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1   Working in process drawing 
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Project Details
 
Curator

Thomas Tsang
 Title

MTR West Kowloon Terminus Public Art 
 Output

Public Art
 Function  
Railway Station

 Location 
West Kowloon, Hong Kong

 Operator  
Mass Transit Railway (MTR)

 Venue  
Hong Kong West Kowloon Station

 Dates of Installation 
2014-2016 (Curating)
2014-2016 (Building)
2018 (Completion)

Link
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1   PR material from the MTR
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1   Night view of West Kowloon High Speed 

Rail Station, 2018
Photo taken by Johnisl  
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Summary of the Work and 
its Significance, Originality, 
and Rigor 

The Art in Architecture programme 
for the Hong Kong High Speed Rail 
Station marked significant change 
embracing non-traditional public artist 
of the art project. The challenge of this 
curatorial project drawn in the complex 
infrastructure, circulatory connections, 
and spatial design. The construction sits 
next to the future development of the arts 
hub in Hong Kong. 

The curator was nominated and 
selected among the public art committee 
appointed by the MTR management to 
identified to curator Hong Kong’s first 
railway station and significant public 
art programme. The appointed curator 
selected among over 20 nominated 
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curators, mainly art curators worked 
in existing gallery or museum, my 
proposal reflected in the perspective 
remains one of the most unique and 
indelible experiments, both as an artist 
and architect, in the significant topic of 
infrastructure arts. 

The project situated in the ever 
expanding China’s railway station and 
airport project. The role of the public 
art is given another dimension, in 
these capital development project. In 
addition to symbolizing a place, the work 
now serves the traveller—welcoming, 

1  Pearl River Delta expansion map compared 
to size Western cities  

2  Historical Map of Hong Kong before 
West Kowloon Land Reclamation 
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grounding, or inspiring them. As 
passengers do look up from the busy 
activity of a trip, thoughtfully curated 
artworks can be humanizing reminders. 

To encourage the growth and 
continuation of these programs, my 
project gather to support the creation and 
growth of art programs in transportation 
facilities around the world. It inspired 
for best practices, experiments and 
experiences, the members of the field 
can bolster their existing programs in 
many of the transportation hubs. 
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1  Curator’s axonometric drawing
2  Curator’s axonometric drawing 

3  MTR construction drawing 
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Curatorial Actions
and Concepts 

Concept: Topography, Support 
System, Scale
Topography: Contour, Silhouette, 
Outline, Landscape
Flat Land: Reclaimed Land, 
Landscape, Land Art
Support System: Reinforcement, 
Skin-Structure, Relationship
Departure: Departure Hall, 
Green Wall, Glazing Above 
Departure Waiting Area
Scale: Identity, City, Landscape, 
Structure, Building, Experience
Arrival: Arrival Hall, Long Wall 
Next to Travelators
Inside - Outside: Connection to 
Element Mall
Waiting: Arrival Hall, Taxi Stand 
Column
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1  Construction Photo. Taken by MTR 

2  Conceptual sketch by artist Qiu Zhijie 
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Artist:
Qiu Zhijie

Title:
Map of Hong Kong 
Culture

Size: 
60 x 3m =  85 pieces 

Curator:
Thomas Tsang 

Film:
Ah Shing 

Producer:
MTR
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1  Artist Qiu Zhijie preparing for Biennale  
1  Artist Qiu Zhijie working in Beijing studio 
1  MTR visiting Beijing studio
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Originality

The Art in Architecture was an 
invitation call by the MTR for the  
qualification role for curator to prepare 
the public art programme. The reflect 
on the design and to test the complex 
visual interiors, while situating the 
artists to anticipate for the construction 
process and development. The 
communication techniques aimed 
to simulate artist’s awareness of the 
architectural building structure and 
give acceptance to the notion that 
a building’s robust could personify 
transformative experience, expression, 
and cultural changes taking place 
in the celebration of temporary 
community in Hong Kong. 
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Research Questions

   •   Can public art at railway 
station or airport develop 
greater sensitivity to building a 
community around an artwork, 
since great public art seldom 
grow out of consensus? 
   •   Can economic growth is 
likely to bring increased private 
sector funding for public art 
since public art is aligned to 
public sector policies?  
   •   Can public art program 
support to the creation and 
growth of experimental art 
project in railway and aviation 
facilities of all scale, especially 
when art is least expected?
   •   What are the future of 
public art rests upon whether 
we as curators, producers, 
arts organisations, funders, 
developers and policy-makers 
understand what contribution 
artists can make to the future 
of the places and invest in their 
process? 
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Artist:
Wucius Wong               

Title:
Mountains and Rivers 
Without End

Size: 
62 x 1.2 m 

Curator:
Thomas Tsang 

Film:
Ah Shing 

Producer:
MTR
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Rigor

The project was an opportunity to 
rethink the public art in the context of 
infrastructure building and mass transit 
building type, its scalar, and  relationship 
to surrounding settings, and the 
interaction between the public artwork 
against its ability to galvanize popular 
opinion: 

Key curatorial and design methods 
included:

• Research by practice working 
together with organizations in new ways 
to tell the story, nurture new producing 
talent, win the confidence of local 
authorities and developers to use funds 
for public art in new experimental ways. 
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• Conduct a comprehensive site 
analysis to determine how processes of 
modernization and urbanization affect an 
individual architectural object.

• Experiment with different 
conceptual artist, graphic designer, and 
ink-painter artist to rethink how they 
situate their creative works in the realm 
of public space, to situate collective 
imagination as place-making, public art 
is controversial, unwelcoming, and mass 
entertainer. 
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Significance

This project is one of the most 
significant public mass transit art first 
commissioned for a public project type, 
and it epitomized the challenges public 
art facing in the cultural development. 
Moreover, the public art further attempts 
to explore spatial composition outside 
of the box from the conventional 
approaches and habits with its daily 
cross-boundary urban traffic, and from 
which, the 11-hectare underground 
station space is transformed to simulate 
a transitory of Hong Kong streetscape 
containing by six artworks. 

Through the various artistic practice 
of graphic design, Chinese ink painting, 
conceptual art, abstract painting, 
and fictional map, the commuter and 
passenger is guided to observe the 
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ensemble of art in the station, between 
the infrastructure and the architecture, 
where body’s memory of the city, 
mobility, and reality are coalesce. 

In stating that architecture and art are 
one giant capital improvement project 
increasing, in the ever-growing mobility 
and travel networks, this project has 
liberated the cross-disciplinary from 
previous public art projects including 
airport and train station are part of the 
decision making for the construction 
projects, released the discipline from its 
prior preconception regarding public art 
in mass transit. 
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Artist:
Tozer Pak

Title:
Horizon on the Border / 
Ponder on the Border

Size: 
Photo Wall 25 x 1.1m 
Island Wall 32 x 2.75m

Curator:
Thomas Tsang 

Film:
Ah Shing 

Producer:
MTR
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Artist:
Om Mee Aii 

Title:
Rilic - 486

Size: 
40 m x 3 m 

Curator:
Thomas Tsang 

Film:
Ah Shing 

Producer:
MTR
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Dissemination and 
Evidence of Peer Review

My project was widely disseminated 
through public talks including an invited 
conference presentation at the Second 
International Conference on Education, 
Art, Science, and Technology (EAST) 
at the China Central Academy of Fine 
Arts by Dean of School of Experimental 
Art on 19-25 November 2018. The 
presentation was a reconciliation of the 
art and the technological in the curatorial 
project, other case studies include 
Beijing International Airport, Shanghai 
Hongqiao International Airport, and 
Tianjin International Airport, presented 
by the curators, the Hong Kong West 
Kowloon High-Speed Rail identified for its 
significance. 
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Appointed Art Advisory Panel of 
the MTR Corporation, constructed 
of 5 renowned directors, curators, 
governments and academics from 
Hong Kong, respective arts sectors, as 
well as providing professional advice 
and support to the work, reviewed and 
endorsed by the senior management and 
Chief Architect of MTR. 

The appointed curator was nominated, 
interviewed, and selected base from the 
proposal, background and growth to 
the project, and approved by the Chief 
Executive Officer of the MTR Corporation. 

Appointed Art Advisory Panel 
consisted of: 

Angelika Li
Former Gallery Director of  
Sotheby’s Gallery in Asia 
Former Director of MILL6 Foundation

Prof. Oscar Hing Kay Ho
Programme Director of the MA programme in 
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Cultural Management, CUHK

Dr Edmund Lee, 
Executive Director, Hong Kong Design Centre

Dr. Yeung Yang 
Artistic Director of Soundpocket

Dr Lesley Lau
Head of the Art Promotion Office 
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Background of MTR Art in Architecture

Introduced in 1998 with the “Airport 
Express Artwork Programme” when the 
Airport Express and Tung Chung Line 
opened, eye-catching works ranging from 
sculptures to roof hangings and mosaics 
were incorporated into the actual design 
of the station architecture. Since then, 
the programme has expanded to all MTR 
railway lines. At present, 82 works by 
established local and international artists 
from Australia, Mainland China, Japan, 
Malaysia, New Zealand, South Korea, 
Taiwan, the UK, the USA, Morocco, and 
France serve as memorable focal points 
in various stations around Hong Kong. 

Going forward, the expanding MTR 
network provides a terrific opportunity 
to explore even more unique and 
imaginative ways to integrate arts and 
transit into more corners of the city, as 
you experience a first-rate art museum 
comprised of works created in mosaic, 
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terracotta, bronze, glass and mixed-
media sculpture. You may hear music, 
read poetry, or enjoy graphic posters in 
stations or rail cars.

The daily ridership touches 4.953 
million people who ride MTR subways 
and commuter trains daily and strives to 
create meaningful connections among 
sites, neighborhoods, and people. 
With art pieces to enrich the travelling 
environment installed through the Hong 
Kong West Kowloon Station (WEK).

The Hong Kong West Kowloon Station 
curated by Thomas Tsang includes 
six artworks by established local and 
international artists from Mainland China, 
South Korea, France, Morocco and Hong 
Kong serve as memorable focal points in 
various locations inside WEK.
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Artist:
MAP Office 

Title:
Wallscape Hong Kong

Size: 
100 m x 3 m 

Curator:
Thomas Tsang 

Film:
Ah Shing 

Producer:
MTR
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Artist:
Javin Mo

Title:
Lost in Neon

Size: 
11 LED = 1.1 x 0.75 m 

Curator:
Thomas Tsang 

Film:
Ah Shing 

Producer:
MTR
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West Kowloon Cultural District
The West Kowloon Cultural District 

will be developed into one of the world’s 
largest cultural quarters, blending art, 
education and public space. Located at 
the wedge-shaped waterfront reclaimed 
land west of Yau Ma Tei, the district will 
feature a new museum of visual culture, 
numerous theatres, concert halls and 
other performance venues under the 
management of the West Kowloon 
Cultural District Authority, which is 
directly financed by the government with 
an upfront endowment of HK$21.6 billion 
for construction and operation

Museum for Visual Culture
M+ is a museum dedicated to 

collecting, exhibiting, and interpreting 
visual art, design and architecture, 
moving image, and Hong Kong visual 
culture of the twentieth and twenty-
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first centuries. In Hong Kong’s West 
Kowloon Cultural District, we are building 
one of the largest museums of modern 
and contemporary visual culture in the 
world, with a bold ambition to establish 
ourselves as one of the world’s leading 
cultural institutions. Our aim is to create 
a new kind of museum that reflects our 
unique time and place, a museum that 
builds on Hong Kong’s historic balance 
of the local and international to define a 
distinctive and innovative voice for Asia’s 
twenty-first century.
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The Department of 
Architecture educates students 
in an active culture of service, 
scholarship and invention. 
Uniquely situated at the 
crossroads of China and global 
influence, the Department takes 
the approach that design is best 
explored from a sophisticated 
understanding of both. With a 
multidisciplinary curriculum 
emphasizing technology, history 
and culture, students gain broad 
knowledge and skills in the 
management of the environmental, 
social, and aesthetic challenges 
of contemporary architectural 
practice. With opportunities for 
design workshops, international 
exchanges, and study travel, 
graduates of the Department of 
Architecture are well prepared for 
contribution to both international 
and local communities of 
architects and designers.


