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Project Details
 
Lead Architect:

Wang Weijen (Wang Weijen Architecture)
Project title:

Courtyard as Agent: Library, Student Center, 
Dormitory Planning and Design for Chinese  
University of Hong Kong Shenzhen Campus

Output:
Planning and Built Architecture Design with 
Awards and Publications

Function: 
University Campus, Library, Student Center,  
Student Housing 

Location: 
Longgang District, Shenzhen, Guangdong, China

Floor Area:
Library 21,801 sm, Student Center 10,640 sm, 
Dormitory 57,609 sm

Client: 
Chinese University of Hong Kong, with Shenzhen 
City Government   
Date of Design:  2011-2015
Date of Construction:  2014-2018
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Summary of the Work and 
its Significance, Originality, 
and Rigor 

Courtyard as Agent

The new campus architecture for 
the Chinese University of Hong Kong 
(CUHK) in Shenzhen connects the 
architectural typology of courtyard with 
landscape terrain and mountain form. By 
adopting typological methods in using 
courtyard as agent for design at both 
planning and architectural levels, the 
project investigates how courtyard, as a 
traditional type with cultural significance, 
can be reinvented as three-dimensional 
spatial forms for multi-leveled buildings, 
addressing critical challenges of 
contemporary architecture over scale, 
landscape, community and sustainability. 
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The project also demonstrates the 
continuing effort by Wang Weijen 
Architecture of Urban Courtyardism in 
exploring transformations of courtyard 
typology in high-density urban-rural 
contexts. 
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Landscape Courtyard

By allowing nature to flow into the 
green mall of the campus, the planning 
arranged a series of pavilion-like 
buildings along the foothill across the 
central green: library, student center, 
administrative offices, and dormitories. 
Inspired by Jefferson’s campus prototype, 
the project transforms the diagram 
into a new planning form of central 
green with ecological significance, 
moderating two asymmetrical and 
paralleled architectures along two 
sides of the green mall. A linear mega-
form of teaching blocks with sequence 
of zigzagged courtyards is placed in 
alignment with campus edge away from 
the hill, allowing pavilion-buildings on 
the opposite side of campus green array 
along the landscape. The arrangement 
also provides visual and ecological 
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porosity in-between architectures for enabling 
the campus green to re-connect with the 
nature of hill and water. The notion of courtyard 
is adopted not only as an architectural type, but 
also is developed as an agent for connecting 
courtyards into a larger planning system for 
accommodating landscape and nature.
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Courtyard Architecture 

The Square Courtyard Quadrant with 
sunken plaza at the center of campus 
green connects the two paralleled 
architecture sequences: the library and 
the student center to the linear academic 
block, moderating the campus contour by 
coordinating with different datum levels. 
By integrating materials of grey brick, 
timber louver and metal panel, the library 
and the student center connected by the 
Square Courtyard Quadrant stands out as 
the focus building of the new campus.

The Student center as a three-
dimensional courtyard architecture is 
developed into a series of intersected 
atrium spaces along a sequence of 
ascending patio, bringing students 
from campus mall at the lower level to 
the semi-open courtyards facing the 
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landscape of the hill. The library articulates 
a six-story volume into two C-shaped 
interlocking overlapped massing, rotating 
the angular curving form lifted from the 
ground, so that the massing below is open 
to the campus green. A light-well courtyard 
situated above gently brings in natural 
light to the multi-leveled atrium that is 
surrounded by walls of bookshelf. 

With rigor and originality, the project is 
making significant impact to the design 
communities by receiving increasing 
publicity and design awards. This recently 
completed project demonstrates methods 
of typological design through courtyard as 
both type and agent, developing innovative 
models for campus architecture in shaping 
a sustainable environment integrates nature 
and landscape with architecture.
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The Library: Double framed 
overlapping courtyards

As the key anchor among pavilion 
buildings arrayed along the foothill, 
the library maintains a visual corridor 
that connects the campus to the 
hill, providing porosity for nature to 
penetrate. The design articulates a 
six-story volume into two C-shaped 
massing, rotating the zigzagged form 
lifted from the ground facing the 
landscape, unfolding the massing 
below to the campus green. With the 
double zigzag-curved form lifted from 
the ground assimilating the phoenix 
image of Chinese roof, the library 
experiences of interior and exterior, 
books and nature are  interweaved, 
crossing over and integrated.
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With moderated skylight coming 
from above, a cathedral-like multi-
leveled atrium flanked by tall walls of 
bookshelves, becomes the spatial core 
of the library. Different library wings are 
extended from within the central atrium, 
orchestrating functional spaces for 
each space. The design arranges multi-
leveled reading rooms with window 
views of exterior green at the end of 
each linear form, thus bringing lifestyle 
and nature in harmony. The architecture 
frames the views by following traces 
of landforms and efficiently arranges 
modules of bookshelves and reading 
rooms while facilitating interactions 
between inside and outside spaces, 
generating dialogues between 
paralleled spaces leading to double-
framed mountain views. 
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The library also demonstrates sustainability 
strategies by launching a series of passive 
energy saving measures and smart site 
plannings. Not only does it provide sufficient 
natural lighting for the entire space in the library, 
the architecture also carefully curates sunlight 
with shading devices to reduce summer heat 
gain – such as integrating natural lighting 
through north-facing viewing windows and 
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skylights, screening direct sunlight 
through perforated metal panel and 
façade-shading louvers.
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Student Center: Vertical sequence of 
stepped courtyards 

The student center of CUHK at 
Shenzhen Campus transforms the 
integrated vertical light-well and 
horizontal hallway of vernacular 
architecture for South China into a 
contemporary typology. A series of 
intersected atrium spaces are adopted 
for shaping a set of ascending patios, 
bringing students from campus mall 
at the lower level to the semi-open 
courtyards facing the landscape of the 
hill at higher levels. Besides, a sequence 
of guided stairs and semi-open or 
covered podiums are built, so that users 
are able to enjoy layers of views through 
the building while walking up the stairs, 
which eventually leads them toward the 
patios at the top level with abundant 
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natural greens. 

The building faces the central 
plaza and integrates with the 
natural line of the hill slope, 
connecting the library at the 
north and the teaching blocks 
at the east. Students can enter 
the building from platforms and 
sky bridges at different levels, 
which lead to canteens, multi-
function rooms or student clubs 
for daily activities. The semi-open 
courtyards, hallways and patios 
situated at different levels not 
only provide communal spaces 
with mountain views, but also 
become interconnected spaces 
that moderate micro-climate 
of cross ventilation and natural 
lighting for the building.
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Student Dormitory: 
Sky-patio courtyards 

By arranging patios and courtyards 
at various strategic levels, the dormitory 
for undergraduate student at CUHK 
Shenzhen Campus explores new 
typologies by dividing slab-based 
lift-lobby corridor into a multi-storey 
dormitory and provides communal 
facilities to integrate indoor and outdoor 
daily activities at different levels. 

Layouts of unit-modular alongside the 
corridor are offset at every other floor to 
create sky patios of two-story in height 
and link to their lounges. Seated on the 
slope, the elevated canteen podium 
provides covered open spaces on the 
ground and gardens on the rooftop. 
The three tower slabs form L-shape 
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courtyards that either face the campus 
green or look back at the natural hill. As 
an overview of the building, including 
its lobbies, canteen, reading rooms, 
lounges and laundry - they are all well-
connected to a variety of outdoor 
spaces: courtyards, patios, sky bridges, 
platforms, and roof gardens, blending 
nature harmoniously with architecture 
and the communal life.
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Originality

Through a series of design 
explorations, the campus 
architecture for CUHK in 
Shenzhen demonstrates 
how to reinvent the historical 
courtyard typology under 
contemporary urban-rural 
conditions, particularly when 
density and building height have 
to be increased. With originality 
and rigor, different typological 
methods were tested to adopt 
courtyard as Type and also as 
Agent in campus architecture at 
both planning and architectural 
levels for shaping sustainable 
and innovative built environment.
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This project also demonstrates 
the continuing effort by Wang Weijen 
Architecture on Urban Courtyardism in 
exploring the transformation of courtyard 
typology in urban-rural contexts. 

Urban Courtyardism begins by asking: 
what are the quality of urban courtyards 
and how do they work as individual 
elements? How should we sustain 
qualities of such building types that 
are facing challenges yet urged to be 
transformed? What is the system of their 
fabrication and how are they patterned to 
form larger  buildings like urban spaces? 
How do such typologies provide the 
capacity to sustain continuity and, at the 
same time, to facilitate new possibilities?

By looking into three-dimensional 
system for multi-leveled courtyard 
spaces, with rigor and originality, 
this project provides us a platform 
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to investigate Urban Courtyardism for 
contemporary cities that are facing challenges of 
density, sustainability and community.
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Rigor

The project explores how the 
architectural typology of courtyard 
can work with landscape and nature, 
and how different forms of courtyard 
can be developed at different scales in 
different sites and densities. The project 
also investigates how courtyard as a 
traditional form of cultural significance, 
can be reinvented with different programs 
for different contexts.

Addressing critical architectural  
concerns on sustaining landscape while 
moderating scale through adopting 
courtyard as type and agent for design 
exploration, the project illustrates a 
rigorous method in developing planning 
and architecture into an integral system, 
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Transformation of Traditional  Courtyard Houses

Landscape Courtyard
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and provides a planning and design model for 
campus architecture as place making and also 
as quality built environment.

The research rigor of this project is developed 
into a framework including three parts: 

1. Study on Courtyard as Typology
2. Study on Courtyard as Agent of Horizontal 

System Coordinating Landscape
3. Study on Courtyard as Agent of Vertical 

System for Multi-Leveled Architecture 

Through planning and design explorations, the 
project demonstrates the study of courtyard as 
design methods for both Type and Architectural 
Agent in the following sequence of projects in 
CUHK Shenzhen campus, ranging in terms of 
their methodologies, scales and densities:
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Courtyard as Typology     Function    Scale 
Courtyards in landscape   University Campus  Planning
Courtyard as quadrant    Central Plaza   Urban Design  
Courtyard as sequence mega-form Teaching Block  Urban Design 
Courtyard as atriums in parallels   Library    Architecture
Courtyard as sequence in vertical Student Center  Architecture
Courtyard as offset sky-patios  Student Dormitory  Architecture
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Urban Courtyardism
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Significance

With an accelerating speed and scale 
of urban development in China in the last 
few decades, cities and architecture are 
developed into enclaves of monotonous 
tall blocks facilitated by the planning 
of homogenous urban systems. In-
between rural and urban lands, following 
standardized planning regulations 
with functional zoning, large numbers 
of new campuses are developed for 
the expansion of university, industry, 
and housing with non-characteristic 
architecture and undifferentiated 
campuses across China.

In addition to the originality in design 
and rigor in methodology, the project 
significance is framed within the context 
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of fast changing urban-rural condition 
of China. Facing challenges of density 
and land uses, as well as sustainability 
for conserving nature within architecture 
and urbanism, this project demonstrates 
a model of critical architecture practice 
that integrates research method of 
spatial-form with concerns over human 
and environmental conditions. 

The recently completed project is 
making significant impacts to the design 
community. It attracts both regional and 
international journal publications, and 
attains design recognitions and awards 
after its completion. Not only exploring 
methods of typological design through 
courtyard as both type and agent, this 
project also introduces an innovative 
model for campus architecture, shaping 



62

a sustainable environment 
that integrates nature and 
landscape with architecture in 
the fast changing urban-rural 
condition in Asia.
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The research project has been 
well disseminated through 
exhibitions, media reports, as 
well as peer reviewed awards 
and publications, including: 

Award:

2019,
HKIUD Merit Design Award,
Hong Kong Institute of Urban 
Design.

2012, 
First Place, International 
Design Competition by 
Shenzhen Design Center, City 
Government, Jury Chair: Adele 
Naude Santos, final shortlist 
teams also includes UN Studio, 
A Isozaki, Urbanus.

2013,
Final Selection, Design 
Award for World Architectural 
Festival, Singapore. (Rocco 
Design/Wang Weijen 
Architecture/Gravity 
Partnership).

Exhibition: 

“Campus Planning and Design 
of Chinese University of Hong 
Kong, Shenzhen” in Shenzhen-
Hong Kong Bi-city Biennale of 
Architecture and Urbanism, 
Shenzhen, 2016.

Dissemination and 
Evidence of Peer Review
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Publications:

Wang Weijen Architecture, 
Harry den Hartog, Wade 
Zimmerman. By the Book. Mark 
71: Perspective, Nov 2017. P56-
61. (ISSN 710966141267) 

Wang Weijen Architecture. 
Wangweiren de heyuanzhuyi 
xuexiao. TA Taiwan Architecture, 
2018,June, Vol. 273. (ISSN 2518-
968-906)
王維仁建築設計研究室. 王維仁的合

院主義學校. 臺灣建築.

Wang Weijen Architecture. 
The Chinese University of 
Hong Kong (Shenzhen). 
AW Architectural World 
158,2014,29(04): P64-67. 
(ISSN 1000-8373)
王維仁建築設計研究室. 香港中文

大學(深圳)整體規劃及一期工程設

計. 世界建築導報.

Wang Weijen Architecture. 
The Chinese University of 
Hong Kong (Shenzhen). UED 
Urban Environment Design 
074, 2013(08). P244-245. 
(ISSN 1672-9080)
王維仁建築設計研究室. 香港中文

大學(深圳)整體規劃及一期工程設

計. 城市環境設計.
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Wang Weijen’s 
university library 
in Shenzhen 
completes a 
Jeffersonian 
campus green.

Text 
Harry den Hartog

Photos 
Wade Zimmerman

By the Book

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
established by Confucian scholars in 1949, is 
one of the oldest and best-known universities 
of the former British Colony. In 2012, the 
institution opened a campus in Shenzhen, in 
close cooperation with Shenzhen University. So 
far, Shenzhen only has a handful of universities. 
Like other Chinese cities, Shenzhen wants 
to attract more international universities to 
diversify its economy and to stimulate a shift 
towards a service-oriented economy.
 After winning an international design 
competition in 2012, a group of three Hong 
Kong-based architecture firms (Wang Weijen 
Architecture, Rocco Design Architects and 
Gravity Partnership) was commissioned to 
make detailed designs for various buildings  
on the new Shenzhen campus.
 Wang Weijen Architecture was 
responsible for a number of dormitories, 
a library, a student centre and the central 
square. Rocco Design Architects did a large 
megastructure that comprises the academic 
cluster with classrooms, and a lab. Gravity 
Partnership designed the administration →

A shallow pond marks the way to 
the main entrance of the library.

056 057Mark 71 Perspective Shenzhen — ChinaWang Weijen Architecture
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building and additional dormitories on the 
upper campus. The most prominent – and 
most recent – buildings on the campus are the 
library and the student centre.
 The campus is located in the north-
eastern part of Shenzhen, between hills and 
near a main expressway. The site is directly 
adjacent to the campus of the 26th Shenzhen 
Summer Universiade, a series of stadiums, 
sport accommodations, dormitories and other 
facilities that were built for the 2011 youth 
games. Both campuses are separated by a small 

hill; the hilly terrain plays an important role in 
the design of the campus.
 In the preliminary design, the campus 
was approached as a linear structure with a 
continuous campus green down the middle. 
On the south side, the campus is accompanied 
by a zigzag-like megastructure, while on 
the north side a series of individual blocks 
are placed seemingly at random. The zigzag 
structure of the buildings – especially the 
megastructure – echoes the form of the 
buildings of the Summer Universiade.
 In the final version of the master plan, 
the randomness of the blocks on the north side 
has been formalized by aligning them, parallel 
to the campus green, as a sequence of pavilions. 
As a result, the 7,000-student campus can be 
seen as an assemblage of three thematic zones: 
the ‘academic cluster’, the ‘campus green’ and 
the ‘natural terrain’ with individual pavilions.
 In spite of its impressive size (800 m 
long and on average 60 m wide), the campus 
green feels cosy and open, with many nice 
views of the surrounding landscape. It forms 
the heart of the campus. The green separates the 
two lines of buildings but also connects them. 

The buildings on both sides of the green are 
composed in such a way that the surrounding 
hills and landscape are still visible. In fact, they 
skilfully frame the views of the landscape.
 The academic clusters are a series 
of teaching facilities, labs and classrooms, 
grouped in a courtyard-like structure. This 
megastructure was built first and forms a huge 
human intervention in the natural landscape. 
The buildings in the ‘natural terrain’ were 
built in different phases. The dormitories were 
the first to be erected; the student centre and 
library were completed in autumn 2017.
 Most striking is the six-floor 
library, which is made of two volumes with 
C-shaped floor plans, each three storeys 
high, composed in such a way that the views 
outside are optimized while the books are 
protected from direct light. The rotations of 
the volumes also enhance the visibility of the 
building’s entrance. The core of the library 
is a four-floor atrium with bookshelves all 
around, topped by a skylight. Around the 
core, corridors connect a network of terraces 
and courtyard-like spaces. The atrium is 
filled with books on shelves from top to →

‘In spite of its 
impressive size, 
the campus 
green feels  
cosy and open’

Directly behind the library, the levelled 
campus gives way to hilly terrain.
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According to plan, the bookshelves 
will be fit with a robotic system for 
retrieving books.
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Rocco Design’s lab building bridges a wide flight 
of stairs that gives access to the hills beyond.

bottom. In the future, a robotic system will 
make it possible for visitors to place and 
retrieve books as desired, from all of the 
shelves and anywhere in the stacks.
 Wang Weijen Architecture also 
designed the student centre. Its vertical 
array of courtyards with surrounding 
corridors refers to vernacular Lingnan 
architecture. The semi-open courtyards have 
an imperial red and yellow colour scheme 
and offer amazing views of the landscape 
and the campus green. Students can enter 
the building on different levels. During 
Shenzhen’s hot summers, the openness of the 
terraced system of courtyards and platforms 
guarantees cross ventilation. This building 
was first supposed to be just a canteen, but 
Wang suggested adding more functions.
 The campus, with its two rows of 
buildings on either side of a longitudinal patch 
of grass, vaguely recalls Thomas Jefferson's 
famous design for the Lawn at the University of 
Virginia. While his example is hard to emulate, 
the Shenzhen campus does offer its users a 
breath of fresh air compared with many other 
public places in the city. The lush greens and 
calming water in front of the library and the 
student centre give testament to that. _
wwjarch.com

Diagram
01  Grand hall
02  Library
03 Lab building
04  Colleges
05  Teaching complex

SiteRocco Design was also responsible 
for the academic cluster that defines 
the south-east side of the campus.
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深圳中大图书馆的设计配合整体规划的理念, 维持了自然山体的完整性,由山体到平地, 

以三个平行的线性空间展开: 教学建筑以线性的大结构配置在山体对侧;大礼堂,图书

馆,实验室以及书院, 沿山脚以单体建筑的形式衬托山体主题; 以及两组建筑之间的连

续绿地。

在这个构思下, 图书馆的设计将大面积建筑拉开成为线性量体, 经由转折架空, 保持了

由中央绿地到山体的视线穿透性, 也维系了校园大面积自然坡地的完整性。建筑以多

层挑高的书架天光大堂为中心, 如树枝般的延展到各图书室底端的山景阅览室。设计

以高藏书效率的结构模组为规划基础, 利用厚实的砌石与轻巧的木条作为外墙的遮阳

材料, 将间接光源引入室内的阅览空间。图书馆室外的空间序列”庭/廊/院/台”配合

了室内空间序列”厅/堂/庑/轩”, 表达了室内外双重框景的空间张力。学生活动中心

的设计将岭南建筑竖向的院落关系与横向的空间流动转化为层层上升的半户外序列平

台与天井院落，将学生带往后山的景观。

Maintaining the visual porosity of continuous landscape set in the campus planning, 
a zigzagged linear massing lifted from the ground framing mountain views is 
adopted as the architectural form for the library design. Centered around the multi-
leveled bookshelf atrium with moderated skylight coming from above, different library 
wings branching out from the center, reach the foothill in different directions, with 
large openings of reading rooms arranged at the end. Adopting an efficient structure 
grid as planning modular for bookshelf layout, the design uses heavy masonry and 
lightweight timber as building façade and also become shading devices for providing 
filtered interior lighting. The design also generate a spatial dialogue between two 
paralleled sequences of spaces leading toward the double-framed mountain views: 
largo/veranda/piazza/patio through the exterior; as well as lobby/atrium/aisle/arcade 
through the interior. 

地点：中国深圳市
建筑面积：303 954m2

基地面积：1 000 000m2

业主：香港中文大学
设计团队：王维仁建筑设计研究室＋许李严建筑师有限公司＋嘉柏建筑师事
务所有限公司

香港中文大学（深圳）整体规划及一期工程设计

THE CHINESE UNIVErSITy oF 
HoNG KoNG (SHENZHEN)

Location: Shenzhen,China
Floor Area: 303 954 m2

Site Area: 1 000 000 m2

Client: The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Design Units: Wang Weijen Architecture + Rocco Design Architects 
Limited + Gravity Partnership Limited

64   ARCHITECTURAL WORLDS       设计事务所  THE DESIGN FIRM  NO.158    世界建筑导报   65

1
2
3
4

5
6

7
8
9



79

深圳中大图书馆的设计配合整体规划的理念, 维持了自然山体的完整性,由山体到平地, 

以三个平行的线性空间展开: 教学建筑以线性的大结构配置在山体对侧;大礼堂,图书

馆,实验室以及书院, 沿山脚以单体建筑的形式衬托山体主题; 以及两组建筑之间的连

续绿地。

在这个构思下, 图书馆的设计将大面积建筑拉开成为线性量体, 经由转折架空, 保持了

由中央绿地到山体的视线穿透性, 也维系了校园大面积自然坡地的完整性。建筑以多

层挑高的书架天光大堂为中心, 如树枝般的延展到各图书室底端的山景阅览室。设计

以高藏书效率的结构模组为规划基础, 利用厚实的砌石与轻巧的木条作为外墙的遮阳

材料, 将间接光源引入室内的阅览空间。图书馆室外的空间序列”庭/廊/院/台”配合

了室内空间序列”厅/堂/庑/轩”, 表达了室内外双重框景的空间张力。学生活动中心

的设计将岭南建筑竖向的院落关系与横向的空间流动转化为层层上升的半户外序列平

台与天井院落，将学生带往后山的景观。

Maintaining the visual porosity of continuous landscape set in the campus planning, 
a zigzagged linear massing lifted from the ground framing mountain views is 
adopted as the architectural form for the library design. Centered around the multi-
leveled bookshelf atrium with moderated skylight coming from above, different library 
wings branching out from the center, reach the foothill in different directions, with 
large openings of reading rooms arranged at the end. Adopting an efficient structure 
grid as planning modular for bookshelf layout, the design uses heavy masonry and 
lightweight timber as building façade and also become shading devices for providing 
filtered interior lighting. The design also generate a spatial dialogue between two 
paralleled sequences of spaces leading toward the double-framed mountain views: 
largo/veranda/piazza/patio through the exterior; as well as lobby/atrium/aisle/arcade 
through the interior. 

地点：中国深圳市
建筑面积：303 954m2

基地面积：1 000 000m2

业主：香港中文大学
设计团队：王维仁建筑设计研究室＋许李严建筑师有限公司＋嘉柏建筑师事
务所有限公司

香港中文大学（深圳）整体规划及一期工程设计

THE CHINESE UNIVErSITy oF 
HoNG KoNG (SHENZHEN)

Location: Shenzhen,China
Floor Area: 303 954 m2

Site Area: 1 000 000 m2

Client: The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Design Units: Wang Weijen Architecture + Rocco Design Architects 
Limited + Gravity Partnership Limited

64   ARCHITECTURAL WORLDS       设计事务所  THE DESIGN FIRM  NO.158    世界建筑导报   65

1
2
3
4

5
6

7
8
9



80

66   ARCHITECTURAL WORLDS       设计事务所  THE DESIGN FIRM  NO.158    世界建筑导报   67



81

66   ARCHITECTURAL WORLDS       设计事务所  THE DESIGN FIRM  NO.158    世界建筑导报   67



82

[ UED ]   074  |  08  |  2013

244

香港中文大学（深圳）整体规划及一期工程设计

项目名称 _ 香港中文大学（深圳）整体规划及一期工程设计  项目地点 _ 中国深圳市  委托人 _ 香港中文大学  设计团队 _ 王维仁建筑设计研究室、许李严建筑师有限公司、嘉柏建筑师事务所有限公司 

建筑面积 _303 954m2  基地面积 _1 000 000m2

深圳中大图书馆的设计配合整体规划的理念 , 维持

了自然山体的完整性 , 由山体到平地 , 以三个平行

的线性空间展开 : 教学建筑以线性的大结构配置在

山体对侧 ; 大礼堂、图书馆、实验室以及书院 , 沿

山脚以单体建筑的形式衬托山体主题以及两组建筑

之间的连续绿地。在这个构思下 , 图书馆的设计将

大面积建筑拉开成为线性量体 , 经由转折架空 , 保

持了由中央绿地到山体的视线穿透性 , 也维系了校

园大面积自然坡地的完整性。

建筑以多层挑高的书架天光大堂为中心 , 如树枝般

延展到各图书室底端的山景阅览室。设计以高藏书

效率的结构模组为规划基础 , 利用厚实的砌石与轻

巧的木条作为外墙的遮阳材料 , 将间接光源引入室

内的阅览空间。图书馆室外的空间序列“庭、廊、院、

台”配合了室内空间序列“厅、堂、庑、轩”, 表

达了室内外双重框景的空间张力。
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THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG 
(SHENZHEN), LIBRARY
WANG WEIJEN ARCHITECTURE

As one of the pavilion buildings arrayed along the foothill, the library maintains a visual corridor 
connecting the campus to the hill landscape, allowing porosity for nature to penetrate through 
architecture. The design articulates a six-story volume into two C-shaped massing, rotating the 
zigzagged form lifted from the ground facing the hill, allowing the massing below folds open to 
the campus green. Through moderated skylight coming from above, a cathedral-like multi-leve-
led atrium flanked by tall-walls of bookshelf, become the spatial core of the library. Centered 
around the atrium, different library wings branching out from within, orchestrating functional 
requirements assigned for each spaces. The design also articulates the end of each linear form 
into multi-leveled reading rooms looking toward the green, bringing together reading and na-
ture into one.

The architecture follows the landform and framing the views, efficiently arranges modules of 
bookshelves and reading rooms while facilitating interactions between inside and outside, gen-
erating dialogues between paralleled spaces leading to the double-framed mountain views. 
With the double zigzag-curved form lifted from the ground assimilating the phoenix image of 
Chinese roof, the library experiences of interior and exterior, book and nature are interweaved, 
crossing over and integrated.
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The Department of 
Architecture educates students 
in an active culture of service, 
scholarship and invention. 
Uniquely situated at the 
crossroads of China and global 
influence, the Department takes 
the approach that design is best 
explored from a sophisticated 
understanding of both. With a 
multidisciplinary curriculum 
emphasizing technology, history 
and culture, students gain broad 
knowledge and skills in the 
management of the environmental, 
social, and aesthetic challenges 
of contemporary architectural 
practice. With opportunities for 
design workshops, international 
exchanges, and study travel, 
graduates of the Department of 
Architecture are well prepared for 
contribution to both international 
and local communities of 
architects and designers.


