation, see you on Zoom.
Professor Nasrin Seraji-AA DIPL FRIBA – ONM-OAL

FROM DR NO TO NO TIME TO DIE
PARODIES OF INTELLIGENCE AGENCY AND
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

			From Vertov to Godard
			– City as Stage, Suburbs as Alter Ego

ANDREAS RUBY
NOV 20

			From Jane Jacobs to Phyllis Lambert
			– The City as Dream

September 24, 2020 Barry Bergdoll + Eunice Seng
			From Pruitt-Igoe to the Twin Towers
			– Guilty Until Proven Innocent

FROM JANE JACOBS TO PHYLLIS LAMBERT
THE CITY AS DREAM

FROM KOOLHAAS TO REM
THE OTHER ARCHITECT

FROM ANTONIONI’S CHUNG KUO TO THE RED DRAGON
WESTERN CRITICAL VIEW OF THE EAST

FRANÇOISE FROMONOT
OCT 29

October 29, 2020
Françoise Fromonot + Nasrin Seraji
			From Koolhaas to Rem
			– The Other Architect

PHYLLIS LAMBERT
SEPT 17

FROM GEOGRAPHY TO TECHNOLOGY
ARE BRICKS ANY DIFFERENT THAN WINE

October 30, 2020
Catherine Lassen + Angela Pang
			From Utzon to Leplastrier
			– The Edge of the Possible to Framing the View

FROM UTZON TO LEPLASTRIER
THE EDGE OF THE POSSIBLE TO FRAMING THE VIEW
TING GUO 郭婷
NOV 5

November 5, 2020
Ting Guo + Tao Zhu
			From Antonioni's Chung Kuo to the Red Dragon
			– Western Critical View of the East
November 12, 2020
Gary Chang + Eric Schuldenfrei
			From Charlotte Perriand to Charles and Ray Eames
			– Architecture and Domesticity

CATHERINE LASSEN
OCT 30

FROM PRUITT-IGOE TO THE TWIN TOWERS
GUILTY UNTIL PROVEN INNOCENT

BARRY BERGDOLL
SEPT 24

November 19, 2020
Deane Simpson + Sony Devabhaktuni
			From Ricardo Porro to Samuel Mockbee
			– Hidden Powers of Architecture
November 20, 2020
Andreas Ruby + Thomas Tsang
			From Dr No to No Time to Die
			– Parodies of Intelligence Agency and Artificial Intelligence
November 27, 2020
Françoise Fromonot + Guillaume Othenin-Girard
			From Geography to Technology
			– Are Bricks Any Different Than Wine

FRANÇOISE FROMONOT
NOV 27

FROM CHARLOTTE PERRIAND TO CHARLES AND RAY EAMES
ARCHITECTURE AND DOMESTICITY
GARY CHANG 張智強
NOV 12

Conceived and Directed by
Prof. Nasrin Seraji AADIPL FRIBA
Montage Produced by
Noella Kwok + Annie Lye
Enquiry : ekwokth.hku.hk

ARCH.HKU.HK
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PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES
FALL 2020
CRITICAL EYES: ROLL, ACTION, CUT!
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This discussion series tackles questions related to the role of
interdisciplinarity in contemporary architectural design and scholarship.
It brings humanities-oriented researchers, artists, and writers from
outside the discipline of architecture to the Faculty of Architecture to
share their scholarly approaches to questions that are shaping debates
both within and ancillary to architecture and the humanities.

A

1

The Architecture, Urbanism, and the Humanities Initiative (AUHI) comprises
a group of designers, theorists, and historians at the University of Hong
Kong. Collectively, we work to understand how buildings and cities
shape our relationship to each other and to the world at large. One of the
objectives of the AUHI is to address the complexities at work in architecture
and urbanization through a range of sources; this lecture series is part
of that attempt to open architecture to a broader cultural debate.

6

E

F

G
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Thursday, November 12 | 12:45—2pm
Investigating Together the Material Spaces of
the Past
Peter Cobb
Faculties of Education and Arts
The University of Hong Kong

7

Thursday, October 29 | 12:45—2pm
The Agencies of Space ⁄
Places of Performance in the Anthropocene
Joanna Mansbridge
Department of English
City University of Hong Kong

8

September 10, 2020 Dung Kai Cheung
			Mapping Time and Inscribing Space

November 12, 2020
Peter Cobb
			Investigating Together the Material Space of the Past

D

Thursday, October 8 | 12:45—2pm
Performing the Publicness:
From Public Space to Public Sphere
Wen Yau 魂游
Artist and Researcher

3

4

October 29, 2020
Joanna Mansbridge
			Places of Performance in the Anthropocene

C

2

Through this series, we hope to begin conversations and introduce new
approaches and ways of thinking that might influence how we research, study,
and practice. Are there ways in which interdisciplinary approaches can help
address chronic imbalances and deficiencies in the ways architecture has
been historically conceived, produced, and studied? Does interdisciplinarity
risk eroding the specific methods of inquiry that make architecture unique?

October 8, 2020
Wen Yau
			Performing the Publicness: From Public Space to Public Sphere

B

Thursday, September 10 | 12:45—2pm
Mapping Time and Inscribing Space
Dung Kai Cheung 董啟章
Writer

9

This discussion series tackles questions related to the
role of interdisciplinarity in contemporary architectural
design and scholarship. It brings humanities-oriented
researchers, artists, and writers from outside the discipline
of architecture to the Faculty of Architecture to share their
scholarly approaches to questions that are shaping debates
both within and ancillary to architecture and the humanities.
Through this series, we hope to begin conversations and
introduce new approaches and ways of thinking that might
influence how we research, study, and practice. Are there
ways in which interdisciplinary approaches can help address
chronic imbalances and deficiencies in the ways architecture
has been historically conceived, produced, and studied?
Does interdisciplinarity risk eroding the specific methods of
inquiry that make architecture unique?
The Architecture, Urbanism, and the Humanities Initiative
(AUHI) comprises a group of designers, theorists, and
historians at the University of Hong Kong. Collectively, we
work to understand how buildings and cities shape our
relationship to each other and to the world at large. One of
the objectives of the AUHI is to address the complexities
at work in architecture and urbanization through a range of
sources; this lecture series is part of that attempt to open
architecture to a broader cultural debate.

10

Methods of Engagement:
Architecture and the Humanities
Architecture, Urbanism, and the Humanities Initiative (AUHI) Speaker Series | The University of Hong Kong
For more information, please visit our website www.arch.hku.hk

H
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DISCUSSION SERIES
FALL 2020
METHODS OF ENGAGEMENT:
ARCHITECTURE AND THE HUMANITIES
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REFOMATIVE CORAL HABITATS
CHRISTIAN J LANGE, LIDIA RATOI, DOMINIC CO, JASON HU
MARINE BIOLOGY: DAVID BAKER, VRIKO YU , PHIL THOMPSON

Jointly developed by architects and marine scientists at the University of Hong
Kong, this project is a novel method for coral restoration making use of specially
designed 3D printed artificial reef tiles for attachment by corals to enhance
their chance of survival in the Hoi Ha Wan Marine Park in Hong Kong waters.
The restoration project was commissioned by the Agriculture, Fisheries
and Conservation Department (AFCD) as part of the active management
of coral communities in the Marine Park. Architects from the Robotic
Fabrication Lab, under the Fabrication and Material Technologies Lab
of the Faculty of Architecture, and marine scientists from the Swire
Institute of Marine Science (SWIMS) of the Faculty of Science at HKU
collaborated to produce reef tiles tailored for coral attachment and to
monitor the development of the coral community in the Marine Park.
Under the project, 3D printed terracotta reef tiles, designed and developed
by the Robotic Fabrication Lab, covering roughly 40m2 in total, were deployed
in July 2020 at three selected sites within the Marine Park, including Coral
Beach, Moon Island, and a sheltered bay near the WWF Marine Life Centre.
The artificial reef tiles are specially designed to aid coral restoration by
providing a structurally complex foundation for coral attachment and to
prevent sedimentation, one of the major threats to corals. They provide
anchors for corals of opportunity, i.e. dislodged coral fragments that are
unlikely to survive on their own, giving them a second chance to thrive.
The tiles, seeded with coral fragments, were outplanted in July 2020. Three
coral species historically common in the Marine Park, namely Acropora,
Platygyra and Pavona, were selected for the study. They have different growth
forms, representing the branching “staghorn,” massive “brain,” and foliose
“plating” colony forms, creating a diverse habitat for other marine species.
Marine scientists at SWIMS will investigate the success of restoration using the
mono-, mix- and polyculture of the three coral species, while researchers will
monitor the performance of corals on the tiles for the next one and a half years.
The 128 pieces of reef tile with a diameter of 600mm were printed
through a robotic 3D clay printing method with generic terracotta
clay and then fired at 1125 degrees Celsius. The design was inspired
by the patterns typical to corals and integrated several performative
aspects addressing the specific conditions in Hong Kong waters.
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Coupled with a robust network infrastructure and expert staff, the
Faculty of Architecture provides a rich educational and research driven
environment, allowing students to merge traditional craft-based
construction with digital-imaging and fabrication techniques. The Faculty
has created a comprehensive, state-of-the-art Fabrication & Media
Laboratory, through a combination of the traditional wood workshops
with substantial computing, imaging facilities and digital fabrication.
The Fabrication & Media Laboratory comprises a wood workshop, CAD
lab and individual laboratories focusing on different materials and
methods. It is open to all students enrolled in the Faculty of Architecture
and provides a range of fabrication equipment, including laser cutters,
CNC milling, 3D printers, various traditional machinery and end
effectors for the robotic arms. Trained technicians are on hand to offer
advice and assistance, and moderate access to the equipment.

CNC ROUTING LAB

The CNC Routing Lab offers students to fabricate complex geometries
via a digitally driven subtractive manufacturing system. Models and
prototypes can be milled out of foam and various types of hardwood.
3D PRINTING LAB

The 3D Printing Lab houses a number of digitally driven additive manufacturing
systems. Students can utilize the machinery to fabricate simple sketch models,
presentation models or even actual parts in a larger assembly system.
ROBOTIC FABRICATION LAB

The Robotic Fabrication Lab consists of two industrial robots with various
end-effectors and caters to both subtractive and additive manufacturing
processes. The Lab provides the capacity to work on a large range of material
systems, such as foam, timber and clay. Its main agenda is to explore the
implications of robotics in architectural design through research and teaching.

WOOD WORKSHOP

The Wood Workshop is equipped with standing machines and both hand
and power tools for working in wood, in some plastics, and in soft nonferrous metals. Students are provided with instruction, and with facilities
for model-making and general fabrication methods.
CONCRETE CASTING LAB

The Concrete Casting Lab allows students and researchers to cast prototypes
at a variety of scales. The Lab is equipped with a concrete mixer that can
mix material up to 80 litres. Students are provided with the necessary
instructions from trained technicians to develop successful casts.

WATER JET CUTTING FACILITIES

The Fabrication Laboratory provides state of the art water jet
machining. Students can cut 2D profiles in materials up to 10cm
thick. Materials that can be cut are metal, concrete and ceramics.
Students are provided with the necessary instructions from trained
technicians to develop successful prototypes and models.
AUDIO VISUAL FACILITIES

The lab is equipped with various audio, visual and sensor-controlled tools
to allow students to document their projects to the highest standard.
Equipment can be borrowed for field survey and documentation.

PLASTIC FACILITIES

The Fabrication Laboratory offers a set of tools to work on plastic
sheet material and foam blocks. The vacuum forming machine
allows students to create complex surfaces out of various plastic
sheet materials. The foam cutting machines offer students to
build simple study models for massing or concept models.
CERAMICS FACILITIES

The Fabrication Laboratory has two electric kilns to work on ceramic
models. Models can be made of a variety of clays at different sizes.
Students are provided with the necessary instructions from trained
technicians to develop successful prototypes and models.
LASER CUTTING LAB

The Laser Cutting Lab operates seven laser-cutting machines of
various sizes and capabilities allowing students to cut or engrave
patterns into materials such as paper, cardboard, MDF, and cast
acrylic sheets. Material thickness can be up to 6mm.

CAD LABORATORY

The CAD Laboratory is the main room for teaching software. It hosts more than
50 computers and a third of the computers are replaced each year and most
of the software is purchased with upgrade subscriptions.
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The Department’s collection of books is primarily focused on architecture
and urbanism, and has been assembled over the past half century by
Kenneth Frampton, an internationally revered architectural historian and
critic. Consisting of approximately 10,000 books, the library combines
original architectural documentary material covering a wide range of
geographical areas, as well as complementary critical studies and scholarly
interpretations. A vital centre of architectural knowledge, the collection
embodies the passion and dedication that sustained Professor Frampton’s
tireless pursuit of architectural ideas throughout his long career.
In the spring of 2016, with a generous donation from a group of architects
in Hong Kong and Mainland China, and the gracious consent of Professor
Frampton, the Department of Architecture at HKU shipped the books from
his apartment in New York to Hong Kong, where they are placed as part of
the permanent collection in the Department. The collection is accessible to
HKU teachers and students, visiting scholars and professionals and serves
as a cultural base for the Department to build its archival collection and
support a broad range of academic programs. With the installation of the
Kenneth Frampton Architectural Book Collection, the Department offers a rich
source of knowledge, enabling a unique cultural exchange between HKU, the
architectural community in Hong Kong, the Asian region and the world at large.

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

HKU and the Faculty of Architecture provide merits and need based scholarship
opportunities for incoming and current students, including the following:
HKSAR Government Scholarship Fund
HKU Foundation Scholarships for Outstanding Mainland Students
HKU Worldwide Exchange Scholarship
Aedas Travelling Scholarship
P&T Travelling Scholarship
Chiap Hua Cheng’s Foundation Scholarship
Francis Lau Scholarship
Jardine/Henry Lo Scholarship
The Italian Cultural Society of Hong Kong – Leo Tung-hai Lee Fund
The Nascence Scholarships for Postgraduate Students in Architectural Studies
Szeto Wai Architecture Scholarship
Wong Tung & Partners Scholarship
Yu Chun Keung Memorial Scholarship
David Wong Memorial Prize
Fosroc Prize
Ho Fook and Chan Kai Ming Prizes
Hong Kong Institute of Architects Student Medal
J.H. Kinoshita Prizes

Professor K.C. Lye Design Prize in Architecture
Leigh & Orange Design Prize
Minnette de Silva Prize
Sir Ove Arup Prize for Structure
Y.M. Wong Memorial Prize
Reaching Out Award
Rev.Fr.E. Bruzzone Memorial Travelling Scholarship
The Centenary Scholarship Fund
Wharf Architectural Internship
HKIA Student Medal
K&W Architects Scholarship

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT
EXCHANGE PROGRAM
In line with the University of Hong Kong’s commitment to developing a
global perspective and cross-cultural understanding among its students,
the Department of Architecture has an international student exchange
program for advanced undergraduate degree students in architecture
with top ranked schools worldwide. This program provides students
with invaluable opportunities to benefit from broader perspectives and
experiences that diverse academic and cultural environments offer.
Established and semester-long international student study
programs are hosted by the following institutions:
EUROPE

Academy of Fine Arts Vienna (Austria)
Ecole Nationale Supérieure d’Architecture Paris Malaquais (France)
IE University (Madrid, Spain)
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (Switzerland)
University of Amsterdam (Netherlands)
University College London (United Kingdom)
Aalto University (Finland)
The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts (Denmark)
UNITED STATES/CANADA

University of California (Berkeley, USA)
University of Michigan (Ann Arbor, USA)
Université de Montréal (Quebec, Canada)
MAINLAND CHINA/ASIA/AUSTRALIA

Tsinghua University (Beijing)
Tongji University (Shanghai)
Tianjing University (Tianjing)
Southeast University (Nanjing)
University of Tokyo (Japan)
Griffith University (Brisbane, Australia)
National University of Singapore (Singapore)
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Onoda, Yasuaki 小野田泰明

Distinguished architects and design professionals from
around the world teach studios at HKU, contributing diverse
perspectives and insight to the design culture of the school.

Takeyama, Kiyoshi Seyi 竹山聖

VISITING PROFESSOR

AlSayyad, Nezar

President, International Association, IASTE Editor, TDSR
Professor, Architecture and Planning, UC Berkeley

Chang, Yung Ho 張永和

Professor, Department of Architecture and Building Science,
Graduate School of Engineering, Tohoku University

Professor, University of Tokyo

Wang, Shu 王澍

Principal, Amateur Architecture Studio, Hangzhou, China
2012 Pritzker Architecture Prize Laureate

Weizman, Eyal

Principal, Forensic Architecture; AA Dipl; PhD London

Founder and Principal Architect, Atelier Feichang, Jianzhu
Professor, Tongji University and MIT

VISITING ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

Chu, Karl

Chen, Haoru 陳浩如

Principal, Metaxy; Professor, School of Architecture, Pratt Institute, New York

Dan, Norihiko 團紀彥

Principal, Norihiko Dan & Associates

Eberle, Dietmar

Founder, Baumschlager Eberle, Switzerland

Ge, Ming 葛明

Professor, Vice Dean, School of Architecture, Southeast University

Hu, Rosanna 胡如珊

Founding Partner, Neri&Hu Design and Research Office, Shanghai

Jiang, Ying 蔣瀅

Principal, O-Office, Guangzhou

Jacob, Sam

BArch MSA; Grad Dip (Arch) Bartlett UCL;
Sam Jacob Studio

Kojima, Kazuhiro 小嶋一浩

Professor, Yokohama Graduate School of Architecture

BSc NYU; BArch CCNY

Correia Utrabo, Gustavo

Estúdio Gustavo Utrabo; BArch Brazil

Idenburg, Florian

Founder, SO – IL; MEng TUDelft

Liu, Jing 劉靜

Founder, SO – IL; MArch Tulane University

Retsin, Gilles

BArch, MArch LUCA; MArch AA

Obuchi, Yusuke 小渕祐介

BArch UToronto; BArch SCI-Arc; MArch Princeton; PhD UTokyo

Videčnik, Špela
MArch AA

VISITING ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

Abrons, Ellie

T+E+A+M; BA NYU; MArch UCLA; University of Michigan

Kontozoglou, Kalliope

Founder, Kalliope Kontozoglou Architects

Cabral, Gloria
MArch UNA

Liu, Xiaodu 劉曉都

Principal, Urbanus Architecture & Design Inc., Shenzhen

Cheung, Amy W.M.
BA MFA London

Maas, Winy

Director, Founder, The Why Factory, TU Delft
Co-Director, Co-Founder, MVRDV, Rotterdam

Menis, Fernando

Principal, Menis Arquitectos Architectural Studio, Tenerife

Vatn, Espen

BArch Cooper Union; MArch AHO
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Jia, Beisi 賈倍思

The Department of Architecture includes both scholars and practicing
professionals committed to the integration of scholarship and design
research. With opportunities for design workshops, international
exchanges, and study travel, graduates of the Department of
Architecture are well prepared to engage with and lead both
international and local communities of architects and designers.

Lin, John C.H. 林君翰

BEng Nanjing Inst of Tech; PhD Southeast; PGCArch, PDR ETH Zurich; IFHP
CIBW104; AssocHKIA
bjiaa@hku.hk

BArch Cooper Union
Year 2 Coordinator
johnlin@hku.hk

Roskam, Cole 羅坤
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

Schuldenfrei, Eric H.

BArch Cornell; MPhil Cambridge; PhD Cambridge; AssocAIA
eschulde@hku.hk

ANDREW KF LEE PROFESSOR IN ARCHITECTURE DESIGN

Wang, Weijen 王維仁

BSc, MSc Nat Taiwan; MArch UC Berkeley; FHKIA; HKID
wjwang@hku.hk

BA Connecticut College; MA, PhD Harvard
roskam@hku.hk

Seng, Eunice M. F. 成美芬

BA(AS) NUS; MArch Princeton; MPhil, PhD Columbia; RA (SBA); AssocAIA
Departmental Research Postgraduate Committee Chair
eseng@hku.hk

Tsang, Thomas H.K. 曾慶豪
BArch Cooper Union, FAAR
Year 3 Coordinator
howtsang@hku.hk

Zhu, Tao 朱濤
PROFESSOR

BSc Chongqing U; MArch, PhD Columbia
taozhu@hku.hk

Seraji, Nasrine 師瑞琪

AA Dipl FRIBA
Officier des Arts et des Lettres
ns1001@hku.hk

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF PRACTICE

Lee, Anderson L.C. 李亮聰

BSc Michigan; MArch Princeton; RA (HK, NY); AIA; HKIA; RIBA
andelee1@hku.hk

Bolchover, Joshua P.

Ottevaere, Olivier

Chang, Wallace P.H. 鄭炳鴻

Tam, William 譚偉霖

DipArch UCL; MA Cantab
MArch Program Director
jpbarch@hku.hk

BA(AS), BArch HKU; MArch MIT; RIBA; FHKIA; HKIUD; AssocAIA; RA (HK, PRC)
phchang@hku.hk

BSArch McGill; BArch Cooper Union; MscArch Bartlett UCL
BA(AS) Program Director
otteva@hku.hk

BA(AS), DipArch(Dist), MA Sheffield; RIBA; ARBUK; HKIA; RAHK
PRCRA (Class 1) Qualification
wlwt@hku.hk

Crolla, Kristof

Ir-Arch UGhent; MArch AA; PhD RMIT ; RIBA; ARB (UK); MHKDA
kcrolla@hku.hk

Du, Juan 杜鵑

BDes Florida; Cert (VIA); MArch Princeton; AssocAIA
MArch Thesis Coordinator
jduhku@hku.hk

Garcia, Renato J.C.

BSArch, BSCE UP; UAP; PICE; Arch, Civil Eng, PRC (Philippines)
rjgarcia@hku.hk

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR (TEACHING)

Lange, Christian J.

DiplIng HTWK Leipzig; MSAAD Columbia; AIK-SH
cjlange@hku.hk
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SENIOR LECTURER

Au, Fai 歐暉

Jung-Harada, Cesar 原田実

Borio, Géraldine

Lim, Jae Hyun 林宰賢

BArch RMIT; MDes Harvard; MA(Philosophy) CUHK; HKIA; RA (HK)
faiau@hku.hk

BArch, MArch EPFL; RA (Swiss)
gborio@hku.hk

Devabhaktuni, Sony

BA Stanford; BArch Cooper Union; MA Paris III; Fulbright Fellow
sonydev@hku.hk

Holohan, Donn Alexander
BSc(Arch), MArch UCD
donn@hku.hk

MA Design Interactions RCA; MA Animation Film ENSAD
harada@hku.hk

BArch Cooper Union
jaelim@hku.hk

LECTURER

Catalan, Marta

BArch, MSc (Arch) UPM; PhD HKU

Ettel, Nikolas

BArch AKBILD; MA(AH) Bartlett UCL

Kirchhoff, Ulrich Nikolaus
Dipl.-Ing. Arch HdK
Year 1 Coordinator
ulrich@hku.hk

McKee, Daniel Chad

BDes Florida; Cert(VIA); MArch CCNY; LEED AP; RA (NYS)
dcmckee@hku.hk

Lee, Elspeth Mary

BSc(Arch) UCD; MArch UCD+BUW; ProfDip (Arch) UCD

Leung, Rosalia H.C. 梁皓晴

BAAS, HKU; DEA, MArch ENSA Paris-Malaquais

Requejo-Belette, Roberto
Othenin-Girard, Guillaume L.
MSc ETH; Arch (Zurich)
othenin@hku.hk

BArch Cornell; MSAAD Columbia; NCARB; Assoc. AIA

Su, Chang 蘇暢

BA(AS) HKU; MArch Harvard; RA; AIA

Schling, Eike

Dr.-Ing. Architect; BYAK
Year 1 Coordinator
schling@hku.hk

Ting, Evelyn H. C. 丁慧中

Wee, H. Koon 黃向軍

Zee, Raymond

BA(AS) Singapore; BArch W Aust; MArch Yale; RA, SBA
koonwee@hku.hk

BA(Arch) UC Berkeley

Kaicong Wu 吳開聰

ASSISTANT LECTURER

BArch SH Jiaotong; MArch Penn; PhD Princeton
kaicongw@hku.hk

BA(AS) Columbia; MArch MIT

Ratoi, Lidia V.

BArch, MArch UAUIM; PgD IAAC

Xu, Zhu 徐翥

BArch Zhejiang; MArch, PhD HKU
zhuxu@hku.hk

Zhou, Ying 周穎

BSc(Eng) Princeton; MArch Harvard; PhD ETHZ; Fulbright Fellow
yinzhou@hku.hk

VISITING LECTURER

Zhang, Haotian 張昊天

BArch, MArch Tsinghua; MArch Cooper Union
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Hirabayashi, Miho 平林美穗
AA Dipl; RIBA

Kehne, Holger

BSc(Arch), Pg Dip(Arch) UEL; ARB; AKNW

Portefaix, Valerie M. F.

BA France; MArch, M.Phil ENSA-PB; PhD UPMF

Wong, John P.L 王寶龍

BA(AS) HKU; MArch UToronto; MARS CUHK; BEAM Pro; RA (HK); AP

Yeung, Mona T. N. 楊紫萼

BES, MArch Manitoba; HKIA; RIBA; RA (HK), AP

ADJUNCT ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

Bond, Jason

BED Texas A&M; MArch Yale

Mui, Paul Kui Chuen 梅鉅川

BA(AS) HKU, AA Dipl; RA (ARB UK); RA (HK)

Pinochet, Andrea

BArch Cooper Union; MEng UPC

Piermarini, Emidio
BSCE UA; MEng MIT

HONORARY PROFESSOR

Chang, Yung Ho 張永和
MArch Berkeley; AIA

Lung, David P.Y. 龍炳頤

BArch, MArch, MA Oregon; SBS; JP; MBE; FHKIA; HonHKIP; RA (HK)

Yim, Rocco S.K. 嚴迅奇

BAAS(Hons), BArch(Dist), DSocSc(Hon) HKU; BBS; JP; FHKIA; RIBA; HonAIA (HK)

HONORARY ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

Wong, Wah Sang 黃華生

BA(AS), BArch, PhD HKU; FHKIA; RIBA; ARAIA; APEC Architect; RA (HK); AP
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